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Wallace County.

THE REGULAR CHEERLEADERSHAVE some competition from theseimposters! I n the name of fun and school spirit seniors Cole Williams, Kelly
Ray Simmonds, Jay Poor e, Tyler Knapp and ChaseKrien put on agood show at thebon-firepeprally thenight befor ethe Cougar slast homegameagainst
Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

A year ago, the Cheyenne
County Hospital was granted 70
percent Kanss Income Tax cred-
its of donations up to $300,000
which will be used for installing
aheat and air conditioning system
inthe old part of the hospital. As
of Monday, the amount raised in
actual money and pledges is
$82,840. That |eaves$17,66 yet to
be rai sed.

“Westill haveuntil Dec. 31and
theprojectisunderway, soweneed

Cafe
closes
down

By Casey McCormick

Bird City hassaid farewell toa
local business and popular gath-
eringspot. TheBlueBird Cafere-
cently shut itsdoors.

“ClosingtheBlueBird Cafehas
been oneof thehardest things!’ ve
had to do,” said owner-operator
Peggy Horinek. “ Thefiveyearsof
running it has had a lot of fun,
sweat and tears.”

Mrs. Horinek hashad her share
of tough times|lately. Theformer
editor of the Bird City Times had
to leave that post last year to put
all of her efforts into the care of
her husband Dennis, who was suf-
fering from cancer, and keeping
the Blue Bird Cafe performing at
its high standard.

Mr. Horinek passed away. Mrs.
Horinek’ splanswereto keep her
business going despite her loss.
Unfortunately the loan that she
and Mr. Horinek signedfiveyears
ago came due and shewas unable
to qualify for anew loan.

“With the restaurant being my
only income and left with huge
medical billsand other expenses,
closing the restaurant is my only
choice,” Mrs. Horinek said.

TheBlueBird Cafewasafavor-
ite of locals for both good food
and a place the sit and visit. The
oval counter in the center of the
main entrance room was where
the local farmers and men folk
would meet to discusstheweather
and cropsover acup of coffeeand
fresh popped pop corn while the
ladies chatted at the outer tables.
In the larger dining room to the
east, families and friends joined
after Sunday services for a deli-

to completethefundraising,” said
LesLacy, hospital administrator.

Thenew additiononthewest end
of thehospital isgoingupandwork
ontheair and heat systemisinits
early stagesforetheexisting build-
ing.

The heating and air condition-
ing system in the old part of the
facility was a component of the
original hospital project that was
defeatedin November 2000. This
piecewascut out to be certain the

remaining critical issues would
have achance of passing the gen-
eral obligation bond election last
April.

Administrator L acy pointed out
that replacing the heating and air
conditioning after theremodeling
project would require arepeat of
some of the construction that will
take place during the current
project. He said that replacement
of the 50-year-old system really
needsto be done with the current

afavoritegathering spot for localsfor fiveyears.
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ciousmeal.

“Y ou miss the restaurant and |
miss all of you. You were my
wonderful customersand also my
friends,” Mrs. Horinek said.

She has nointention of leaving
this area which she loves. Mrs.
Horinek hastaken employment at

the Dairy King and Cheyenne
Bowl in St. Francis and hopes to
see many of her customersthere.

She still owns the restaurant
building and hopefully the cafe
will open again soon under new
ownership.

project.

The hospital board and admin-
istration are actively seeking do-
nations for the project which
brings donors the reward of 70
percent KansasIncome Tax cred-
itsbut alot morework needsto be
done. Administrator Lacy isquick
topoint out that Robert Van Allen
has been making contactsto help
the project along.

Adminsitrator Lacy believes
the hospital’s goals can be

4-H' e's
banquet
IsSunday

Cheyenne County 4-H’ers and
those who have supported them
throughout theyear will bemeeting
for the annual 4-H Achievement
and Businessmen’s Appreciation
Banquet at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday at
the St. Francis Community High
School cafeteria.

The banquet isaway to give 4-
H’ erstheopportunity to personally
thank peoplefor their support. The
Cheyenne County 4-H Council and
4-Hfamilieswill providethemeal .

Dan O'Brien, areadirector, will
be speaking on the importance of
the Program Development Com-
mittee in the coming year, county
extension finances and other orga-
nizational issues. Theresultsof the
extension council election will be
revealed withthreemembersbeing
elected fromeach of thefour differ-
entareas. They will servetwoterms
andwill beworkingwiththosewho
cameonto theboard last year.

Thoseplanningtoattendtheban-
quet on Sunday should contact
StephanieSchafer, extensionoffice
professional, on or before Oct. 31
by calling 785-332-3171.

Harpy
HALLOW‘}EEN

reached by making a sufficient
number of contacts both locally
and out-of-town. He points out
that the drought has been a huge
factorintheability of county resi-
dents to participate. At the same
time, he believes that if people
will participate even at the mini-
mum $250 level (heis quick to
add that more would be better),
the goal isattainable.

“This project is critical and
thesetax creditsaretoo good of a

Teens
plan
drive

The Bird City Teens For Christ
will be conducting afood drive on
Wednesday, Nov. 9. Thedrivewill
bevery limitedintimeandterritory
so afew directions are necessary.
Thedrivewill startat 7:30 p.m. anc
end by 8:15 p.m.

Peoplewishing to donate shoul o
have their non-perishable dona-
tions sitting on their front porch,
clearly in view of the road. The
youthwill bedriving by each home
withinthecity limitsand pickingup
what they find. It will be helpful to
have porch lightsturned on.

Anybody living outside of the
city limitswhowouldliketodonate
can bring their donation to the
United Methodist Church kitchen.
Please mark them as “Food Drive
Donations.”

All food donationswill gotothe
Cheyenne County Food
Pantry for
Thanksgiv-
ing baskets
delivered
in Bird
City.

deal. Failureis not an option!”
Administrator Lacy said.
Theproject wasoriginally sup-
posedtoincludeerecting adrive-
through ambulance entrance or
the rear of the old facility. How-
ever, when thebids camein, they
were higher than the architect’ s
estimates so the new ambulance
entrancewas put onhold and it s
possible that the project will be
donewith either grant funding or
statesalestax dollarsinthefuture

SCHOOL COUNSELOR ANITA BURON gavean informa-

tivespeech Monday.
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Par ent-teacher
group holdsevent

By Casey McCormick

Everyone can remember a bully
from when they werein school. Al-
though school bullying isnot anew
occurrence, the importance of ad-
dressing thesubject waspresented at
the Cheylin School’ sparent-teacher
organization’s, Achieving the Best
foryour Child, spesker nightonMon-
day.

AnitaBurton,theCheylinSchool’s
counselor, wastheguest speaker. She
gaveaninformativeandentertaining
presentation on school bullying.

Using national studiesto back up
her findings, Mrs. Burton spoke of
how bullying touchesall students.

“About one in seven school chil-
drenhaveeither beenabully oravic-
tim,” she said. “And, 14 percent (of
students) are bullies or victims now
andthen, 9 percent areregularly vic-
timized and 65-70 percent arenot af -
fected.”

This65-70percent areawareof the
bullying but choose not to get in-
volved.

Due to recent acts of school vio-
lencewhich havebeenadirect result
of bullying, school officialsare con-
cerned. After the tragedy at Colum:-
bineHigh School inaDenver suburb
afew yearsago, expertsnow realize
that anincident likethat could occur
anywhere.

“Itwasthought that only inner city
schoolswereat risk,” said Mrs. Bur-
ton." Butnowthereareonly twotypes
of school s—theoneswhereviolence
has occurred and the ones where it
hasn't, yet.”

Thisisnot to say that metal detec-
torsareneededat Cheylinschool sbut
thereisaneed to recognize bullying
and avoid thedamageit can cause.

“We can build a child for aposi-
tive,” saidMrs.Burton.“ Andletthem
know wecare.”
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