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Thelocation of the Fourth
of July fireworksdisplay has
beenmovedfromthefootball
field to the Thresher Show
Grounds.

Refreshmentsand afellow-
shiptimewill beginat 9 p.m.
and the fireworks are sched-
uled for 10 p.m. Spectators
should bring lawn chairsand
blankets to sit on since seat-
ingislimited at thislocation.

Anyone interested in vol-
unteeringtheirtimetohelpdi-
rect thecrowd should contact
Dan Bowersat 734-2614.

Weather
observer
Ishonored

Editor’ snote: Thefollowingarticle
wastakenfromthe June 16 edition of
“ FencePost” magazineandfeatured
inMilo Yield’ scolumn.

| have another weather report (of
sorts) to make. It s actually a story
about aweather reporter. Onmy trip,
when | stopped to overnight at Bird
City, Kan.,| learnedthat my oldfriend
Tommy Sawyer hasretired fromhis
dutiesastheunofficial local weather
reporter. For acouple of decades or
more, oI’ Tommy has labored dili-
gently to report the day’ s weather
forecast and the daily high and low
temperatures, moisture, humidity,
and other pertinent weather-related
information.

Without fail, that weather report
wasposted early inthemorningona
chalk board at the Blue Bird Cafein
downtown Bird City so the local
farmers and townspeople could dis-
cusstheweather asthey arebreakfast
and then plantheir day accordingly.

I ranTommy downat hishomeand
hejokingly said that he' d been fired
becausethelasttwoyearshecouldn’t
get it torain. And he said that ever
since herelinquished hiswesather re-
porting duties a couple months ago,
the Bird City area has been blessed
with abundant rainfall.

Tommy, rather than you getting
fired for poor weather reporting, |
think therainisjust God' s way of
thankingyoufor athanklessjobdone
well and faithfully.

By Karen Krien

Darwin McClung with Rhoads
Construction, Goodland, was
present to talk about the plans for
the hospital remodeling when the
Cheyenne County Hospital Board
met Thursday evening.

Thecostsfor thehospital remod-
eling including change orders will
be $2,175,250. Mr. McClung said
he had talked to the architects and
they were supposedly getting the
changeordersoutimmediately, but,
as of meeting night, the ordershad
not arrived.

“As soon as the contract and
changeordersaresigned, wewill be
able to get started within two to
threeweeks,” Mr. McClung said.

They thenturnedto other change
opinionswhichincludedwhether or
not to include surge protectors on
each panel. It was Mr. McClung's
opinionthat surgeprotectorsshould
remain in the plans. They also
talked about the electrical system
going into the hospital and that the
location may not beasefficientif it
were located in another area. Mr.
McClung said he would look into
the matter.

Rueben Schultz, board president,
commented onthedifferenceinthe
bids for windows, noting that
Rhoads’ bidwasconsiderably less.

Theclinic constructionwhichis
being finished upwasdiscussedin-
cluding someof theminor construc-
tion details. It was noted that
Thissen Construction, thecompany
doing the work, had been at the
clinic that week and that the final
payment isbeing held until every-
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RICHARD“DICK” UPCHURCH handlestheheat on abusy Saturday night at BigEd’ sSteakhouse. It

isnot unusual for several hundred steakstobeprepared inanight. Timesstaff photosby Casey McCormick

L ocal busnessearnsaward
for development, consstency

By Casey McCormick

Most everyonein northwest Kan-
sasknowswhereto gofor oneof the
best steaks in the region. And now,
Big Ed’ sSteakhouse and owner-op-
erator Richard Upchurch, are also
beingrecognizedfor businessdevel-
opment.

TheKansasBusinessAppreciation
MonthorganizationmetinOberlinon
Junel6toawardregional businesses.
The two area establishments given
awards were Big Ed's and Sainty
Super Foodsof St. Francis. BigEd's
was nominated by the Cheyenne
County Development Corporation.

BigEd's, whichemploysabout 25
workers, has long been known for
excellent food and alively environ-
ment but owner Richard Upchurch
has continued to expand by building
acar-truck wash along U.S. 36 and
changingthe Right Motel intoindi-
vidual storageunits. Thiswasdoneat
an expense of $400,000.

KarlaWhitmore, manager of Big
Ed' s, attendedtheceremony toaccept
the Merit Award on behalf of Mr.
Upchurch. (Itwas) “agrest honor and
| was happy to represent him for all
he’ sdonefor Bird City. I'm glad he
was recognized,” said Mrs.
Whitmore.

thing isfinished to the approval of
the architect and the board.

Theboard wasreminded that the
clinic open house would be held
from 6to 8 p.m. on Thursday.

Grants

Administrator LesL acy had been
to a Community Block Develop-
ment Grants meeting at the com-
missioners’ Junel6 meetingwhere
he wastold that there was a possi-
bility that the planned ambulance
entrance might be eligible for a
grant. He also asked about a grant
for the county health office which
will soon be moved from the high-
way office to the basement of the
clinic and found that getting the
matching funds might bemoredif-
ficult.

Earlier heand othersasking about
grantshad beentoldthat thefigures
taken from the government census
would determineif the county and
cities would be eligible for grants
The current census figures makes
thecounty ineligiblefor agrant. Re-
cently, those with Northwest Kan-
sas Planning and Development
Commission, whoarehandlingthe
grant writings, wereinformed that
surveyscould betaken and the eli-
gibility of county would be deter-
mined on thosewith low to moder-
ateincomelevels.

Administrator Lacy said that he
would be attending another Com-
munity Block Devel opment Grants
meeting in Stockton.

Computer system

Jackie John, area director for
Great Plains Health Alliance, the
company whichleasesthehospital,

LEXI WEISHAPL

AND Kori Underwood offer a full service car

wash for anyoneinter ested on Tuesdaysfrom 11:00to 2:00.

Hospital remodding proj ect
could gart asearly asJuly

reported onthe new computer sys-
temwhichwill soonbeused by the
CheyenneCounty Hospital aswell
asother hospital soperated by Great
PlainsHealth Alliance.

At the present time, the hospital
and others are with Hays Medical
Center but Hays was going to an-
other system whichisafar bigger
system (Meditech) thanthecounty
hospital or other small hospital
would need and would cost each
hospital around $25,000 a year
more.

The Siemens Company offered
the option for Great Plains Health
Alliance to purchase the system
and Great Plains would then de-
velopaprogramwithlocal support.
The cost would be about half plus
the cost of the staff to head up the
programwhichisstill lower that the
cost put out by Hays.

In other business

In other business:

* Crystal Murray, St. Francis, has
withdrawnfromthenursing schol-
arship program.

» Theadministrator reported that
those staying in the hospital had
beenlessthan budgeted. However,
the hospital had been able to meet
itscash needs.

 Theboardvotedto purchasean
Ikon copier for the hospital for a
cost of $6,377. Other bids were:
$7,009 and $5,550. While the bid
wasnot thelowest, it waswhat the
staff knew would work and was a
reputable copy machine.

* The board went into executive
session to discuss personnel with

N Firs wheat

load comesin
toBird City

By Casey McCormick

They do not seem to work
“banker’s hours” so it should
come as no
surprise that
Kermit and
Cludette Bear
had the first
load of wheat
broughtintoan
elevator in
Cheyenne
County.

“We actu-
ally harvested
itonSaturday,” saidMr. Bear, but
theseedtruck couldnot deliver the
loadtotheM cDougal Sager Grain
Company inBird City until Mon-
day.

TheJagger wheat wasweighed
inat 8:16 am. Theplot issmall,
only 35acres, andislocatedonthe
Bear’ sK.C. Ranchwhichisnorth
of Bird City alongtheRepublican
River. Moisture was recored at
14.2 percent and the test weight
was59.

The McDonald Coop Elevator
took initsfirst load of wheat on
Monday.Doug Howard brought
inthewheat whichhad 12 percent
moisture and a test weight of 61

and 62.

Beadsley Coop Elevator,
McDonald, also took inits first
load on Monday morning when
Tim Domsch brought in aload
with 11 percent moisture and 61
pound test weight.

Inthefirst load of wheat in the
western part of the county was
brought in by Rodney Bracelin
and his grandson Cade to the
Wheel er Equity elevator onMon-
day afternoon. Harvey Neitzel
followed him five minutes|ater.

The Bracelin Brother’s wheat
field is located south of St.
Francis. Mr. Bracelin said it took
about two turns around the fielc
and they had a truckload which
couldindicatethat theyieldswill
be fair on that field.

The moisture in
the first
load of
wheat
was
13.5-
per- -
cent
and test
weight=" 1|
was 57
pounds.

Sarvicemeninfodill
needed for papers

The Saint Francis Herald and
Bird City Timeswill bepublishing
a"“Freedom” specia section and
are looking for names and ad-
dresses of those who have served
this country in any of the armed
sarvices. Thedtaff hasextendedthe
deadline for submitting informa-
tionto June27.

“We are asking that people
pleasecall theofficesat 785-332-
3162 or 785-734-2659 with
names,” said Karen Krien, pub-
lisher. “If we do not have the
names, they will beleft out of the

special sectionandwedonotwant
thisto happen.”

Businessesandindividual swill
havetheopportunity tohel pspon-
sor thissection. Thosenot receiv-
ing acall but would like to help
should contact Claireat TheHer-
aldoffice.

“Thisisaspecia timewhenwe
havehadasuccessful campaignin
the Middle East and it isatime
whenall of our military personnel
should be remembered and hon-
ored. We need your help,” Mrs.
Kriensaid.
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PRACTICING PHYSICAL FITNESS—Itwashot and Junior Missgirlswerestill practicing
routines Monday evening. Pictured: (I tor) Dana Raile, Hayley Y oung, Toni Rice, Andrea
Carpenter, Christi Antholz, ChristinaZweygar dt, M eredith Knodel and Hannah Sowers.

Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

GirlsvieforJunior Misstitle

By Karen Krien

Eight young ladies will be per-
forming at the Cheyenne County
Junior Miss program at 7 p.m. on
Saturday inthe St. FrancisCommu-
nity High School auditorium. That
afternoon at 2 p.m., therewill bea
parade down Main Street with in-
troductions and an autograph ses-
sion at the banksintersection.

Those participating in the pro-
gram are Dana Raile, Hayley
Y oung, Toni Rice, AndreaCarpen-
ter, Cristi Antholz, Christina

Zweygardt, Meredith Knodel and
Hannah Sowers.

Throughout the week, the girls
havebeenpracticingtheirtalentand
physical fitnessnumbers. Theinter-
viewswiththejudgeswill beheldon
Saturday followed by aluncheonin
thegirls honor.

Each evening the girls go out for
supper then come back for somere-
laxation time with the 2003 Junior
Miss, Jenny Weems before practic-
ingroutines.

Thisyear’ sthemeisJungleFever.

Aftertheopening number and parade
of contestants, Miss Weemswill be
introduced and will present aspecial
number. Thepoisepresentationfinds
contestants at their best asthey an-
swer thejudge’ s* question.” Thetal-
ent numbers follow and finally, the
fitness presentation.

Following the announcement of
thenew Junior Miss, therewill bean
afterglow inthecafeteria.

Check out the specia Junior Miss
pagelocated el sewhereinthisissue.



