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CHEYLIN BOYS C-TEAM, front row, left to right - Heath Antholz, Dalton Magnani,
Jeremiah, White, Clint Burns, David Burns; middle row - Ethan Young, Eric Estrada,
Cory Rucker, Joshua Keltz, Lance Leonard; back row - Coach Brandi Moore, Clyde
Bolyard, Vance Churchwell, Craig Busse, Jacob White, Caleb Keltz, Mitchell Jensen,
Assistant Coach John Simmonds.

CHEYLIN GIRLS C-TEAM, front row, left to right - Kelly Basnet, Vanessa
Antholz, Blonca Ponce; middle row - Mindy Antholz, Whitney Wright, Debi
Banister; back row - Jessica Davis, Kaedra Dixson, Amber Mason, Anna
Ponce.

CHEYLIN B-TEAM, front row, left to right - Stephanie Hubbard, Vanessa Antholz, Kori
Underwood, Lexi Weishapl, Colleen Shrader, Mindy Antholz, Paula Turner; back row -
Amanda Banister, Cristi Antholz, Kaedra Dixson, Tiffany Antholz, Becca Mason, Angela
Brogan.

Bird City Bird Seed
Bird City Housing Authority
Bird City Times
Blue Bird Cafe
Bressler-Young Aviation
Clarence & Minnie Busse
Martin & Arlene Busse
Cheylin NEA
Country Trader Gun & Pawn Shop
Downtown Repair
First National Bank - Bird City
Frontier Equity Exchange
Leach Agency- Gary Leach, Agent
Norman & Vernetta Haack
John & Sharon Hendricks
Hot Brush
Joan Banister Agency
Royce & Darci Kehlbeck
Krien Farm Supply
Krien Pharmacy
Bill & Vada Leach
McDonald Grocery
McDougal-Sager Grain
Don & Canda Orten

Have a Great Season
Peoples State Bank
Prairie Land Electric
Shahan Terracing
Tri- State Antique Engine
          & Thresher Assoc.
Walden Farms
Bradley & Barbara Waters
Norma Wright
Radean & Velda Wright

After dedicating a new $8.59
million bridge across the Repub-
lican River west of Scandia, the
U.S. 36 Highway Association
members approved a windmill
promotion which they hope will
draw traffic to the northern Kan-
sas route.

Meeting June 13 at the Scandia
Community Center, the associa-
tion also discussed a feasibility
study which would look into the
possibility of developing U.S. 36
into a four-lane highway.

They heard reports about cur-
rent U.S. 36 construction and
maintenance by district engineers
from the Kansas Department of
Transportation. In addition, a re-
port about highway financing was
presented during the lunch hour
by Jim McLean, a special assis-
tant to Transportation Secretary
Deb Miller.

Mr. McLean said the depart-
ment was a little behind on money
with the continuing state budget
crisis, but the secretary thinks
they can complete the core
projects in the current highway
plan. The agency is operating with
a $447 million deficit in the 10-
year program at present, he said,
and a larger deficit would cause
problems.

“Next year is decision time,”
Mr. McLean said. “If you support
the highway program, legislators
need to hear from you now.”

Next year is the year when Kan-
sas will determine whether the
present road program continues,
he said.

President Steve Haynes of
Oberlin led the dedication cer-
emony near the east approach to
the new concrete bridge as a
crowd of about 100 people
watched.

The group heard brief remarks
by Second District  Engineer
Donald Drickey of Salina, who
said “this was a much-needed
project, in our estimation.”

State Sen. Janis Lee of
Kensington praised Governors
Mike Hayden and Bill Graves for
developing the state’s highway
program, and thanked transporta-
tion officials for their work and
dedication.

The U.S. 36 bridge was com-
pleted in the fall and is in use.
Traffic was traveling across it as

Sen. Lee cut the ceremonial rib-
bon. Then members and guests
enjoyed a steak dinner at Scandia
Community Center.

Rep. Jerry Moran intended to be
present for the bridge dedication,
but missed the ceremony because
of an airport flight delay.

State officials present included
Sen. Lee, a Democrat from
Kensington, and Reps. Clay
Aurand of Courtland, John Faber
of Brewster, and Sharon Schwarz
of Washington, all Republicans.

During their afternoon meeting,
association members decided to
move forward in promoting the
highway as a route of windmills.
This idea was suggested by Smith
Center Mayor Larry Brown dur-
ing the U.S. 36 fall meeting in
Smith Center.

As chairman of the windmill
committee, Penny Zeller of Sen-
eca suggested a slogan, “Ride the
Wind on U.S. 36 . . . Travel the
Trail of the Windmills.”

The group approved her sug-
gestion of signs carrying this mes-
sage, with markers along the route
wherever windmills are located.
They will incorporate a picture of
a windmill and the U.S. 36 shield
logo.

Cy Moyer of Phillipsburg said
he had researched the cost of large
signs at the Missouri and Colo-
rado borders which would invite
travelers to take the road. The
group authorized him to proceed
with one or two 8-by-20-foot
signs carrying the windmill theme
at a cost of $2,000 to $2,500 each.

Mayor Brown reported infor-
mation about a six-county High-
way 50 expressway study that was
completed in the area around
Dodge City and Garden City. He
learned that the commissioners of
six counties in that area had paid
the $42,000 cost of that study.

President Haynes said the U.S.
36 Highway Association should
move ahead with a four-lane fea-
sibility study for their route across
northern Kansas.

With extremely heavy traffic on
Interstate 80 to the north, he
pointed out, many travelers are
searching for a less-congested
route and U.S. 36 could benefit
from that. In addition, he said the
people of northern Kansas de-
serve better roads.

While no money would be
available for some time, Mr.
Haynes said this study should be
completed and presented to the
state so that U.S. 36 would be in
line for funds in the future.

“We need a plan or we won’t get
anything,” he said.

Mr. Haynes urged the directors
to find active members for the

association’s board. The group
also heard and discussed an idea
for a 400-mile garage sale along
their Kansas route, which could
draw a great deal of traffic.

The current officers were re-
elected. They include Jim
Erickson of Scandia, who orga-
nized the Friday meeting, vice-
president;  Mr. Moyer of

The U.S. Highway 36 Asso-
ciation heard reports from
highway officials about
projects along the route during
its annual meeting last week in
Scandia.

Roy Rissky of Topeka, dis-
trict engineer in Topeka for the
Kansas Department of Trans-
portation, highlighted U.S. 36
projects in northeastern Kan-
sas.

The largest is a $45 million
project at Marysville, now un-
der way, which includes a new
bridge over the railroad and the
Blue River. This is a coopera-
tive venture between the state,
the Union Pacific Railroad, and
the Army Corps of Engineers.

The rail line there caries 70 to
80 long trains a day, and this
had resulted in major delays for
U.S. 36 traffic. The project in-
cludes levee work and moving
the railroad tracks.

Mr. Rissky described seven
other projects which are
planned between Marysville
and the Missouri state line.
These involve interchanges,
new road alignments, grade
separations, overlay work, and
a four-lane section from Troy
to Wathena.

The District  2 report for
north-central Kansas was pre-
sented by District Engineer
Donald Drickey of Salina.

Mr. Drickey described a $4.6
million project covering 6.4
miles west of Mankato in
Jewell County. It includes sur-

face rehabilitation, spot grading,
and replacing the Limestone
creek bridge.

Another Jewell County project
will be 9 miles of surface rehabili-
tation east of Mankato’s city limit
at a cot of $4.89 million. A third
project includes curb and gutter,
storm sewer and inlets at
Mankato, 0.25 mile long and cost-
ing $189,628.

Washington County projects
include overlay and bituminous
seal from about one mile west of
the U.S. 36/K-148 junction to the
Washington/Marshall County
line, and seal from the east edge
of Washington to the vicinity of
the U.S. 36/K-148 junction.

Next year, Mr. Drickey said, the
department would resurface the
west end of the four-lane highway
west of Marysville, lay 1-inch
overlay in Washington County,
and fill ruts on the highway into
Washington.

The northwest Kansas report
was given by District Engineer
Chriss B. McDiffett of Norton.
The 2003 projects include the re-
placement of the Norton railroad
bridge at a cost of $5.6 million,
and overlay from West Street in
Norton to the east county line.

Projects for 2004 include seal
from the west junction of K-27 to
its east junction through St.
Francis, a seal from the west
Decatur County line to Oberlin;
and a major modification from the
west junction of K-383 into
Norton.

Mr. McDiffett added that little

was planned for Phillips and
Smith counties, as that stretch of
highway has received overlays in
recent years. He pointed out that,
in Smith County, the state has
helped plant highway windbreaks
in partnership with landowners
and the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture.

The sources of state highway
funds were listed by Mr.
McDiffett—with the major in-
come being 32.1 percent  from the
fuels tax, 22.2 percent from fed-
eral funds, 11 percent from ve-
hicle registrations, 9.2 percent
from the sales tax, and lesser
amounts from other sources.

President Steve Haynes re-
called that the U.S. 36 Association
board met with Colorado highway
officials about five years ago.
Since then, he said, Colorado has
and rebuilt the highway all the
way to Last Chance.

“They’ve done a section every
year, and have done a good job for
us,” Mr. Haynes added. “There
are more Kansas tags than Colo-
rado tags on that road.”

He noted that most of U.S. 36 in
Missouri has been converted to
four lanes, with the exception of
a 65-mile gap. No report was
available for the Illinois section of
the highway.

The federal highway situation
was described by Brian Low, a
new federal highway official in
Topeka. He said recently traveled
U.S. 36 and reported lots of resur-
facing in Illinois. He noted that
the Hannibal-to-Macon section in

Missouri was not good; and
said Kansas was ahead of Mis-
souri in repairing roads.

Mr. Low described the prob-
lems that Congress faces in
funding highway work, and
added that federal funds make
up about 30 percent of the Kan-
sas highway budget. Safety is
the highest federal priority, he
said. A highway isn’t guaran-
teed more funds because it is a
part of the Federal Highway
System, he added.

Sen. Janis Lee reported that
the Kansas Legislature has a
strong dedication to transpor-
tation, and felt that highway
funding was OK. The demands
for education and Medicaid
funds have increased, she said,
and this has hurt other pro-
grams. With declining state
revenues, there is competition
for highway dollars, Sen. Lee
pointed out, but the Legislature
has a dedication to transporta-
tion. she hopes these problems
will be alleviated by a rebound
in he economy.

U.S. 36 Association conducts busy agenda at meeting
District engineer highlights projects in
northeastern Kansas during annual meeting

Phillipsburg, executive vice-
president;  and Bonnie
Youngquist of Kensington, secre-
tary.

Next fall’s board meeting will
be hosted by Phillipsburg, and the
2004 annual spring meeting is
scheduled at Hanover.
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