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Casey’'sComments

Bulletin Board

By Casey McCormick

Spiritisthere!

Seeingthe” Red” planet, Mars,
thislastfall wasanamazingsight.
“Mother Nature” managed to go
through her usual program and
swing oneof her most prominent
orbsinthissolar system closeto
Earth. The two traveling balls
cameascloseasthey hadinover
60,000 years.

Viewing our sister planet with
the naked eye almost became
normal after several evenings.
But if you were able to see her
from atel escope the experience
was unforgettable.

That man has been ableto see

that our planet goes beyond the
flat plains of our vision wasthe
first step. It required a leap of
faith to the intangible. Imagine
the first European sailors who
ventured towards the horizon
when popular thought was that
they would sail off the sharp
edge?

But man has pushed under-
standing further. Theunmanned
space probe, Spirit, is sending
back brilliant images from the
Gusev Crater on the surface of
Mars. Looking at the picturesit
reminds one of theflat plains of
northwest Kansas, only the dust
isreddish.

Western PlainsArt
presentsproduction

The Seem-To-Be Playersare a
professional troupeof actors, play-
wrights, directors, teachers and
musicians who seek to expand the
imagination, encourage creative
thinking and promoteand apprecia-
tion of humanvaluesthroughinno-
vativeproductionsand dramaedu-
cation for children, educators and
families. Since 1973 the Players
have shared a vision of aworld
wheregirlsand boyshavegreat ad-
ventures, where the unexpected is
necessary and where fantasy and
reality meldin an absurd potpourri
of theatrical images stirred and
mixed with original music.

ThePlayerswill present Talesof
Tom Sawyer” by Mark Twain, as
adapted by Artistic Director Ric
Averill. Designedtobemost effec-
tive for the family audience, this
productionwill introduceaudience

members of all agesto the delight-
ful and fascinating world of Mark
Twain’s beloved Tom Sawyer of
Hannibal, Mo. The play features
original period music with a con-
temporary bluegrassfeel designed
toenhancethecolorful settingsand
costumes. Thisproductionbringsto
lifeoneof themostimportant books
in American Literature.

This presentation will be
brought to you by the Western
PlainsArtsAssociation at Oakley
High School auditoriumat 3 p.m.
Sunday, Jan. 11, with admission
at the door or by Western Plains
Season passes.

Thisprogramispresentedin part
by the Kansas Touring Program of
the Kansas Arts Commission, a
state agency, and the National En-
dowment for the Arts, a federal

agency.

Honor Roall

New and renewed Times sub-
scriptions: Shelly Heavlin, Blue
Springs, Mo.; Rob and Dorothy
Applegate, Lincoln, Neb.; Keith
Dankenbring, St. Francis; Meta
Dankenbring, Bird City; Dennis
and DeniseDenning, Wichita; Rob
Jensen, Bird City; Edna May
Lanam, Garden City; Dave and
Karah Maloley, Columbia, S.C.;
Dana Orten, Crescent, lowa; Don

Orten, Bird City; Daryl and DeAdre
Strouts, Manhattan; Robert Hinz,
Lakewood, Colo.; Jon Magley,
Bird City; Treg Vyzourek, North
Platte, Neb.; NormaButcher, Bird
City; Gene Young, Bird City;
Millie Rambat, Bird City; Lois
Combs, Larned

Ken Beougher, Bird City; Stan
Biel, Marienthal; Gary Moore, Bird
City

Accident claimsthelife
of St. Francisman

By Karen Krien

The roads were snow packed
whichmight havebeenthecauseof
an accident on Saturday night
which took thelife of a St. Francis
man.

Ervin Hilt, 76, and his wife,
Linda, 65, werecoming homefrom
a family gathering in Burlington
when Mr. Hilt, coming around the
curve onto U.S. 36 about 30 miles
west of St. Francisbut still in Colo-
rado, slid off theroad.

TheColorado State Patrol report
noted that the accident happened at
5:53 p.m. mountain standard time.
Mr. Hilt, driving 21990 Ford van,
entered the curve, lost control, slid
andwent off thel eft sideof theroad.
The van then moved into a broad-
sidedlide, struck afence, thenrolled
onetime, stoppingonitsright side.
Mr. Hilt was gjected, landed just
north of the vehicle and was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Mrs. Hilt, avictim of multiple
sclerosis, wasapassenger inthevan
but was riding in her wheelchair.

Shewasseverely injured, suffering
abrokenneck, ribs, collar bone, leg
and bruised lungs.

Mrs. Hilt was taken to the Wray
Community Hospital where, on
Tuesday, she remained in serious
condition. Her family reported that
sheisinalot of painbut encouraged
peopletovisit, makephonecallsor
send cardsto her.

Funeral servicesfor Mr. Hilt are
planned for 10:30 p.m. today
(Thursday) at Peace Lutheran
Church. Buria isinthe St. Francis
Cemetery.

Mr. Hilt was born and raised in
Cheyenne County and attended
German Plains county school for
eight years. Hejoined the Army on
Sept. 9, 1952, and was honorably
discharged July 10, 1954. He then
continued in the Army Reserves
until 1960.

He married Linda on Nov. 29,
1963, and they had three children
Mitchell, Martinand Lorna. Hehad
spentmost of hislifefarmingonthe
family farm north of St. Francis.

Stop in and see our line of:

Healing the Body & Soulwith Health Essentials
Natural Living Cottage & Wellness Center

Natural Vitamins []Supplements []Organic Foods []Fresh Organic
Produce []1Gluten & Sugar Free []Low Carb Foods [] Therapeutic
Quiality -Essential Oils-Candles -Bath & Body Products

We also offer:

OMassage Therapists [1Ear Candling CJAcupuncture CReiki & Energy
Balancing detoxification therapy [JReflexology Services OManicure &
Pedicures [1Spa Body Wraps & Facials OLive Blood Nutritional Analysis

314 14th Str. « Burlington, CO » 719-346-468!

HomeCircle
Home Circle Club will meet at 2
p.m. Thursday, Jan. 15 at L ebow
Manor.
American
Legion Auxiliary
TheAmericanLegionAuxiliary
will have aregular meeting on Fri-
day, Jan.9at 2 p.m.
Community Club
The Bird City Community Club
will meet Monday, Jan. 12at 7 p.m.
at the LeBow Manor conference
room.
Cheyenne County
Commissioners
TheCheyenne County Commis-
sionerswill meetat 8a.m. Monday,
Jan. 12, inthecommissioner’ sroom
at the courthouse.

Fair Board

The Cheyenne County Fair
Board will meet at 7 p.m. tonight
(Thursday).

Hospital Board

The Cheyenne County Hospital
Boardwill meetat 7p.m.onThurs-
day, Jan. 15intheclinic basement,
St. Francis. The Builders meeting
will beheldat 11 a.m. on Thursday,
Jan. 15 in the clinic basement. All
interested people may attend.

Vetrepin St. Francis

Jody Tubbs, of the Kansas Com-
mission on Veterans' Affairs, will
bein St. Francisat 9:30a.m. central
time at the county clerk’ sofficeto
assist veteransandtheir dependents
withV A claimswork on Thursday,
Jan. 15. If youareunableto contact

Ms. Tubbsin St. Francis, you may
contact the office in Colby any
Monday, Wednesday or Friday.
That phone number is (785) 462-
3572.

Alzheimer’sSupport Group

Alzheimer’ sSupport Groupwill
be held at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Jan.
12attheSt. FrancisPublicLibrary.

Alcoholic
Anonymous/Al-Anon

Alcoholic Anonymous and Al-
Anon open meeting, held at 8:30
p.m. Thursday at the Methodist
Educational Building, upstairs.
Contact 332-2078.

Northwest Kansas
Family Shelter

Northwest Kansas Family Shel-

ter provides24-hour-7 day-a-week

servicestovictimsof domesticvio-
lence and sexual assault. Weekly
support groups are available for
women and children within the
northwest Kansas area. For infor-
mation or if you arein need of as-
sistance, please call the toll-free
number 1-800-794-4624.
Check thenamelabel

Haveyou checkedthenamelabel
on your paper? This label alsc
shows the expiration date of your
subscription. Notethat if your sub-
scriptionrunsout completely it will
take two weeks after you
resubscribebeforeitwill onceagain
be delivered to your mail box. In
order to not have a break in your
service, renew by the expiration
date.

NewsFromthePast

For theRecord

10yearsago- 1903

Lighting Contest winnersin
McDonaldinclude JohnPowell,
Mac and Hank Olson, Bob and
Amelia Banister and Annie
Antholz.McDonald AreaDevel -
opment (MAD) wasinchargeof
making thedecisions.

Dr.LonnieWillisof rural Bird
City isthenewest member of the
Cheyenne County Hospital
Board, taking the position va-
cated VeldaWright.

Seniors on the Cheylin honor
roll include ShaneAntholz, mark
Montgomery, Mariah Berry and
MelissaHorn.
15yearsago- 1988

Elevengirlshavereported for
workout for the Lady Cougar
basketball team. They include
Ami Banister, Dawne Coleman,
Becky Frisbie, Jennifer Ratzl aff,
Camie Wilkens, Tish Sabatka,
Kandee Krien, Barbara Knapp,
Stacy Merklin, Carrie Sabatka
and Ashley Wilkens.

GlennBoyingtonwashonored
on his 80th birthday at the Bird
City Senior Center onNov. 27.

Lavernand Ruth Klepper cel-
ebratedtheir goldenweddingan-
niversary at the senior center in
McDonald on Nov. 26.

Bird City residents were
pleasantly surprised by awind-
fall in the amount of $150,000
fromtheestateof Walter Eggers.
Being community minded much
of hisestatewaswilledtodiffer-
ent areas within the city includ-
ing $50,000 to the Antique En-
gine and Thresher Association,
$50,000totheBird City Library
and $50,000 to the City of Bird
City.

Immanuel United Methodist
Church and the American Le-
gion of Bird City each received
checks of $10,000 from the
Alfred L. Hendricks Estate

Two Cheylinteamscompeted
inthe Atwood Academic Bowl.
Team | consisted of Monica
Kamla, DinaBalik, Jason Elijah
and Jeff Montgomery. Team 1|
was composed of Jennifer
Ratzlaff, Ted Glasco, Cory Busse
andKody Krien.

Club Clips

M cDonald Senior Citizens

OnMonday, Jan. 5, thetempera-
turewasinthesingledigits, but 32
senior citizens and one faithful
healthnursebraved theelementsto
attend the McDonald Senior Citi-
zendinner.

Newly installed president, Phyllis
Wingfield, welcomed everyone for
coming out, and birthdays and anni-
versarieswere acknowledged.

Itwasannouncedthat DellaMor-
ris, whoisinthe Prairie Living in
Colby, had been taken to the emer-
gency room on Monday morning.
OwenWingfieldread astory about
twoyoung cowboysandtheir belief
in Santa, followed by prayer.

Tables were decorated with a
penguin carrying alittle box of
candy. How appropriate on such a

cold January day — just right for
penguins!!

After dinner, all enjoyed bingo
called by Leonard Vyzourek.
Galdys Cullum and Bob Binning
shared the blackout prize.

At the business meeting Phyllis
thanked everyonewhohelpedinthe
kitchen. Reports were accepted as
read. For new business a motion
was made to purchase anew serv-
ing car, a push broom and a snow
shovel. Ray and Vance will take
careof the purchases.

February committees are: Poem
and Prayer, Ray Johnson; Prizes,
Lavina Waters; Bingo, Leonard
Vyzourek; Kitchen Help: Joan
Tongish, Marlene Johnson, Emma
Threlkel and PhyllisWingfield.

Give Blood.
Share Life!

Xxx

American Red Cross
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Celebrating Hometown Life
See American Profile magazine in this week’s issue of

The Bird City Times~s

IRST

Non-surgical treatment
of hemorrhoids.

John D. Ferris, MD
will be at:

291 15th Street
Burlington, CO

Wed., Jan. 14

& Sat. Jan. 17

For information or appointment, call

Sheriff’sreport

15 Vehicle inspections were
made.

9 Summonsdelivered.

9 Subpoenasdelivered.

8warningsfor speeding issued.

1Ticketfor defecttaglightissued
(eight improper lightson vehicle).

Dec. 18: Fingerprinted kids at
Cheylin Schools.

Dec. 18: Wellness check on a
Cheyenne County resident.

Dec. 22: Check on weaving ve-
hicleon highway.

Dec. 23: Investigated damageto
mailbox north of St. Francis.

Dec. 24: Investigated call of
cattle out west of St. Francis.

Dec. 29: Investigated damaged
mailbox north on K-27.

Dec. 29: Jared Stam of
Benkelman was driving a 1998
Chevy pickup when helost control
on Road Sand Road 7 and rolled it
northwest of St. Francis. Noinjuries
were reported but there were over
$500in damages.

Dec. 29: Rebecca Legler of
Grant, Neb., was driving a 1999
PontiacvanonK-161northof Bird
City when shelost control coming
out of thecurveandrolledit. There
werenoinjuriesbut therewasover
$500in damages.

Jan. 2: Checked on fire south of
Wheeler on K-27 at the Beaver
Creek bridge crossing.

Jan. 5: Investigated a truck bro-
ken down on K-161 north of Bird
City.

Book Review

Book review fromthe
Bird City Public Library
ToTheNines
By Janet Evanovich

StephaniePlum’ sgot rentto pay,
peopleshooting at her, and psychos
wanting her dead every day of the
week (much to the dismay of he
mother, her family, the menin her
life, the guy who slices meat at the
deli...oh, thelist goeson). an ordi-
nary personswould cave under the
pressure.

But hey, she’ sfrom Jersey.

Stephanie Plum may not be the
best bounty hunter in beautiful
downtown Trenton, but she' spretty
darn good at turning bad situations
her way...and she always gets her

man. In To The Nines, her cousin
Vinnie(who' sher boss) haspostec
bail on Samuel Singh, anillegal
immigrant. When the elusive Mr.
Singhgoesmissing, Stephanieison
the case. But what she uncoversis
far moresinister than anyoneimag-
inesand leadsto agroup of killers
who give new meaning to theword
hunter.

In arace against time that takes
her fromthe Jersey Turnpiketothe
Last VegasStrip, StephaniePlumis
onthe chase of her life. The unfor-
gettable characters, nonstop Ac-
tion, high-stakes suspense, anc
sheer entertainment of To TheNines
define Janet Evanovich as unique
among today’ swriters.

Bloopers

« “Weare sorry to announcethat
Mr. Albert Brown has been quite
unwell, owing to his recent death,
and istaking a short holiday to re-
cover.”

— Parish Magazine

«“Men, | want you just thinking
of one word all season. One word

SHOWTIME: 7:30 p.m.

January
9,10& 11

Children 11 & under: $2

TheMissing
Drama and Western

Rated: R for violence
Starring: Tommy Lee Jones, Cate Blanchett, Evan Rachel
Wood, Jenna Boyd, Aaron Eckhart

Cheyenne Theater

12-18 yr.: $3  Senior Citizens: $3 Adults: $4

and oneword only: Super Bowl.”
— Bill Peterson, football coach
e “Hawaii isaunique state. It ise
small tate. Itisastatethatisbyitself.
Itisdifferentfromtheother 49 states.
Well, al statesare different, but it’ s

got aparticularly uniquesituation.”
— DanQuayle, USVF

2 hours 10 min.

St. Francis, KS
785-332-2747

CHEYENNE COUNTY

HOSPITA

210W. 1st St. Francis, KS

785-332-2104

project. We

The Cheyenne County
Hospital would like to
thank you for your con-
tinued patience through
the hospital remodeling

your support

appreciate

and look
forward to
serving
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