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School boar d dectsnew presdent

By Casey McCormick

It sure seemslike summer, with 100 de-
gree plus temperatures, but the Cheylin
School Board was hard at work Monday
night making decisions that will set the
coursefor thisschool year. New positions
on the board were made, future items got
attention and old businesswaslaid to rest.

Theboard president, toreplaceoutgoing
member Eric Churchwell, was voted in.

Cheryl Wilkinson will lead the organiza-
tion with Kerby Krien serving as vice-
president. Most committee positions will
remain the same with the exceptions of
newly elected Wade Carmichael joining
the Policy Committee and Technology
group. President Wilkinson stepped for-
ward to take the outgoing member’ splace
torepresent Kansas Association of School
Board’' s Governmental Relationsneeds.

Futureitemsincluded thereplacement of
outgoing staff member Carol Bell who is
relocatingtothe Topekaareawith husband
and daughter. Thismovewill openanaide
positionaswell asleaveagapinleadership
for danceteam and cheerleading help.

Thefall semester will see somechanges
inactivity fees. Inthepast, vo-ag and shop
studentshave been ableto useresourcesat
acertainamount of will. Theboard choose

project.

KIDSCOULD NOT WAIT for their turntorideon avintage, steam enginethresher last year. The annual event drawspeople
from far and near asthereissomethingfor everyoneat the Tri-State Antique Engineand Thresher Show.

Fiftyyear smakesT hresner Showhistory

The Tri-State Antique Engine
and Thresher Show will becel ebrat-
ing its 50th year when the show
opens July 31 at the thresher show
grounds east of Bird City on U.S.
36.

Ken Beougher, Association
president, reported that they are
expecting alarge crowd as he has
received callsfromall over includ-
ing Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma
and Colorado.

“There seems to be more than
usual interest thisyear,” he said.

50yearsago

In the early 1950s, a group of
farmers and businessmen from the
tri-stateareaof Nebraska, Colorado
and Kansas decided that the heri-
tage of farming in the high plains
should be preserved. By that time,
tractors had replaced the huge
steam engines and combines had
eliminated the need for the thresh-
ing machinesand separators.

A group of preservationists be-
gan forming the Tri-State Antique
Engine and Thresher Association
which was headquartered in Bird
City. It took several years of resto-
ration, cleaningand painting before
the first show was held at the Roy
Kite farm 2 1/2 miles northeast of
Bird City.

A Caselmplement deal er aswell
as afarmer, Mr. Kite had taken in
many old tractors and vintage
equipment as trade-ins and stored
them. Hewasableto spearhead the
restoration project.

The first show in 1953 offered
only atent for protection. Out-
houses served as bathrooms. Con-
ditionswerecrudebut everyonehad
agood time. Ladies and children
were admitted free and the men
were charged 50 cents daily. Be-
cause of the enthusiasm, another
show was held.

Therewerenofacilitiesfor stor-
ing the steam engines, tractorsand
threshing equipment at the Kite
farm so an annual parade of equip-
ment would makethejourney tothe
farm from Bird City. When they
crossed U.S. 36, trafficwasstopped
bothwaysand rubber tireswere put
down on the surface to protect the
oil.

The show continued to grow.
Articles of Incorporation were
adopted and a 501 C3 status was
receivedfromthelnternal Revenue

Service. Chet Sawyer served asthe
first president and Melvin Write
was the secretary and treasurer.
Both served those of ficesfor many
years.

The show continued at the Kite
farm through 1974 and then the
Association purchased 20 acres
from Ralph and Ruth Leach at the
northeast corner of Bird City. Inthis
new location, permanent buildings
were soon erected. Thefirst build-
ings were the Anderson building,
built with funds from Ivan Ander-
son, Kanorado, the main building
with the fold-out sides, and the
Country Kitchen. These buildings
are still in use today and 12 other
buildings have been added.

Landwasal soacquiredfromBob
Sager, Boband LaurieJones, Ralph
and Ruth L each and Jimand Cindy
Leach. Today, the Association has
45.7 acres where they grow wheat
for binding. The wheat is shocked
and placed inside until show time.
During the show, the bundles are
threshed and thewheat isthen sold
at thelocal elevators.

Thresher Queen

Thereisnow a Thresher Queen
selected each year. The queen is
selected from the tri-state areaand
isrecognized the first day of the
show. Her name isknown only by
the Association president Ken
Beougher and for two weeks, her
picture, takenin her younger years,
ispublishedinTheS. FrancisHer-
ald and Bird City Times which
bringsmoreinterest aspeopletry to
guessher identity.

President Beougher said that by
selecting a queen, the Association
honor thewomenwhowereinstru-
mental during thethreshing season,
spending long hours cooking. On
theshow groundsisthecook shack
and people are invited to come by
and see just how these women
worked. Thisyear’s queen would
have been 50 years younger when
thefirst show washeld.

Engines, tractorsand vehicles

Last year, there were 12 opera-
tional steam engines at the show.
These steamers are available for
rides. The huge engines are in-
spected andregistered safeby acer-
tified boiler inspector.

There are close to 200 classic
tractorsat theshow andthey partici-
pate daily in the parade. Thereis

By Casey McCormick

TheBird City Postmaster will
bepresentingacommemorative,
pictorial stamp at the soon to be
held Tri-State Antique Engine
and Thresher Association Show.
As a community service, the
postal serviceisofferingacancel-
lation stamp, with a picture of a
steam engine and the
Association’ slogo, that postmas-
ter SonjaWeedenwill usetoim-
printenvel opesor postcardsat the
show.

Postmaster Weeden will be at
atemporary post officein Build-
ing 2 on Saturday, Aug. 2, from

10 am. to 2

p.m. Shewill
have enve-
. lopes and
postcards
available to
be stamped

Post office to mark
show with stamp

withthecommemorativeimprint.

For those who can not attend
the event but would like the can-
cellationmay submit amail order
reguestinstead. All requestsmust
include a stamped envel ope or
postcardbearing at |east themini-
mumfirst-classmail postage (37
centsper envelopeor 23 centsper
postcard.) Items submitted for
cancellation may not include
stampsissued after thedateof the
event. Suchitemswill bereturned
without service.

Individualswishingtoobtaina
cancellation should affix stamps
to any envelopes or postcard of
their choice, addresstheenvel ope
or postcard to themselvesor oth-
ers,insertacardof postcardthick-
ness in envelopes for sturdiness
andtuck intheflap. Placetheen-
velopeor postcardinalarger en-
velope and address to Pictorial
Cancellations, Tri-State Antique
Engineand Thresher Association
Station, P.0.Box 9998, Bird City,
Kan., 67731-9998.

After applying the pictorial
cancellation the postal service
will return the envel ope or post-
cardthroughthemail. Customers
who want their stamped item re-
turned with in a protected cover
should send alarger, stamped,
self addressed envel ope.

also a parade of classic cars oper-
ated by members of the Tri-State
AntiqueAuto Clubwhich operates
closely with the Association.

Therearealsovehiclesinthecar
museum. The museum was built
with funds from Dee and Peg Th-
ompsonin memory of their son.

Startswith ablast!

Eachday, theshow kicksoff with
theblast of thesteamenginewhistle
at9:30a.m.

Throughout the four-day show,
therewill begrainthreshing, plow-
ing, Prony brakeand Baker fantest-
ing for steam and gas engines,

steam engine races, steam engine
pyramid stunts, the displays of op-
erating stationary engines (both
steamand gas), theoperation of the
sawmill, parades of all antique
equipment andthe special paradeof
the early-day harvest equipment.

The blacksmith and printing
presswill be operating and activi-
ties will be held in the different
buildingsincluding theold school-
house, sod houseand church. It will
takeat | east aday totour the build-
ings and see the activities. Also,
each evening, different activities
areheld.

to raise theflat activity fee for vo-ag stu-
dentsfrom $10to $15, whileshop students
will stay at $10. Both classeswill see stu-
dents pay an additional fee of amaximum
priceof 3percentfor material costsontheir

HometownMarket wasawarded thecon-
tract for supplyingthe Cheylin school with
cafeteriamilk at thelowest bid received.

Before the next school year a random

drugtesting policy will beimplementedfor
Cheylin schools. The board spent time
Monday to change and fine tunethis mea-
sureandwill meet againfor aspecial meet-
ing after thedistrict’ slawyer hashad time

to rewrite the document.

Old businessincluded the closing of of -
ficia businessfor the 2002-03 school year
and the approval to destroy aging docu-
ments.

Eventspromise
toentertainall
duringshowdays

Four daysfilledwithactivitiesis
planned for the 50th Tri-State An-
tique Engine and Thresher Show,
July 31-Aug. 3 held in Bird City.
Activitiesbeginat 9:30a.m. Thurs-
day through Saturday. On Sunday,
church servicesare held at 9 am.,
9:30 am. and 10 a.m. at the Coun-
try Church on the grounds.
Throughout the show, thereis a
swap meet and fleamarket.

Throughout the four day event,
thereisavariety of food including
homemadepiesservedat theCoun-
try Kitchen, the Shriner’s Candy
Wagonisopenwith snow conesand
cotton candy; and there are avari-
ety of boothssellingfreshlemonade
and other drinksand snacks.

However, one the main attrac-
tions are the buildings which in-
clude the Egger’ s Building which
houses an outstanding museum.
Thereareindividua roomssetupto
depict lifein the early days. Dem-
onstrations and programs are held
daily.

As visitors arrive, they are
greeted by the “putt, putt” of the
many stationary engines lined up
under the cottonwood trees. These
stationary enginesmadelifeeasier
for pioneers and sound much like
theold Maytag washing machines.
These engines helped Grandma
washtheclothesand Grandpapump
water for livestock.

The quilt building has over 30
quiltson display. The Association
owns nine quilts, received as gifts
plus other quiltsin the area. This
year, the Sawyer family quiltwill be
on display. Sue Lamb donated an
embroidered signatureblocksfrom
her parents, Treva Henry pieced
them together and the Methodist

Ladieshavebeenquiltingthequilt.

These blockswere from the 1930s

and most of the names are people

fromtheBird City area. Thefabric

used is 1930s reproduction.
Thursday

Thursday evening, theliterary is
held at the Highland Country
School located on the grounds. As
peopleenter the school, they expe-
rience memoriesof being akid sit-
ting inthe old-time desks.

Friday

Friday eveningisthepopular an-
tiquetractor pull. Thisisnot ajurieg
event — it’sjust afun event. The
show startsaround 6 or 6:30 p.m. S
theshow canendwiththesteamers
pulling inthe evening at dusk. Itis
aspecial sight to see the embers
from boilers against the darkening
horizon.

Saturday

Saturday after afull day on the
grounds, abarbecueisprepared anc
served by theMcDonald Lionswill
beheldfrom5to 7 p.m. They have
sweet corn that is cooked with the
heated water fromthesteamengine
boiler.

The Saturday evening’s enter-
tainment, whichbeginsat 7 p.m., i
the4th Artillery Regimental Brass
Band from Denver. The players
dressin Civil War attire and they
involvetheaudienceinthe perfor-
mance. They will be teaching the
audiencetheVirginiareel and other
folk dancesplustheir concert.

Sunday

Sunday starts with church ser-
vicesbeing heldinthemorning anc
demonstrations going on until
around 5 p.m. but there are nc
evening activities.

Book remembers
Important past
of Thresher Shows

The50th annual show of the Tri-
State Antique Engineand Thresher
Associationwill soonbeunderway
inBird City withthefamiliar “toot”
of the engine whistle and distinct
smell of coal-fired steam power. In
honor and celebration of its 50th
year, the Associationispublishing
a coffee-table history book of the
organization.

“Thebook isreally an effort to
preservesomeof our history,” As-
sociation president Ken Beougher
said. “Andto celebrate and enjoy
this wonderful thing we call the
steam engine show.”

The book will be afull-color
“coffee-table” style book filled
with pictures of the equipment
and peoplewho maketheshow. A
professional photographer will be
on-sitein July to record the 50th
show, but the Association needs
contributions from the commu-
nity members and others to pro-
vide photographs of shows in
years past.

“We'reespecially interestedin
finding photographs of the “old-
timers” who helped start the
show, Bird City folksin action at
the show and past thresher
queens,” said Jennifer (Dorsch)
Erickson, editor of the book. “If
someone in your family was in-
volved in the show, we'd love to
have their picture. The only way
their picture can beinthebook is

if youloan usthe photo.”

Ms. Erickson says to clearly
mark photos if the owners want
them returned. A good way to dc
thisisto put an adhesive mailing
|abel ontheback of the photowith
theowner’snameoniit.

“We'll return everything after
wehavemet our printing require-
ments,” she said.

Submissionsmay be brought tc
the Association officein building
number 2 during the show July 31,
August 1, 2, and 3 or mailed to
P.O.Box 9, Bird City, KS67731.
Please make all submissions be-
fore Sept. 15.

In addition to photographs, the
Associationwouldliketoinclude
“memories’ or “commentaries’
about the show from community
members. Written submissions
can be e-mailed to:
thresherbook@mchsi.com or
mailed to Box 9, Bird City, KS
67731.

“The equipment is special,
that’s for sure,” Mr. Beougher
said, “but the people of the com-
munity are what makes the show
happen and we'd love to include
as many memories from folks as
we can.”

The books will be available to
purchasein May 2004. The project
isbeing financed in part by agrant
from the Century 11 Foundation of
Bird City.
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