AutoClub cdenrates40years
of activitiesand road trips

Members of the Tri-State An-
tiqueAuto Clubdeparted Bird City
on the morning of June 8, heading
north on Highway 161. Dee Fries,
tour guide, joined the caravan at
Benkelman. After arest stop at the
Benkelman Quick Stop, itwasonto
Wauneta, Neb., for more pop and
goodies.

On leaving Wauneta the group
drove by the Wauneta Flour Mill,
movingtowardthenorthsideof the
Frenchmanfor ascenicdriveonthe
old highwaysto Champion, where
sack lunches were enjoyed at the
Mill reservair.

Bill Silvester anddaughter joined
the group at the Mill, after which
they drove to the Silvester Farm 8
milessouthwest, tovisitwithBill’s
three Donkules. A tour of the
“roomy” Silvester earth house af-
forded participants achanceto ad-
mire some outstandingly gorgeous
dolls and other art productions
made by Bill’s late wife and his
daughter. Back in Champion, a
guided tour of the Mill was taken,
the men of the club taking special
interestinthemechanicsandwork-
ings of the antiquated machinery
and equipment.

At the Chase County Museum,
the group was greeted by several
ladies, including Jeanine Cox, a
former club member, wholater ac-
companiedthegrouptoher hometo
see her husband Arlyn’s refur-
bished, better than new condition,
antique car collection.

Clubtourshaveawaysbeen ma-
jor activities for the Tri-State An-
tique Auto Club family.

On Sunday afternoon, Sept. 5,
1962, a strange and unique occur-
rence was taking place in avacant
lot in the northwest part of
McDonald. Four antique vehicles,
their motors purring not smoothly,
were preparing for an adventure.
Soon the first Tri-State Antique
Auto Tour, organized by Fred D.
Magley, was underway, rolling
down U.S. Highway 36. The desti-
nation was Bird City, aprecarious
8 milestothewest. Fred Magley’s
1925 Model T Ford Coupe, Don
Hartman’s 1914 Model T Ford
Touring, Charles Draper’s 1922
Model T Ford Truck and Orville
Hartman’'s1925Model T FordFire
Truck participatedinthetour, with
several personsaccompanying the
caravan in newer vehicles.

The second organized tour took
place on Sunday, Sept. 19, 1962.
That particular tour left McDonal d
withthreeantiquecars, oneantique
fire truck and an eight motorcycle
escort assembled by DuaneNeitzel.
Ralph Crawford, St. Francis, fur-
nished radio communication be-
tween thefront and back of theline
of vehicles, usingtwo modern pick-
ups, one at the head of thelineand
oneat therear. Participantsandtheir
familieswere: FredMagley, Orville
Hartman, Don Hartman and Bill
Fiedler. Thehappy grouphadlunch
inthepark at Bird City, wherethey
were joined by Royce Smith of
Stratton, Neb.,inhis1931Model A
Roadster and Dr. J.H.A. Peck, St.
Francis, driving his1923four-door
Lincoln Sedan.

On arrival in St. Francis, at an
averagespeed of 25 milesper hour,
thoseinattendancevisitedat Burr’s
Skelly Service Station where
Charles Draper’s 1922 Model T
Ford Truck, Jim Manson’s 1926
DodgeCoupeand Fred Burr’ s1930
Model A Ford Coupewereondis-
play. Thelast stop on the tour that
day was at Dr. Peck’s barn where
the good doctor served refresh-
mentsin that remodeled and com-

fortable old building. There was
talk of organizingaclubat thattime,
butitwasdeemed advisabletowait
until the following spring to make
theclub areality.

At 1:30 p.m. on May 13, 1963,
FredMagley’s1925Model T Ford
Coupe, Ron Lillich and Larry
Cross, in Fred Magley’s 1928
Model A Ford Coupe and Keith
Harvey, St. Francis, in his 1930
Model A Ford pickup, left Bird City
and headed west to St. Francis.
They were joined, near the Guy
Lamb farm, 3 1/2 miles east of
Wheeler, by Ralph Crawford, driv-
ing his 1926 Chevrolet Coupe, and
Elmer Felzien, behind thewheel of
his 1902 Rambler replica. Fred
Burr, Don Hartman and Jim
Manson, whoseantiqueautoswere
identified earlier, also joined the
party at thislocation.

On acold, windy Sunday after-
noon, June9, 1963, thefourthtour,
with autos driven by Fred Magley,
Elmer, Don Charles, Keith, Bill (in
Ralph’s 1926 Chevrolet), and Au-
gust Wahl of Kanorado, driving his
own 1912 Detroiter Touring car,
departed from Majestic Service
Station, St. Francis, intending to
tour to Benkelman, Neb., by way of
Bird City. On reaching Bird City,
those persons traveling the open
vehicleswereexceedingly cold, so
the tour stopped for coffee at the
Dairy Kinganddecidedtocomplete
the trip to Benkelman on a nicer
day.

On Sunday, July 14, 1963, Fred
Magley, Don, Elmer, Bill and
Royce Pettinger, driving his 1929
Ford Coupe, met at Majestic Ser-
vice Station and toured to Atwood,
wherethey visitedwithantiqueauto
buffsinthat area.

A Mock Auto Show, sponsored
by the car enthusiasts, washeld in
thethen vacant lot west of M ajestic
ServiceonJuly 1,1963. Thevintage
vehicles of regular participants:
Fred Magley, Don, Keith, Fred
Burr, Ralph, Jim, EImer and Dr.
Peck were on display and partici-
pated in old car games during the
day. Threenew antiquecar owners
were at the show. Linden Welle of
Arapahoe, Colo., displayed his
1928 Ford Coupeand wasdeclared
Champion of the Show by a popu-
lar vote. Robert Helman of
Goodland brought his1923 Model
T Ford Coupe. Ken Stout, also of
Goodland, brought his1924 Model
T Ford Coupe. Following what
turned out to be a very successful
day, antique car owners and their
families took a turn around St.
Francis, their last stop being the
upstairsTrophy RoominDr. Peck’s
barn, where, following refresh-
ments, the Tri-State Antique Auto
Clubwasformally organized.

After aproper election of offic-
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ers, the first item of business to
come before the club was the ap-
pointment of several persons to
serveasjudgesat the antique Auto
Display duringthe St. FrancisDia-
mond Jubilee, which wasto be ob-
served on Aug. 8, 1963.

Thefirst slate of offices elected
included: Fred Magley, president;
SylviaFelzien, secretary/treasurer;
Ralph Crawford, tour director;
Keith Harvey, director of public
relations; Henry Hilt, membership
chairman; Elmer Felzien, Don
Hartman, Robert Helmanand Lin-
den Welle, directors of the board.
Formation of the club wastruly a
climax to an outstanding day - and
will long be remembered by those
who took part in the first informal
antique car show in the tri-state
area.

Atthesecondregular meeting, on
Sept. 21, 1963, the 10th annual
Thresher show wasinfull swing at
the Roy Kite farm, north of Bird
City, when Tri-State Antique Auto
Clubrepresentativesarrived. Mem-
bersof the70-day-old clubinatten-
dancethat day were: Fred Magley,
Ralph Crawford, Henry Hilt and
Keith Harvey. Duane Hawkins,
McDonald, aprospective member,
waspresent withhis1931 Model A
Ford. Sincethat day, 40 years ago,
the Auto Club has devoted untold
hours to the successes of each
yearly Thresher show and, in 1976,
became an associate organization
of the Thresher Association.

Charter membershipsweremade
availablethrough December 1963.
Those who had become members
by that datewere: Mr.and Mrs. Roy
Vaughn, Anton, Colo.; Mr. and
Mrs. Clarence W. Beamgard,
Atwood; Mr. and Mrs. Linden
Welle, Arapahoe; Mr. and Mrs. Al
“Bunt” Reining, Benkelman; Mr.
andMrs. Robert Brubaker, Mr. and
Mrs. Raymond Horvath, Mr. and
Mrs. Robert JonesandMr.and Mrs.
Fred Magley, all of Bird City; Mr.
and Mrs. Harold B. Welle, Chey-
enne Wells, Colo.; Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Reed, Colby; Mr. and Mrs.
Maynard Bane, Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ertHelmanandDr. Richard Taylor,
all of Goodland; Mr. and Mrs.
Henry Hilt, Haigler, Neb.; Mr. and
Mrs. Loyd Covert, Holyoke, Colo.;
Mr. and Mrs. August Wahl,
Kanorado; Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Reuber, Ludell; Mr. and Mrs. Jim
Hallagin and Mr. and Mrs. Orville
Hartman, McDonad; Mr.andMrs.
Fred Burr, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Crawford, Larry Cross, Mr. and
Mrs. CharlesDraper, Mr. and Mrs.
Elmer Felzien, Mr. and Mrs. Bill
Fiedler, Mr. and Mrs., Don
Harman, Mr. and Mrs. Keith
Harvey, Marlin Lillich, Ronald
Lillich, Wendell Lillich and Dr.
JH.A. Peck, al of St. Francis; Mr.

MELVINWRIGHT escortsLillian Gorthy,Thresher Queen,

duringthe Cheyenne County Fair Paradeon Aug. 12, 1989.
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Notice of Budget Hearing

willmeetonthe 29th dayof August , 2003

at 9:00 A.M., atthe COUNTY COURTHOUSE for the purpose of hearing and answering objections of taxpayers relating to the proposed
use of all funds and the amount of 2003 ad valorem tax. 7
Proposed Budget 2004 Expenditures and the Amount of 2003 Ad Valorem Tax establish the maximum limits of the 2004 budget.
Est. Tax Rate* is subject to change depending on the final assessed valuation.

2002

2003

PROPOSED BUDGET 2004

Prior Year
Actual

Fund Expenditures

Actual
Tax
Rate”

Actual
Tax
Rate*

Current Year
Estimate of
Expenditures

Est.
Tax
Rate*

Amount of
2003 Ad

Expenditures [ Valorem Tax

General

1,358,818

19.007 1,198,707 17.917

1,500,069 900,928 24.744

Road and Bridge

761,720

9.764 772,032 10.136

760,650 455,467 12.509

Bridge Building

38,760

1.149 53,000 2.046

39,000 2,197 0.060

Noxious Weed

20,731

38,630 0.064

38,000 12,537 0.344

Hospital

518,865

575,000 8.138

525,000 228,161 6.266

Bond and Interest

0 0.000 204,272 |- 8.884

305,136 268,084 7.363

Prairie Dog

7,834

5,325

7,100

Special Parks & Recreation

0 1,600

5,804

Special Alcohol

0 2,367

8,336

Health Grants

13,440

20,000

39,710

Solid Waste

67,094

3,824

0

Special Machinery

2,000

Noxious Weed Capital Outlay

0 T

Spec Ambulance Cap Outlay

0

Equipment Reserve

97,841

Totals

2,887,103

37.528 2,964,757 47.185

3,228,905 1,867,374 51.286

Less: Transfers

147,652

190,490

Net Expenditures

2,739,451

200,500

2,774,267

3,028,405

Total Tax Levied

1,398,097

1,398,097

Assessed Valuation

37,242,250

36,234,870

36,410,523

ebtedness, January
2002

GO Bonds

2003

Lease-Purchase

Total

1,473,600
0

82,800

1,473,600

Fire Districts:
No. 1 - General

1.205 36,000 1.532

44,000 38,977 1.442

No. 1 - Equip Reserve

No. 1 - Special Equip

*Tax Rates are expressed in mills.

Terry Miller

Clerk

Thursday, August 21, 2003
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2003 TRI-STATE AUTO QUEEN Jane Brubaker was crowned Auto Queen thisyear. Mrs.
Brubaker received aspecial rideduringthe Cheyenne County Fair Parade.

and Mrs. Royce Smith, Stratton
Neb.; Mr. and Mrs. Hubert
Cranmer, Mr. and Mrs. Melvin
Speicher and Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Smith, all of Wray, Colo.; and
Oliver Koffed, Yuma, Colo.

Many tours and activities have
occurredintheyearssincethe Auto
Club was founded. In addition to
touring to many sites within 100
miles of home, members have ap-
pearedinvariousannual and special
parade events, rod runs and car
shows. They have made many fur-
ther trips, like to Pioneer Village,
Minden, Neb., Sternberg Museum,
Hays, PaloDuro Canyon, Canyon,
Texas; the Rex Bressler home,
Happy, Texas; Cal Farley’s Boys
Ranch, Amarillo, Texas, TheGreat
American Road Race, Oakley;
TaradoMansion, Arriba, Colo.; the
Antique Care Museum, Stratton,
Colo.,amongthem. Club members,
in younger years, even did some
camping at annual Beecher Island
observances. In June 1990, mem-
bersWesand Cindy Herdt, viaan-
tique vehicle, accompanied the
Eisenhower Five Star Tour from
Kanorado To Abilene, commemo-
rating the 100th birthday of Presi-
dent Dwight David Eisenhower,
whose boyhood home was in
Abilene. Auto Club founder, Fred
Magley, served as Western Chair-
man of the Five Star Tour.

Therewasoneday in particular,
while on tour in St. Francis, that
Auto Club memberswill never be
abletoforget. AccordingtotheJuly
14, 1966, issue of the . Francis
Herald: “Ninetouringantiquecars,
all members to the Tri-State An-
tique Auto Club, and their occu-
pants were hauled into court Sun-
day afternoon during their tour of
St. Francis. They werechargedwith
touring without apermit.”

When they were ordered to the
courthouse and then taken before
acting judge Bud Jennings, some
really began to wonder just what
was taking place. They did not
know that tour director, Ralph
Crawford and Elmer Felzien had
prearrangedthearrest,andwhenthe
chargesand sentenceswereread, all
realized that agood joke had been
pulled. “Police Chief Jenningsand
Patrolman Jack Jolliffe had ahard
timekeeping straight faceswhilein
the process of arresting and bring-
ing to the courthouse the nine cars
and all thefamiliesinvolved.”

“When the large group left the
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MEMBERSCOULD befound workingon antiquecar sat the

Fred Magley farm during January, 1980.
Photo courtesy of Marsha Magley

courthouse, they were much hap-
pier than when they went in, for
many feltthearrest had been‘ onthe
level’...” There were 35 in atten-
dancethat day, including thefami-
liesof Keith Harvey, Royce Smith,
Henry and Ervin Hilt, Dale Crist,
Dr. Douglas M. Fair, Fred D.
Magley, LeRoy Ginther, Ralph
Crawford, EImer Felzien, Darrel
Weber andMiloSmith.” LindaHilt.
LindaHilt said shemust havereally
been affected by the episode asshe
gave birth to a9 pound baby boy
that night.”

In1976, Mindy Kite, St. Francis,
becamethefirst Auto Club Queen
during ceremonies at the Thresher
showinBird City. Several otherla-
dies have been so honored. There
have al so been five male members
of the club honored as Coil Box
Boys, thetitlederivingfromthefact
that early malemembersof theclub
referred to themselves as The Coil
Box Boys.

The roster of other Auto Club
Queens and Coil Box Boys in-
cludes: Gladys Beamgard,
Atwood, 1977; MinnieCrawford,
St. Francis, 1978; Hazel Hartman,
McDonald, 1979; Hattie Toth,
Atwood, 1980; Bessie Persinger,
Atwood, 1981; Marsha Magley,
Bird City, 1982; Dee Fries,
Benkelman, 1983; Carol
Brubaker, Bird City, 1984; Jane
Burns, Bird City, 1985; Betty
Golding, Stratton, 1986; Evelynn
Harvey, St. Francis, 1987; Vada
Leach, Bird City, 1988; Carol
Harvey, St. Francis, 1989; Cindy
Westbrook Herdt, Oakley, 1990;
Gina Herdt, Apache Junction,
Ariz.; 1991; JanelleBowers, Bird
City, 1992; Rosemary Powell,
Bird City, 1993; Kristin Burns,
Bird City, 1994; BelindaBoyson,
Bird City, 1995; June Herdt,
Oakley, 1996; Myra Miller,

McDonald, 1997; Ralph
Crawford, St. Francis, 1998; Frec
D. Magley (wife Marsha), and
Glenn O. Neitzel, Bird City anc
St. Francis, 1999; Terry Burns
(wife Jane), Bird City, 2000;
Wesley D. Herdt (wife Cindy),
Oakley and Bird City, 2001;
Tanya West, Oakley, 2002; anc
Jane Brubaker, 2003.

Current Auto Club officers are
WesHerdt, president/tour director;
Demi H. Shahan, first vice presi-
dent; Delbert W. Powell, seconc
vice president; Rosemary Powell,
secretary/treasurer/historian; Frec
D. Magley, Carol and Bob
Brubaker and WesHerdt, directors
of theboard; MarshaMagley, Trail<
‘N’ Taleseditor/reporter.

Past Auto Club presidents are:
Fred D. Magley, 1963, ‘64, ‘89;
Royce Smith, 1965, ‘66, ‘68, ‘ 72;
Elmer Felzien, 1967, ‘' 73; Ralph
Crawford, 1969, ‘ 74; Eric Bose,
1970, ‘' 71; Joe Vap, 1975, ‘ 76; Ri-
chard Poynor, 1977, ' 78; Orville
Hartman, 1979; Henry Persinger,
1980; Terry Burns, 1981, ‘82, ‘ 83,
‘84,85, '86, ‘87, '88; Jane Burns,
1990, ‘91, 192, ‘93, ‘94, ‘95, * 96,
‘97, '98; Wesley D. Herdt, 1999,
2000, ‘' 03.

The club has hosted eight Show
‘N ShineeventsinBird City. Mem-
bershavesupported many long-for-
gotten community projects, sub-
stantial giftsweregiventowardthe
purchaseof theJawsof Life. High-
way cleanup, community youth,
building constructionat the Thresh-
ers grounds, giftsto the Cheyenne
County Museum building project
arerecorded withintheminutesre-
corded in club newsletters.

InNovember 2003, membersare
anticipating sharing a 25th annual
Thanksgiving potluck dinner with
the Thresher Association.

Van Allen, Inc. « Wheeler, KS.

Fall Field Da
Aug. 26
10:00 a.m. CDT

Location: 1/4 mile N. of Van Allen, Inc.
East side of road.
Tom Stevens - Cooperator

y

Featuring:

i
Krause 4830
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