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City oper ationsbegin busy new year

By Casey McCormick

The Bird City Council met on
Monday and beganthenew yearwith
aproductivemeeting. Amongtopics
that were discussed and acted upon
werelong range planning, the status
of thewater meter project, cablefran-
chiseagreement andemployeewage
increases.

The council aso spent time with
the Cheyenne County Commission-
ersto makeafina agreement onthe
county wide law enforcement con-
tract (seerelated story).

Inthefollowing monthsthe coun-
cil will beproposingupgradeprojects

Weather
hinders
repairs

By Casey McCormick

Bone chilling temperatures did
not slow down the repair of a sec-
tion of Nebraska Colorado and
Kansas Railroad track near Bird
City. Two crews braved the sub-
zeroweather toreplacetiesandrails
on Monday.

Therepair was necessary after a
tank car derailed at aswitchaweek
earlier. Thedamagedtrack wasjust
north of Highway 161 west of the
Frontier Equity location. The line
travelsbeside US 36.

The Nebraska Colorado and
Kansascrewscamefrom Curtisand
Grant, Neb. Several wooden ties
andlengthsof steel railsweredam-
aged.

“Theweather isthebiggest prob-
lem,” saidrepairman DanVapinik.

The cold temperatures froze the
sectionwhich hadto bereplacedin
theground. Asthejob continuedthe
five workers had to endure bel ow-
zero temperatures and a constant
northwind.

Usingaboomtruck, they lowered
theheavy steel railsfromthesideof
the tracks and positioned them
along the new ties.

The job was done by Steve
Kehler and Stacy Campbell of
Curtis and Mr. Vapinik, Matt
Greenwood and Carl Neumiester
from Grant.

that the city will undertake with the
financial assistance of Century 1.
Oneparticular needisfor agrinder at
thesewagelift station. Currently the
gratesat thestation must beremoved
twice aday and solid waste is taken
off andthen burned outs dethebuild-
ing. The Kansas Department of
Health and Environment has been
putting pressureonthecity tochange
thissituation. City employeesarere-
searchingthecost and availability of
agrinder and motor that would pro-
cessthe raw sewage and allow it to
flow through the sewer system.
Theother toareasthat thecity will

consider for long range improve-
mentsaretown streetsand water.
Daryl Miller reported that thewar
ter meter project iscompleted dollar
wise. Although the replacement of
eachwater meter inthecity didcome
out to be $1,682 over budget, Mr.
Miller showed that the city had actu-
ally gotten more meters and system
replacement partsby buyinginlarge
quantities. “Wehavespent morebut
have got alot more than expected,”
sadMr. Miller. Hed sostatedthat the
company providingthemeters, Itron,
has agreed to purchase the FCC li-
censethe city needsto operate their

remote meter readers.

Twocouncil membersagainraised
the question of the franchise rights
thatthelocal cableprovider has. They
have been asked by severd unsatis-
fiedresidentswhowouldliketohave
adifferent cable company in town.
The council was doubtful that abet-
ter service would be available but
agreed to look into the franchise
agreement.

Withthecomingof anew business
year thecouncil considered granting
pay increasesand acost of livingin-
crease. Before the next meeting the
council memberswill be provided

with abreakdown of what each city
employee makes before deciding
upon wage increases. The federal
government issued itsfigure for the
annual rate of the cost of living in-
creaseat 2.1 percent. Thecouncil did
agreetoprovidethatincreasetoeach
city worker.
In Other Business

 The council isstill waiting for a
budget fromtheBird City Recreation
Commission. They were informed
that the commission doespay for the
insurance required for the public
swimming pool.

* Thecouncil discussedthelaw in

WORK ERSFOR THE Nebraska-K ansas-Colorado Rail Road fight theelementstorepair asection of track damaged ear lier
by aderailed tank car. Freezingtemperaturesand bitter windsmadethe men from Nebraska earn their wages.
Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

County-widelaw enfor cement
operatingthrough sheriff

By Casey McCormick

After several monthsof planning,
Bird City andthe Cheyenne County
Commissionerscametogether with
an agreement for county-wide law
enforcement. Under the new con-
tract, aCheyenne County Sheriff’s
deputy will bestationedinBird City
to provide law enforcement ser-
Vices.

AtMonday evening’ smeeting of
the Bird City Council, all three
county commissioners were
present. Both parties expressed
concerns about the final contract.
Jane Brubaker stated the commis-
sionerswere"“ shocked” when they
received arevised copy of the pre-
viously agreed upon contract.

“We're concerned that if the
agreement fallsthrough, in ashort
time, then Bird City comes out on
theloosing end,” Bird City Mayor
David Hickert, said.

The contract is based on a one-

SeeL AW on page6

The Law Enforcement Agree-
ment between Bird City and the
county which would provide law
enforcement coveragefor thecity
was reviewed by the Cheyenne
County Commissioners at the
Wednesday meeting and they did
not approveof how theagreement
now read. Attheend of thediscus-
sion, they agreedto signtheorigi-
nal agreement before the changes
of equipment had been made.

Attorney KevinBerenshaditali-
cized the changes made in the
agreement andthecommissioners
were disturbed that the changes
were not the changes they had

Contract concerns
COmmISssionars

agreed on when part of the Bird
City City Council hadmetwiththe
commissionerson Dec. 15.
Attorney Berensexplained that
the City Council had held ameet-
ingfollowingthat meetingand had
reservationsaboutgivingthecity's
law enforcement equipment
(which wasitemized) including a
car with 97,000 miles, a bullet-
proof vest which fit the previous
city officer, ashotgun, pair of hand-
cuffsand keys (there were other
miscellaneous items). The city’s
attorney Leslie Beims said the
council noted that elections
SeeCOUNTY on page6

Hospital paymentsdenied

By Karen Krien

At the Wednesday meeting of
the Cheyenne County Commis-
sioners, they went over the
hospital’ sbudget with the admin-
istrator and board president, and,
then they began discussing ama-
jor problemwith thenew addition
to the hospital in St. Francis.

The commissioners had been
informed that the new floor inthe
hospital addition was at least 1.5
incheslower than the floor in the
old part. When asked, both admin-
istrator Les Lacy and president
Rueben Schultz agreed that this
was afact.

The commissioners asked how
the contractor and architect
planned to correct the problem. It
was suggested that additional ce-
ment be run all over the floor to
bring it upwiththeother floor but
the administrator said that if this
were done, the doors would not
fit. Therewas8feet to run cement
to taper it off but thiswould be a
“steep” taper but, there could not
beadropinthefloor.

Commissioner Tim Raile noted
that 1.5 inches slope could make a
differencetoapersoninawheel chair.

The commissioners took a
break in the meeting and made a

visit to the hospital. When they
returned, they agreed to hold the
proposed pay of $16,501 to the
architect, and $223,053 to the
contractor until there were some
plans of how they planned to cor-
rect the problem. The commis-
sioners also felt there should be
some compensation from the ar-
chitect/contractor for allowing a
mistake of this size to happen.

The commissioners plan to at-
tend the next hospital builder
meeting on Jan. 15 to further dis-
cussthematter with thearchitect,
contractor, hospital board and ad-
ministrator.

placeconcerningthepermit require-
ment for parkingamobilehomeone
residential lot. They will be contact-
ing a party in town who has been
asked to moveamobilehomethat i
being usedfor residential purposes.

* The 2004 holiday schedule was
reviewedandthecity schedulewill be
revised to accommodate any sched-
uleconflictswith holiday dates.

 Council member Loren White,
head of the Equipment Committee,
thanked Sam Beeson and Daryl
Miller for their prompt and thorough
job of snow removal following the
weekend storm.

New

deputy
In town

By Karen Krien

Cheyenne County has a new
deputy sheriff who will be living
and working in Bird City.

Jeff Moser joined the Cheyenne
County
Sheriff’ sdepart-
ment, with his
first day of duty
being Friday.
Officer Moser
washired aspart
of an agreement
with the county
and Bird City to
patrol the city.
He, hiswife Larienaand children
have moved into Bird City and are
thrilled with the small community.

“WeloveBird City. The people
aresonice—they accept usandtalk
to us— we are happy to be here,”
Officer Moser said.

Officer Moser saidhehad always
wanted to be alaw officer, despite
thefact that themajority of hisfam-
ily areteachersand professors.

Born in Wheatridge, Colo., he
went to school in Northglenn, at-
tended Parks Collegein Thornton,
majoringintheparalegal field, and
graduated in 1994. Following
graduation from Parks College, he
worked for the Reliance Security

SeeDEPUTY on page6
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Commissionersend year
withalot of businessactivity

By Karen Krien

TheCheyenne County Commis-
sionersended theyear on Wednes-
day in along, grueling meeting
where decisions were made about
year-end bonuses, distributing
fundsand acceptingfundstopay for
state mandated equipment. How-
ever, thegeneral contractor and ar-
chitect for the hospital remodeling
project were denied payments and
the original agreement with Bird
City for law enforcement was
signed.

At the beginning of 2003, the
commissionersagreedthat, if atthe
end of the year, there was money
|eftover in the budget, the county
employeeswould receive abonus.
The commissioners had allowed
$50 a month raises for employees
but when the state started pulling
back funds which had originally
been planned for, the commission-
ersagreed to hold theraises.

As the commissioners looked
over wherethecounty budget stood
at the Wednesday meeting, they
agreed that the carry-over funding
was already half of what had been
planned for and there was no way
they could givethe bonuses.

The commissioners had found
the money to give Christmas bo-
nuses of Chamber scrip money but
noted that fundswere sotight, they
postponed the Christmas dinner
usually held at Big Ed’s in Bird
City.

Thecommissionersnotedthat the
county has very dependable em-
ployees and they hated not to give
thebonusbut would plan to budget
inraisesfor thisyear.

Larry Gabel, emergency medical
service director, presented a pro-
posal tothecommissioners, noting
that the Ambulance Service had
brought in $6,000 over budget. He
askedthat emergency medical tech-

nicianseach begivenabonusrang-
ing from $25 to $50, depending
uponservicetothedepartment with
total amount being $980.

The commissioners agreed to
givethe bonusesin Chamber scrip
but Commissioner Tim Raile
stressed that hewasagreeingtothe
bonuses, not because the depart-
ment was $6,000 over budget
which, hesaid, wastaxpayer’ sdol -
lars, but because the department
wasunder itsset budget for theyear.

Commissioner Jane Brubaker
brought up the fact that firemen
werealsovolunteersfor thecounty
but until thefire chiefs asked for &
bonus, they would not consider it at
that meeting. There would also be
thematter of money inthat particu-
lar budget.

Ambulancewrite-offs

Director Gabel and Janelle Bow-

ers, ambulance bookkeeper, pre-

SeeCHEY ENNE on page 6
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Congressmanto hold town
hall meetingon M onday

Congressman Jerry Moran will
bein St. Francisfrom 6:30to 7:30
p.m. on Monday at the Windmill
Restaurant, West U.S. 36.

Thisispart of theCongressman’s
eighthannual “BigFirst” Listening
Tour. During the tour, Congress-
man Moran will travel more than
5,000 miles and meet with thou-
sandsof Kansanswhilevisiting all
69 counties in the First Congres-
sional District.

“Thetour allowsmetomeetwith
Kansans to get their thoughts and

concerns, whichwill help metobe
abetter representativefor Kansans
inCongress,” CongressmanMoran
said. “The town hall setting has
been a useful way to meet with as
many Kansans as possible, while
getting suggestionsto take back to
Washington.”

Prior tocomingto St. Francis, he
will be in Goodland from 3:30 to
4:30 p.m. mountain standard time,
attheWestern StateBank, 815 Cen-
ter Ave.; andin Colby from2:30to
3:30 p.m. at the Senior Progress

Center, 156 Fike Park.

Thosemissingthe Congressman
inSt. Francismay wanttovisitwith
him in Atwood from 8:30 to 9:30
am. on Feb. 17 at My Place Cafe,
305 Grant Street; orinOberlinfrom
10 to 11 a.m. at the county court-
house, 120 East Hall Street.

Thetown meeting isopento the
public.

For more information, contact
Congressman Moran at (202) 225-
2715 or visit his web page at
www.house.gov/moranks0L/.

Cheyenne

Continued from Page 1

sented the write-off amount of
$989, which insurance and Medi-
care/Medicaid would not accept.
Mrs. Bowerswasquestioned about
how muchtimewasspent filling out
formsand billingwhichshereplied
“some 20 minutes, others could
takeall day.”

The county’s auditor is con-
cerned with theamount of past due
billingand saidhewouldlikea“ pa-
tient aging sheet” showing current
bills, collectionsand past-duebills.
Mrs. Bowers said she will begin
supplying the sheet.

The commissioners again dis-
cussed what to do about the ambu-
lance billing. The hospital admin-
istrator, at aprevious meeting, had
offered to have the hospital’ s bill-
ing department takeover theambu-
lance billing for $6 per run. Com-
missioner Raile asked that he be
given moretimeto do someinves-
tigating beforethefinal decisionbe
made.

State-mandated purchase

Attorney Kevin Berens said the
Diversion Fund had accumulated
$11,592 and he wanted to transfer
the money to the Clerk of the Dis-
trict Court’ sfund sotherewouldbe
sufficient money to purchase the
state-mandated computer equip-
ment.

The purchase of the equipment,
$13,000, waspresentingahardship
on the county’ sbudget. The Clerk
of the District Court’s Fund had
$6,000 which could be put toward
the purchase price but the commis-
sionersdidnot know wheretherest
wasgoingtocomefrom. TheDiver-
sion Fund money would cover the
costs after the Clerk of the District
Court’ sFund had been depleted.

Hospital/county-widelaw
agreement

The matters of the hospital con-
struction problemsand thecounty-
widelaw agreement arefound el se-
whereinthisissue.

Road and bridgereport

DaveFlemming, road and bridge
supervisor, reported that in 2003,
the county crew had graveled 140
milesof county roads. Thesupervi-
sor said that K-161 between Bird
City and Benkelman, will beclose
thissummer for highway construc-
tion. Traffic will be diverted near
Benkelman and Bird City but the
supervisor said therewould beoth-
ers taking other routes on country
roads.

Inother business

In other business:

» Thecommissionersapproved (2
to1) togivetheBird City Community
Club $1,096 for park benches. Com-
missioner Raileasked Commissioner
Brubaker, who is a member of the
Community Club, why, when Bird
City had so much money inthe Cen-
tury 1l Funds, did they think it was
necessary to take thefundsfrom the
county’s Drug and Alcohol Fund?
ShecounteredthatifitwasSt. Francis
asking for the funds, would hethink
itwasok. Hesaid “yes.”

* After discussion, the commis-
sonersvoted, 2to 1, tonot allow the
Food Pantry to usethe Socia Reha-
bilitation Serviceroomswhichwere
officialy vacatedthefirst of theyear.
Reva Pownell, Food Pantry coordi-
nator, hadprevioudy askedtousethe
roomslocated on thebasement level
if only for just ayear until acounty
attorney would be elected and the
roomswould be needed for thisuse.
Commissioner Brubaker wasinfavor
of Mrs. Pownell using the space be-
cause it would be easier to load and
unloadboxesof food. Commissioner
RonKrienthought that, oncethePan-
try wasintherooms, it might behard
to get them to leave. After some
thought, Commissioner Raileagreed
with Commissioner Krien.

» The commissioners agreed to
treat the undersheriff’s overtime
hours the same as the county’ sroad
and bridgedepartment employeesas
the overtime was worked during a
week whereaholiday occurred. The
hours will be treated as “ straight”
time.

* Resolutionstotransfer fundsfrom
Rural Fire, Road and Bridge Specia
Equipment and Ambulance funds

wereapproved. Commissionersa so
agreed to the Developmental Ser-
vices of Northwest Kansas Agree-
ment apportionment of $7,804.

» Theheatingand air conditioning
bids for the ambulance barn were
tableduntil thecommissionerstalked
further tothedirector.

* The sheriff introduced the new
deputy and also asked for two
breathayzersforthedepartment. At-
torney Berens said that, while the
breathayzers didn’t substitute for a
blood draw in cases where a cohol
might beinquestion, hefdltlikeitwas
a“good asset out in thefield.” The
amount of $996 was approved for

both breathalyzers.

Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring also
said undersheriff Cliff Flock andthe
drug dog had been certified again.

 Ben Smull was appointed, along
with Director Gabel, as the official
representativetothe Region | Emer-
gency Medical Servicemeetings, re-
placing Beth Gabel.

Next meeting

Thefirst commissioners meeting
of theyear isawaysheld thesecond
Monday inJanuary sothenext meet-
ingwill beheld at 8a.m. on Monday
in the commissioners room in the
courthouse.

L aw

Continued from Page 1

year period and will only be re-
newed with the approval of the
Cheyenne County Sheriff and the
Bird City Council. The main con-
cern for Bird City isthat thisisan
electionyear andif thecurrent sher-
iff, Eddie Dankenbring were not
reelected, there is uncertainty that
adifferent sheriff would keep the
status quo.

Also the council brought up
transferring all of the Bird City po-
lice equipment to the county espe-
cially thethreeservicefirearms. If
Bird City did need to replacethem,
theestimated cost would becloseto
$1,500.

“Itisaliability concern and that
the county must haveownershipin
the case of an accident or unex-
pected circumstance involving a
county employee,” TimRaile, com-
missioners, said. “ The transfer of
equipment also shows a commit-
ment (of goodfaith) tothecounty.”

He also felt that the cost to the
county would be over the $25,000
that Bird City will pay eachyear for
county-wide law enforcement.

Sheriff Dankenbringandthenew

Deputy

Continued from Page 1

Patrol and Range Tech. He then
started his own company, Great
Plains Community Patrol, and had
officesin Denver and Wichita. Dur-
ing thistime, he was also attending
Aurora Community Collegein the
Law Enforcement Academy but his
family wasgrowingandashortageof
fundscaused himto quit.

In September, he and Mrs. Moser
decideditwastimetomovetheir chil-
drenout of theAuroraschool system.
Theiroldest son, Brycewas9, Cordell
was8, Daton, 6and Alicia, 5.

Bryceand Cordell both wanted to
become members of the baseball
teambut thereweresomany kidsthat
Bryce wasthe only one selected for
theteam and Officer M oser wasthe
coach.

The Mosers moved to Goodland
where they had family and friends.
OfficerMosertook ajobat Wa-Mart
but continued looking for alaw en-
forcement position. When he heard
abouttheCheyenneCounty position,
heapplied and washired.

“Wearelooking forwardtowork-
ing with Jeff and think hewill bean
asset to the department as well as
bring anice family to Bird City,”
Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring said.

“Wethink Bird City isabeautiful
town — it has everything we could
wantinasmall town,” Officer Moser
said. “We are impressed with the
school and just looking around, we
can tell that the peopletake pridein
their school and town.

“Thekidsthink thebaby-back ribs
at theBlueBird Junction arethebest
andeveryoneatthegrocery storecalls
usby nameandtalkstous.”

Mrs. Moser isahousewifebut for
anumber of yearsworkedintheme-
diaareawith Channel 12in Denver.
Shemay belookingintosometypeof
employment or businessin the near
future, especially since Aliciawill
now beinschool.

Officer Moserwill beattendingthe
KansasL aw Enforcement Academy
in the near future where he will be
certified.

deputy officer, Jeff Moser, were at
the meeting. Sheriff Dankenbring
emphasized that the county hasal-
ready moved forward and that
$1,000 had been spent outfitting
Deputy Moser withuniforms, aser-
vicerevolver holster and baton.

“The council understands the
commissioners’ concernbuthaving
another officer is amajor invest-
ment to the county and that an of-
ficer attheeasternhalf of thecounty
would be an added asset,” Mayor
Hickert said.

Both sides agreed that the time
constraint of each party receiving
the contract and having to make a
“yes” or “no” decision quickly
addedtotheconfusionbetweenthe
commissioner and city council.

After their discussion the Bird
City Council agreed to accept the
previously written proposal from
the Cheyenne County Commis-
sionersto providefor county-wide
law enforcement.

County

Continued from page 1

would be held in 2004 and, if the
present sheriff wasnot reelected,
the council might not want to con-
tinue with the agreement. If this
wasthe case, they would not have
any equipment to re-establish a
city law enforcement.

The commissionersagreed that
most of the equipment, within a
year, would probably not beworth
much (this remark was directed
mostly at the vehicle) and there
wastheissue of liability with the
city owning theequipment andthe
officer being hired by the county.
They also noted that the commis-
sioners had lowered the price for
the county-wide agreement to
$25,000 if the equipment were
giventothecounty. If thecity was
going to keep the equipment, the
price for the agreement would
need to be raised.

Another issue was the fact that
thecommissionersand county at-
torney had given the sheriff ap-
proval to hireadeputy for thecity
and purchase another vehicle un-
der theassumptionthat, sincethe
city council members had basi-
cally approved the agreement at
theDec. 15 meeting, therewereno
problems.

Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring in-
troduced Jeff Moser, deputy for
the city, at the Wednesday meet-
ing. The new deputy had already
quit hisformer job and had moved
his family to Bird City in antici-
pation of starting the new job on
Jan. 2.

The commissioners agreed to
attend the M onday meeting of the
Bird City City Council to see if
something could be worked out.
However, they had signed the
original agreement soit would not
be necessary to call a special
meeting.

.
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LANNY BEVINGTON wasled intothecounty courthouseon
Dec. 31 followed by Deputy Terry T. Smith. Bevington is
char ged with murder in thedeath of hiswife.

Saff photo by Greg Stover

Womankilled in
accidental shooting

A 27-year-old
woman was
killed by what
her husbandsaid
was an acciden-
tal gunshot Sun-
day morning at
theirhomesouth
of Brewster.

Sherman
County Sheriff Doug Whitsonsaid
Lanny Bevington, 33, told officers
hiswife, KerrieA. Bevington, was
shot while he was removing agun
from the pickup shewas sitting in.
Hesaid dispatch got thereport of a
gunshotvictimat 7am. on Sunday.

The Bevington homeis 3 1/2

Bevington

miles southwest of Brewster on
County Road 37 in Sherman
County. Whitson said the couple
had movedtothecounty in August.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
said the Kansas Bureau of Investi-
gation wasinvestigating. A search
warrant was issued on Sunday for
three agentsto check the scene.

Bevingtonwaspronounced dead
at thescene, and her body wastaken
to Bateman Funeral Home. It later
was moved to Topeka for an au-
topsy.

Funeral arrangements were
pendingwith Kersenbrock Funeral
Chapel of Colby.

Student News

KansasWesleyan University

KansasWesleyan University has
announced the names of 142 stu-
dentswhowerenamedtothedean’s
honor roll for the 2003 fall semes-
ter. Students who have a semester
grade point average of 3.25-3.74

and who have no incompletes are
listed onthedean’ shonor roll at the
end of each semester.

Amongthosereceivingacademic
honorswasPatriciaHengen of Bird
City.

Seat open
for board
member

The term for one of the Chey-
enne County Hospital Boarc
members has expired and the
county commissioners need tc
approve the person for the seat at
the Monday meeting.

Swede Calnon, St. Francis, has
served on the hospital board for
the last four years and has ex-
pressed a desire to continue with
another term.

“Y esl| dowant to serveanother
term,” Mr. Calnon said. “1’d like
to see the hospital remodeling
throughtotheendand |’ dalsolike
to see the hospital funding break
even.”

During his term, Mr. Calnon
said he had talked to Congress-
man Jerry M oran about additional
funding to help students through
nursing school.

“Thereisagreat need for nurses
and I'd like to see the hospital
board and the government help
our students and other interestec
people become nurses — | think
itisgoodtohavecounty residents
come back to our hospital.”

Healso noted that theboard hac
recently agreed to help a county
resident with X-ray technician
training.

The commissioners are adver-
tising in thisweek’ sissue of The
Saint Francis Herald and Birc
City Times, asking that anyonein-
terestedin serving ontheboardtc
pleasecall theclerk’soffice, 785-
332-8800, andtalk to Terry Miller
beforethe commissionersmeet on
Monday. Interviews will be held
at the Monday meeting.

Thetermisafour-year termand
the board generally meets once
month. However, with theremod-
eling of the hospital, there are of -
ten more than one meeting ¢
month. Meetingswill probably go
back to once a month when the
remodeling is compl eted.

For additional information
about being ahospital board meet-
ing, talk to any board member,
commissioner or LesL acy, hospi-
tal administrator. Thosewho have
previously applied may also be
considered for the appointment.
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