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Auctioneers Note:
The Elsie Lidke Estate auction offers a fantastic collection of more than 80 years. Elsie was an Idalia pioneer,
having been active in many areas of community and historical happenings. The items being offered at this auction
have much of Idalia & Eastern Colorado history — from the phone switch board, the Bank Teller window to the
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I found a quick and painless cure.
When I developed hemorrhoids, my doctor recommended Hemcure...the
painless, non-surgical treatment method performed by M.D.s. It took only a
few short visits to the doctor’s office. And since no recuperation was needed, I
could resume my normal activities right away.
With Hemcure, curing my hemorrhoid problem was simple. Any cost, my
insurance covered it.
Hemorrhoids aren’t the easiest thing to talk about. But listen, if you’ve got
hemorrhoids, why suffer? Do as I did and call to find out more.

Thank you to all who helped with this
year’s 2003 Cheyenne County Fair. A full
list of all volunteers, sponsors and friends

will follow in next weeks paper.

Cheyenne County
Fair Board

100 ct. Filler Paper      1.39   .39
Five-Star 5-Subject      5.99        4.49

Notebook
Paper mate 10pk.        .99   .74

No. 2 Pencils
Large Gluestick      1.99 1.49
48 Crayola Crayons      3.49 2.67
Stretchable Bookcovers   2.49 1.86
Kleenex 160ct.      1.49 1.16

WAS NOW

Cheyenne
Pharmacy

Plus

785-332-2250 or
1-800-332-4077

301 W. Washington • St. Francis, KS

Hours: M-F • 8 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sat. • 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Sun. • Closed

Back-to-School Sale!
25% off ALL school products

Corn field to help with research
By Karen Krien

“People keep asking me what
I’m doing with that corn field,”
said Gary Yonkey, who has a spe-
cial corn field just west of
Wheeler along U.S. 36.

As it was growing in the early
stages, it was obvious that the corn
was being planted differently. A
special research planter was
brought to the acreage and it
plants a different hybrid every 1/
1000 of an acre — in other words,
there is a different hybrid planted
every 17 feet.

In the 8-acre plot, Mr. Yonkey
reported that there are at least
2,400 different varieties planted.

This small piece of land is a re-
search plot and Pioneer Hi-Bred
International is developing new
inbred corn lines which are even-
tually cross pollinated to make
new hybrid corn lines commonly
grown in most producers’ fields.

One of the key steps in develop-
ing new hybrids is to determine
their resistance or susceptibility
to key disease trains.

“Gary is cooperating with us to
screen our corn for susceptibility
to head smut, a devastating dis-
ease on the increase especially in
Kansas,” said Troy Bauer, Ph.D,
with Garden City Corn Research.

Shane Wurm, the crop consult-
ant for Mr. Yonkey, had recom-
mended that the Yonkey land be
used as a research plot because he
had several years where the crop
had head smut.

Head smut is a soil-bourne dis-
ease that infects the plant shortly
after germination and consumes
the entire reproductive system of
the plant, not allowing it to pro-
duce any grain.

“So if your field is 1 percent in-
fected with head smut, you will
experience 1 percent yield loss —
if it is 5 percent infected, you will
experience 5 percent yield loss —
the disease can be disastrous for a
producer,” Mr. Boer said.

From the first part of July to the
first part of August, workers for

Pioneer go into the fields to per-
form the inbred germination.
Each worker has his/her desig-
nated area and they bag the top ear
of the plant and bag the tassel with
a paper bag. At about 10 a.m.,
when the temperature is 85 de-
grees, the pollen begins raining.
That is when those working the
field take the bag and beat it by
hand which gently shakes the pol-
len from the tassel into the bag.
After tapping the pollen in the
bag, it is carefully placed over the
ear so that the silk and the pollen
mingle. That way, the plant can
pollinate itself.

“Our ultimate goal is a better
hybrid for the producer,” Mr.
Bauer said.

The goal at the Garden City
Corn Research Station is to de-
velop greater than 105- to 120-day
hybrids for the entire western half
of the United States.

At the Garden City Research
Station, corn is being developed
for drought resistance. It is picked
and shelled, and the seed is
shipped to three of Pioneers warm
climate nurseries in Hawaii,
Puerto Rico and Mexico. There
the seed is grown again the same
year, is harvested and shipped
back to Kansas where it will be
planted next year.

In the instance of the Yonkey
research plot, those at the research
station are screening a specific
disease. They will be collecting
the data and from that informa-
tion, they will decide which seed
will be sent to Hawaii, Puerto
Rico and Mexico.

Mr. Bauer remarked that Mr.
Yonkey is an excellent producer who
has “stepped up to the plate to help
screen the company’s corn lines for
susceptibility to this disease.”

Mr. Yonkey feels like this is a
win-win situation because not
only is he helping develop better
hybrids but the company fur-
nishes and plants the seeds and he
will reap the yields.

“Finding a seed that would be

‘smut free’ would be great help to
myself as well as other farmers,”
he said.

“If we can develop better hy-
brids for producers, it helps our
product line and it helps our cus-
tomers’ bottom line,” Mr. Bauer
said.

Mr. Yonkey has dedicated the
plot to research for the next few
years so when people turn their
heads and stare at the Yonkey corn
plot, keep in mind, it might look a
little different but it is going to
help area farmers grow better corn
which will produce better yields.

GARY YONKEY points out one of the division lines in his re-
search plot.                                                                Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Farm Bureau holds
annual meeting

The annual Farm Bureau dinner
meeting will be held at 6:30 p.m. on
Aug. 27 in the St. Francis Commu-
nity High School cafeteria.

Steve Baccus, Kansas Farm
Bureau President, will be the
speaker. He will be talking
about the recent mutual insur-
ance merger and the opportuni-
ties that it presents to the farm
organization. He may also be
talking about his December
2002 trade mission to Cuba and
how it impacts Kansas Farms.
Mr. Baccus knows about demo-

graphic changes underway in
agriculture, along with the pro-
grams the organization is in-
volved with and the future that
awaits.

Roger Zweygardt,  St.
Francis, who was selected as
the “Farm Family of 2002,”
will tell about the trip to Cali-
fornia that Farm Bureau pro-
vided for his family.

Shawn and Shawna Blanka
will speak as State Committee
members of “Young Farmers
and Ranchers.”

Sign-up continues for
crop disaster program

Sign up for the United States
Department of Agriculture’s Crop
disaster Program is continuing at
the Cheyenne County Farm Ser-
vice Agency office, and County
Executive Director Angie Berens
said contrary to rumors that pro-
ducers may have heard, no appli-
cation ending date has been an-
nounced.

“I understand how the rumor
started,” she said. “The regula-
tions state that applications must
be received by Aug. 25, or ‘such
other later date that may be an-
nounced.’ This is a case where
we’ve decided to go with the later
date, and that date has not been
announced by our national of-
fice.”

Although the program deadline
is not imminent, Director Berens
said producers should not wait
until the last minute to gather their
documentation and contact the
Farm Service Agency county of-
fice for an appointment.

Under the Crop Disaster Pro-
gram produces will be reimbursed
for qualifying crop production

and quality losses to crops for ei-
ther the 2001 or 2002 crops.

Payments will be issued for
losses exceeding 35 percent of ex-
pected production at: 50 percent
of the established price for crops
that were covered by crop insur-
ance; 50 percent of the established
price for crops for which crop in-
surance was not available; and 45
percent of the established price to
producers for crops that could
have been insured but were not.

Payments for Crop Disaster
Program will provide some $2 bil-
lion in aid nationwide for produc-
ers suffering from natural disas-
ters.  The Crop Disaster Program
payments are limited to $80,000
per producer. Just in the past tow
months, Kansas producers have
received over $95 million in crop
disaster payments.

The Farm Service Agency has
developed a Web site that pro-
vides producers with one conve-
nient location for details on new
and existing disaster assistance.
Producers can access the Web site
at http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov.

TIA SAGER was a guest on the Air Force One jet in Denver,
Colo.                                                                    Photo courtesy of Karol Seymour

Local girl tours
Air Force One plane

By Casey McCormick
Bird City’s Tia Sager was a guest

on a special jet last week: Air Force
One. The pale blue and white Boeing
747, which transports the president of
the United States of America, had
brought the nation’s leader to Denver
for a fund raiser.

Seventh grader Tia said, “We saw
the president being escorted to the
hotel,” as she arrived to where the
plane sat. Before each visitor could
board they had to pass a criminal
background check, have an identifi-
cation at all times and they were not
allowed to bring cameras or purses on
board.

“The president has most of the
plane and you can only go forward if
you are invited,” she said. The back
quarter of the jet is designated for
guest and media sitting.

 “From every seat except two you
can see a television” said Tia.

The are three levels to Air Force
One. On the upper tier is a flying

weather station.
“They now have their own Doppler

radar system, on the plane,” Tia said.
The guests were able to see Presi-

dent Bush’s office. “It has enough
room for a treadmill,” said Tia, “and
we got to sit in the president’s
chair.”

There are two kitchens on the
plane.

“Every plate and cup has the presi-
dential seal and even the cutting
boards have it,” said Tia.

Tia was able to tour the cockpit
which is manned by a crew of four.
“When standing in the cockpit from
your feet you’re 28 feet above the
ground.”

She was especially appreciative of
the honor of being a guest of the presi-
dent and her neighbors who invited
her for the tour. This was possible
because of Karol and Garry Seymour
whose nephew, Tony Alvarez, is the
chief flight engineer on Air Force
One.

• The world’s youngest parents
were 8 and 9 and lived in China in
1910.

• The first novel ever written on
a typewriter: Tom Sawyer.

• The San Francisco Cable cars
are the only mobile National Monu-

ments.
• Each king in a deck of playing

cards represents a great king from
history: Spades - King David,
Hearts - Charlemagne, Clubs -
Alexander, the Great Diamonds -
Julius Caesar

Trivia Facts

School Menu
Aug. 25 - Aug. 28

Monday: breakfast: sausage and
cheese scones, cereal, toast, juice,
milk; lunch: chicken fajitas, salad
bar, vegetable, fruit, milk

Tuesday: breakfast: french toast
or cereal, toast, juice, milk; lunch:
sausage gravy and biscuits, salad
bar, fruit, milk

Wednesday: breakfast: twirls,
cereal, toast, juice, milk; lunch:
Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes,
bread, fruit, salad bar, milk

Thursday: breakfast: sausage
gravy and biscuits, cereal, toast,
juice, milk; lunch: ham sandwich,
potato, salad bar, fruit, milk


