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Old movie theater to undergo changes
By Casey McCormick

The old movie theater in Bird
City is once again under local own-
ership and will be getting a facelift.
Calvin Semler was at the Monday
evening city council meeting and
was granted a one-year building

permit to replace the back wall, to
the north of the structure, and put on
a new roof.

The council was concerned with
the danger of the north wall collaps-
ing onto the alleyway behind the
theater. Mr. Semler plans to take the

wall down, move new footers 14
feet from the center of the alleyway
and build another wall with a ser-
vice door.

“I don’t want it falling on any-
body either,” Mr. Semler said.

He said that he has been ap-

proached by people who think he is
either going to reopen the building
as a movie house again or as a din-
ner theater. He put an end to those
rumors saying, “that old building is
in pretty sorry shape,” and that he
will decide what to do with it later.

Park benches
Community Club had a very suc-

cessful evening at the recent Chili
Cook-off which generated funds for
the city’s two parks. Councilman
Larry Henry said that Community
Club would like to use the money

raised to go to the purchase of six
new park benches. The organiza-
tion is in the process of contacting
bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms to request grant money.

The city council is looking for
See CITY on Page 5

HALLOWEEN FUN !
(top) The spook parade at
Cheylin was full of a va-
riety of costumes. (far
right) Naomi Reeh
brought the “King” alive.
(right) Cory Rucker and
Roberto Ponce enjoyed
their class party after.
(above) Marvin Dowdy
looked like Cousin It at
the Chili Cook-off Hal-
loween night. Times staff
photos by Casey McCormick

Commissioners still discussing testing
standards for emergency technicians

By Karen Krien
For the last two meetings, the

testing for emergency medical tech-
nicians has been discussed by the
Cheyenne County Commissioners.
They are concerned about the accu-
racy of the checking and the need
for the technicians to take the Na-
tional Registry test. The National
Registry director of the Kansas
State Board of Emergency Medical
Service, had been asked to attend
the Friday meeting and he and about
12 of the county emergency medi-
cal technicians were there to discuss
issues which they did not think were
right. One of the biggest complaints
was with one of the personnel,
Steve Sutton, who works in the
Kansas Service. One technician
stated that he should be placed
where he did not deal with people
as he was rude and extremely un-
professional.

What had brought the problem to
a head was when one of the new
emergency medical technicians had
served the county for about a month
and then received a call from the
Kansas Emergency Medical Ser-
vice personnel mentioned above,
that she had not passed the test but
she had earlier been congratulated
and given the necessary documents
that she had passed. Another had
paid a total of $40 to have her test
regraded by hand and was led to
believe that it was a mistake on the
National Registry official’s part but
was not refunded her money.

Questions were asked as to why
the National Registry testing was
used and if some of the questions
asked really applied to emergency
medical technicians? Also, could
each state designate that they would
take a lower score in order to attract
more emergency medical techni-

cians and why were there inconsis-
tency in the testing?

Director Lake reported that Kan-
sas decided to go to the National
Registry testing 15 years ago and it
is one of 40 states now using this
testing. He said he could see many
legal problems if states decided that
it was ok to accept a lower score.

He said that the people of Chey-
enne County deserved the same
quality of training as those in large
cities so did not think that it was fair
to these citizens

He could see that there might be
some questions which were not per-
tinent but should still be on the test
and he cited some other examples
of where testers might not read all
of the answers on the test.

Commissioner Ron Krien asked
if a copy of the test scores could not
be seen by the county director Larry
Gabel or even Director Lake. Direc-

tor Lake said he had a copy of the
one test in question.

Commissioner Jane Brubaker
noted that there was an expense to
the county as well as the students
who not only spent money for re-
testing but also, during the school-
ing for the test, had taken time away
from their family.

When all of the discussion had
concluded, no decisions had been
made but Director Lake said he
would take back all of the concerns
and look into what could be done
about future test scoring.

Write-offs
The commissioners questioned

the emergency medical service
bookkeeper Jannelle Bowers about
several of the write-offs for which
the patients couldn’t be billed but
the commissioners approved the
ambulance write offs of $7,835.

See TECHS on page 5

Pheasant season
opens Saturday

The opening of pheasant sea-
son begins one-half hour before
sunset on Saturday and, as usual,
many hunters from other areas of
Kansas as well as other states will
be arriving in Cheyenne County
on Friday so they will be able to
hit the fields early in the morning.

Pheasant numbers in north-
west Kansas are up, probably the
best the area has seen in the last
six to seven years, but the popu-
lation still isn’t booming.

Small Game Biologist Randy
Rogers, with the Kansas Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Parks, said
the state as a whole has seen a real
strong increase in birds this year
owing to the nice conditions had
this spring with mild tempera-
tures in April, May and most of
June.

 For the most part, he said,

Kansas had timely rains which
helped produce good ground
cover. Then there was good
cover, which carried the birds
through the hot conditions in
July and August.

There are more pheasants in
Kansas than there have been
for six or seven years, Mr.
Rogers said.

The bad news, of course, is
that the last few years have
been really poor.

The area started this spring
with low breeding numbers.

Northwest Kansas is going
to be up and probably fairly
significantly but given the low
numbers the area started with
it may not be anything excep-
tional.

See PHEASANTS on page 5
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SATURDAY, Nov. 8, 9 a.m.-?? In
case of bad weather will be moved
inside. 321 N. Benton, St. Francis.

Thanks to the following people for
making this year’s St. Francis Cham-
ber of Commerce Craft Show an out-
standing event. Roger Jensen, Mary
Lou Douthit, Gloria Bracelin, Deb
Harper, Susan Hobrock, Terri and
Trista Orth, Kristi Guthmiller,
Brenda Warren, Cindy Sherlock,
Pauline Hixon, Naomi Holliman,
Tricia and Grant Paulson, Gary and
Allison Grice, Ron Zweygardt, Brook-
lyn, Rachel, Heather and Grace Hnizdel,
Kody Krien, JoAnn Klie, Dee
Epperson, The Pleasant Hill 4-H Club,
Janice Krien and the gang from the
Senior Citizens Center, Larry Gabel
and the St. Francis Grade School staff.
Tammy Grice and Bonnie Zweygardt
___________________________
A very generous gift of $20,750 was
given to Century II in the form of an
insurance policy from Tom Saw-
yer. The gift was most appreciated.
Bird City will miss Tom and all he
did for Bird City throughout his life.
___________________________
We sure appreciate everything that
the St. Francis Rural Fire Department
and the Armel Fire Department did to
help us the night our shop burned
down. With all the wind that night, we
feel very fortunate that the fire was
contained to the one structure. Thanks
folks, for taking your night to help
us. You’re great! We also thank the
good people at Dairy King who
called 911 for us when our cell
phone could only reach Yuma
County. May you be blessed. Roger
and Chelly Moore
___________________________
Thank you to the junior leaders for
raking our lawn. The Finley Gang

Classifieds

Kansas Classified Ad Network
Adoption
ABC’S, 123’S, HUGS KISSES
AND LOVING FAMILY AWAIT
YOUR BABY. Expenses paid.
Cindy and Glen M-F before 5pm 1-
800-213-7441 after 5pm & week-
ends 1-877-501-3868.
ADOPTION - Happy, loving
couple will share Hugs, Laughs,
Love & lots of cousins with your
baby. Expenses paid. Patty & Ed. 1-
866-219-4544 PIN# 1277.
ADOPTION, Pregnant? Call to re-
ceive information on loving fami-
lies hoping to adopt and shower
your baby with love. Call Tammy.
800-675-3407.
Jeff makes kid’s TV shows. Neeve
makes great cookies. We give your
baby a happy, secure, loving home.
We’re easy to talk to. (800)473-
0362 or
hearthnhome@yahoo.com.
Career Opportunity
WARNING: Don’t miss this!
$10,000+ and work from any loca-
tion. Businesses use our VACA-
TION promotions. Can you use the
cash? Call (888)445-4758 exten-
sion 4.
Educational
MISSOURI WELDING INSTI-
TUTE, INC. Nevada,
Missouri. Become a Certified Pipe

and Structural Welder. Earn top
pay in 18 weeks. Many companies
seek our graduates. 1-800-667-
5885.
Financial Services
IMMEDIATE CASH! US Pension
Funding pays cash now for 8 years
of your future pension payments.
Call 800-586-1325 for a FREE, no-
obligation estimate.
www.uspensionfunding.com
For Sale
FREE 3ROOM DIRECTV SYS-
TEM INCLUDING INSTALLA-
TION! FREE 3 MONTH HBO (7
movie channels) w/subscription.
Access 225+ TV channels! Digital
quality picture/sound. Limited of-
fer. Details 800-217-4578.
HOT TUB BUYERS, MANU-
FACTURER CLOSING OUT
2003 MODELS, 12 STYLES,
$2,170 TO $5,775. Video, Price list
1-800-869-0406. HOTTUB
SUPERSTORE, 27th & O, Lin-
coln, NE. www.goodlifespas.com
Help Wanted
Coordinate Exchange Program!
International High School Ex-
change Program seeks enthusiastic
Coordinators and ESL Instructors.
Develop exciting short-term pro-
grams for International Students.
800-333-3802. Ext 225.

LCE@ASSE.COM.
GOVERNMENT and POSTAL
JOBS - Public Announcement.
Now hiring up to $47,578. Full/Part
positions. Benefits and training for
applications and info. 800-573-
8555 Dept P357 8am-11pm/7days.
Reach more than 1 million potential
employees through the classifieds.
Advertise in 130+ newspapers
statewide. Only $250/25 words,
$10/extra word. Contact this news-
paper or Kansas Press at 785-271-
5304 or kcan@kspress.com.
UNION PACIFIC is hiring conduc-
tors in Kansas City. For training in-
formation please contact AMDG
toll free at 866-300-5198 x202 or
204 or www.amdg.ws for on-line
application.
Help Wanted/Part-Time
Kansas Army National Guard - P/
T positions available. Get skills to
put your career on track. We offer
free training, college money, steady
pay. 1-800-432-2447
www.ks.ngb.army.mil.
Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Driver - COVENANT TRANS-
PORT. Teams and Solos check out
our new pay plan. Owner operators,
experienced drivers, solos, teams
and graduate students. Call 1-888-
MORE-PAY (1-888-667-3729)

Driver-Start up to .37 cpm. Plenty
of miles! Great benefits & equip-
ment! New hometime policy! 94%
No Touch! Teams welcome!
Gainey Transportation 800-287-
0376.
Drivers - Ask about our Experi-
enced Driver $500 Sign On Bonus.
Tuition Reimbursement! NO EXP?
Low cost CDL Training. Financing
available! Meals, lodging & trans-
portation provided. 800-284-8785
www.swifttrans.com Attn: Mike
Johnson
Flatbed Drivers Get Paid For Your
Driving Exp! Late Model Equip-
ment, excellent home time full ben-
efit package, bonuses, tarp, drop,
pickup & holiday pay! 900 miles
average LOH out 14 to 17 days. Call
E.W. Wylie today! 877-967-7648.
Flatbed Owner Operators Are you
getting better than 85% of the gross
and 100% of all the accessorial?
Lets compare. Call Lynn or Bill 1-
877-967-7648 E.W. Wylie Corpo-
ration.
O/O’s Up to $1.60 a mile for Trac-
tors and $1.15 for Straight trucks.
Up to $3000 Sign-on bonus! Call
Tri-State Expedited 888-320-5424.
Legal Services
Social Security disability claims;
Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at

Law. No recovery, No fee! 1-800-
259-8548.
Misc.
A New Computer But No Cash?
You’re approved guaranteed new-
fast-famous brand! No credit
check! Bad Credit okay! Checking
account required 1-800-417-1026.
Musical Instruments
PERFECT FOR PIANO STU-
DENTS! Rent-to-Own a new or like
new digital piano. Low monthly
payments - No purchase required.
www.pianos4rent.com
Real Estate for Sale
REPO’S - Hud code modulars.
Must Sell!!! 1-888-293-3756 South
Hutchison or 1-800-215-1877
Great Bend. Your housing special-
ists. (site built, modular, manufac-
tured, mobile)
www.beckerhomes.com.
Spas for Sale
HOMEOWNERS WANTED.
Kayak Pools & Spas is seeking
HOMEOWNERS for DEMO Sites
2003 Holiday Season Spa Promo-
tion & Inventory Clearance for
P o o l s - 2 0 0 4 - C O M B O
HOMEOWNERS $AVE 877-529-
7625 www.kayakpoolsoftherockies.com.

ONE BEDROOM Apartment,
utilities and laundry facilities, no
pets, non-smoking. 785-332-2186.
                                                                   7tfn

1985 LINCOLN TOWN CAR,
$2,500. Call 785-332-3211.       45c
___________________________
ALFALFA AND OAT hay with
very low nitrates, located east of
Haigler. 308-297-3304 or 308-530-
9342                                                45-46*
___________________________
CANE HAY, BMR, low nitrate,
excellent, $55/ton, loaded. Lynn
Glasco 1-785-734-2797.
                                                            45-47c
___________________________
FAIL PROOF FUDGE recipe.
Nothing compares! Send $5 to
Recipe, 1006 W. 104th Ave. #340,
Northglenn, Co. 80234.       45-47*
___________________________
CHEYENNE COUNTY land for
sale. NW 1/4-2-5-39, sprinkler, ir-
rigated. Seven miles south of
Wheeler and 2 miles east. 785-332-
2571.                                                      45*
___________________________
1996 OLDS 88, 84,000 miles,
good-great condition, full power,
nearly new tires, $4,000. 785-332-
2652 Bruce.                                44-45*
___________________________

ROUND BALES, oat hay for sale,
$65; cane bales $60; also corn si-
lage; delivery available, Tadd
Neitzel 785-332-0151 or 785-332-
3551.                                                  43 tfn
___________________________
LAND FOR SALE: Rawlins
County, 146 acres, irrigated, 4 miles
east of McDonald on Highway 36.
SW 1/4, 18-3-35. 785-766-9756.
                                                             35tfn*

For Sale

Garage Sale

Thank You

For Rent The family of Dorothy Fisher
would like to thank all who joined
us in sharing their memories of our
mother and grandmother. A very
special thanks to Jerry Cress and
Darlene Brubaker for providing re-
freshments. Special thanks also to
Ernie Ketzner.
___________________________
A huge thank you to our friends on
Main Street and to our room moth-
ers for the fun memories and deli-
cious treats. Sincerely, the Grade
School children and staff.
___________________________
We would like to thank Ron Neitzel
for calling in the fire and for the fire
departments quick response to the
fire. Thank you all very much. Bud
and Margaret Stuart
___________________________
Thank you to all the wonderful la-
dies and friends for the great gifts
and really nice baby shower. Jenni-
fer (Weinstein) Sisson

Learning Quest® is the 529 education savings program 
brought to you by Kansas State Treasurer, Lynn Jenkins, CPA.

Managed by American Century® Investments, it offers a 
way to invest for higher education expenses with 

the potential for tax benefits.
Contact your financial advisor or call 1-866-526-7283

Administered by Kansas State Treasurer Lynn Jenkins, CPA.
Managed by American Century Investment Management, Inc.
See website for official sweepstakes rules. 
Notice: Accounts established under Learning Quest and their earnings are neither insured nor guaran-
teed by the State of Kansas, the Kansas State Treasurer or American Century. As with any investment,
withdrawal value may be more or less than your original investment. By investing in a 529 plan outside of
the state in which you pay taxes, you may lose any tax benefits offered by the state’s plan. ©2003
American Century Investment Management, Inc.

Enter to win a $10,000 Learning Quest account when you visit
www.learningquest.com/sweepstakes

now investing 
for collegecan be much less taxing

New Pay Plan
NOW HIRING: 

Company - O/O - Singles & Teams

8 0 0 - C F I - D R I V E

3-6 mo. experience
28¢/mile

6-12 mo. experience
30¢/mile

1 year experience
32¢/mile

www.cfidrive.com

waterfalls  •  watergardens  •  ponds  •  streams

Installation and Maintenance of
Residential & Commercial Water Features

Get a Jump on Spring!

TwätÇvxw TÖât Wxá|zÇTwätÇvxw TÖât Wxá|zÇ

785-272-4494

Call to schedule an appointment! There is still
time to get a feature installed before winter!

Office located in Northeast Kansas.

Installations throughout the state!

100 S. College • St. Francis

The ABC Preschool

Fri., Nov. 7 • 7 p.m.

Auction Is Back!

St. Francis High School Cafeteria

City
Mr. Rogers said the people he has

talked with in northwest Kansas
aren’t saying there are a lot of birds,
but they are suggesting that the num-
bers are up.

In order for the population to con-
tinue to increase it would help for the
area to have another nice spring like
this last year.

The main reason the numbers are
low is because of the drought condi-
tions. The moisture levels need to
build back up and the state needs to
get into a favorable weather pattern
in order for the numbers to steadily in-
crease.

Hunting licenses
Hunters can

purchase li-
censes at Majes-
tic Service, the
clerk’s office at
the courthouse,
and K-Storem all
in St. Francis

Continued from Page 1

Pheasants

McDonald News By Vera Kacirek
Hospital News

Eldean Cahoj is a patient at Pres-
byterian-St. Luke Hospital in Den-
ver where she has had stents im-
plants in her arteries. Please remem-
ber her with cards of cheer.

Death Notice
Wilma Anthony of Colby, sister

of Ruby Tracy, died over the week-
end. Also Marie Hallagin has died.
Both services are pending.

Halloween Soup Supper
The crowd at the soup supper

seemed to be a little smaller than the
usual, but probably due to the lack
of kids. It was a cold night and the
steaming bowls of chili and chicken
noodle soup disappeared quickly.
There were several entries for the
pumpkin decorating contest. First
prize went to Shayla Hubbard, sec-
ond prize to Candice Wilkens and
third, fourth and fifth prizes to
LeAnn, Logan and Levi Rall. The
kids then lined up to break the candy
filled piñata. The first witch yielded
her candy as Logan Rall gave her

mighty whack. The second witch
gave up her candy when Nakita
Schneider gave her a wicked hit.
There was  lots of candy for every-
one. Everyone was so generous in
their free-will offering. Proceeds
from the soup supper goes for civic
projects of McDonald Area Devel-
opment.

______
Eleanor Swihart was a Saturday

overnight guest of Seth and
Adrienne Swihart in St. Francis
while their parents were in Iowa
from October 20 through Oct. 25,
Harvey and Ellen Williams of Fort
Collins visited Myra Miller.

 Ruth Winkelman treated Bill and
Lois Schall, Harley and Ellen Wil-
liams, Myra Miller and Ruth
Winkleman.

On Oct. 27 through Oct. 29, Estel
and Peggy Haning of Greeley vis-
ited with Bill and Lois Schaff and
Ruth Winkelman. Myra Miller had
dinner with all on the 27.

Last Tuesday on their return
home from Wichita, Kenny and
Phyllis Wilkinson visited JoAnn
Malone in Russell. They also made
the acquaintance of their new great-
granddaughter, Lakin Rose Denney
in Colby.

Kenny and Phyllis Wilkinson
were Wednesday guests of Agnes
Reeh for coffee. R.J. and Susie
Sabatka spent the weekend in
Mahattan where they attended the
K-State-Baylor football game.

Amelia Banister and Karlyne
Atchison were Wednesday dinner
guests of Coy and Neva DeGood at
the St. Francis Senior Citizen Cen-
ter.

Vance and Betty Lewis were visi-
tors of Lenora Spicka this past
week.

Tunney and Leila Loker were
Wednesday dinner guests of Vance
and Missy Redding of Parks, Neb.

Saturday dinner guests of Tuney
and Leila Loker were Dennis and
Leila Loker were Dennis and Lila
Howard, Janelle Schneider and
Cynthia Howard and friend, Ryan
of Colby.

Norman and Tessa Davis spent
the weekend in Denver as a guest of
Barney Kacirek.

Laddie and Vera Kacirek were in
Kearney, Neb., this past week for
doctor’s appointments.

Joan Tongish was a Saturday
visitor of Doug and Mary Tongish
in Goodland. Mary Tongish who is
recovering from West Nile Virus
seems to be on the road to recovery.

local businesses or groups who would
like their names printed on the
benches to come forward. For a fee
the name will be put on the bench
which will be at either the Bird City
Park or the park by the Legion Hall.
Some of the benches will be portable,
being move to different functions
when needed. Anyone interested in
more information, please contact City
Hall at 785-734-2616.

Recreation Commission
The city council again voiced con-

cerns about the Recreation
Commission’s lack of producing a
copy of its bylaws. The council said
that they did not suspect the Recre-
ation Commission of any irregular
activities but feel that the bylaws are
necessary for the group’s account-
ability. They ask that the Recreation
Commission produce a document.

In Other Business
In other business:
• The council opened a letter from

Randy Johnson who was injured dur-
ing the Fourth of July fireworks dis-
play at the Thresher show grounds
this year. Mr. Johnson is requesting
that the city pay for his medical ex-
penses and travel expenses to and
from treatments. The council is wait-
ing for contact between Mr.
Johnson’s attorney and the legal
council for the city before they move
forward with a decision.

• The council recognized the ser-
vices of Ray Johnson who helped
with the recent excavation and addi-
tion of a water pump on the property
of Elbow Manor. Mr. Johnson helped
with the initial project and took on the
job of seeding, watering, fertilization
and final grading of the ground. The
city will send him a letter of apprecia-
tion and $30 for his services.

• The need for volunteers for the
cross walk at the Cheylin Elementary
School was discussed. A safety patrol
is being organized (see related story).

• With the winter season approach-
ing the council touched on the need
for extra, heavy gravel to be placed to
the north of the post office. Also the
mayor has spoken with the postmas-
ter who has agreed to have the snow
that falls on the sidewalk shoveled to
the alleyway east of the building. This
should cause less melting snow to
collect in the gutter area.

• The council sees the need to paint
to corners of the city blocks near the

Cheylin schools. Vehicles are park-
ing too close to intersections and
causing a visual hazard. A city em-
ployee will be painting the curbs yel-
low for 20 feet from the corners.

• With people erecting mail boxes
in town, the city workers want a clear
definition of where they should be as
to not interfere with snow removal
and city vehicles.

• The person who is occupying a
recreational vehicle in town was sent
a letter stating he had 30 days to
move the vehicle. In front of a city
worker he moved the vehicle and
then returned it to the same location.
The city is considering further ac-
tion.

Continued from Page 1

Director Lake said he felt it was im-
portant for counties to network.

“A single county will not have as
much pull (as when counties work
together),” Director Lake said.

He suggested calling a meeting
with other county commissioners,
emergency medical technicians and
directors, hospital officials as well as
the Medicare officials.

Director Lake noted that Medicare
officials seems to know that if they
turn down a claim, the county will not
fight and most do not. It was noted that
Thomas County officials told that
they have hired a collection agency to
do their billing.

Dr. Mary Beth Miller thought that
the hospital needed to be involved
with the discussions with Medicare
brought in to talk with technicians,
bookkeepers and commissioners.
She also noted that when it came to
dealing with Medicare, it was impor-
tant that Medicare “language” be
used. The bottom line is that it (col-
lecting from Medicare) is a game and
everyone plays it but “we need to be
careful — we need to follow Medi-
care rules.”

It was reported that the hospital ad-
ministrator had made the remark that
if the county’s ambulance service is
lost, the hospital will close.

Commissioner Brubaker said that
she would work at bringing in a Medi-
care representative(s) to speak with
the emergency medical technicians
and others.

Continued from Page 1
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