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JUNEBIRTHDAY Swer ecelebrated M onday at theSenior CitizensCenter. Thoseceleb
Edmundson, DorisAmsberry, Alvin Loop and FrancisHatch.

ratingbirthdayswereLilly Ruth
Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

McDonald NEWSBy Verak acirek

Hospital address

Duane Wilkens, St. Catherine
Hospital, Box 375,410 E. Walnut,
Garden City, KS 67806.

Girlssoftball tournament

The Tri-County Girls Softball
Tournament will be held in
McDonald from June 20 through
June 22. There will be four A-
team games; ei ght B-team games
and eight C-team games. Thiswill
requireseveral helperstosell tick-
etsat thegate, to serveasumpires,
and base umpires. Anyone who
will volunteer their help can call
538-2358.

Rick and Judy Erickson of Fort

Morgan, Colo., were weekend
guests of Gail and Kay Miller.

R.J. and Susie Sabatkaspent the
weekend in Manhattan with
Chanda Sabatka and Rachel and
Taylor Wilson.

Ron Henry of Colby was a
Thursday morning visitor of
Tunney and LeilaLoker.

On Friday, Tunney and Leila
Loker droveto Parksandtook wa-
termelon to Vance and Missy
Redden and family and their
guestsfrom Fort Morgan, Colo.

LilaHoward wasaSunday visi-
tor of Tunney and LeilaL oker.

Joan Tongish attended the Sat-
urday funeral of LouellaBofman

in St. Francis.

Amelia Banister and Karlyne
Atchison attended the memorial
service for Edra Banister on Sat-
urday morning. Carol Mylnar was
an afternoon visitor.

Kasey and Jennifer Sabatkaen-
tertained withaSunday brunchin
honor of the fifth wedding anni-
versaries of Brian and Jackie
Hanson and Kasey and Jennifer
Sabatka. Guests were Brian and
Jackie Hanson and Eddie, Kenny
and PaulineMicek, Mattand M e-
lissa Micek and Mike and Kim
Shirley and sons.

Kasey and Jennifer Sabatka,
Gracie and Tyler were Sunday

supper guestsof Laddieand Vera
Kacirek.

Vance and Betty Lewis have
madeseveral tripsto Atwood this
past week to be with Lenora
Spicka at the Rawlins County
Hospital.

Carol Mylnar was a weekend
guest of Dale and Ratha Lea
Loker, Mr. and Mrs. Morrie
Sutton were additional Saturday
supper guests. At the memorial
service for Edra Banister on Sat-
urday, classmates Geraldine
Sutton, Laverne Goltl and Ratha
Lea Loker were with Carol
Mylnar.

Cutoff dateextended for livestock program

Livestock producerswhomissed
the application cutoff date for the
first Livestock Compensation Pro-
gram (LCP) signup may have an-
other opportunity to participate as
the program was extended by the
Agricultural Assistance Act of
2003.

Sign up for the program, called
Livestock Compensation Program-
I, started on April 1 with no end-
ing date announced yet. according
Angie Berens, county executive
director of the Cheyenne County

Farm Service Agency.

“Congressopenedtheprogramto
more producers by expanding the
eligibility dates and adding catfish
asaneligiblecommaodity,” shesaid.
“Most of our producers have al-
ready signed up for thisbenefit.”

Producerswho were eligiblefor
Livestock Compensation Program
but did not fileanapplicationby the
Dec. 13, 2002, deadline have an
opportunity to apply during this
new signup.

The 2002 program, announced

last October, was limited to live-
stock producersheadquarteredina
county designated by the secretary
of agriculture asaprimary disaster
county between Jan. 1, 2001 and
Sept. 19, 2002. Livestock Compen-
sation Program |1 makes eligible
any countiesthat werereguested as
primary disaster areasunder apresi-
dential or secretarial declaration by
Feb. 20, and that weresubsequently
approved. Countiesnamed as con-
tiguouscountiesarenot eligiblefor
the program. All Kansas counties

PlaineSense

Dear Plain Sense: | hear so
many differing opinions about
how childrenareaffected by play-
ing video games. My own chil-
dren play, and | see no harm. But
maybe | should be more con-
cerned.

Y es, thereisalot of information
availableabout theeffectsof chil-
dren playing video games. Maga-
zinearticlesand books, television
news reports, internet resources,
and scientific research attempt to
cover thistopic. And opinionsdif-
fer,whichiswhy itisimportant to
be awell-informed parent.

A recent report from the Kai ser
Family foundation
(www.kff.org), which supports
children’ sissues, examines both
positive and negative effects on
children who play video games.
Onthe positive side, some games
havebeenfoundtoimproveskills
such as spatial visualization and
visual attentioninchildren. More
negatively, somestudiesindicate
that playing violent video games
significantly increasesaggressive
behaviors in preadol escents and

Playing Video Games

adol escents. Some peoplebelieve
that video games have anegative
effect on healthy child develop-
ment, even feeling that violent
video gamesteach kidsto hurt and
kill. Then there are others who
feel that such video games pro-
vide an appropriate outlet for an-
ger and emotions.

Aswith any type of children’s
activity, the adultsin their lives
need to be well-aware and in-
volved, including monitoring the
content of video games and time
spent in playing. The American
Academy of Pediatrics recom-
mends the following:

Limit children’s screen time,
that is, television, videos, com-
puter and video games

Keep children’s bedrooms
“mediafree’

Keep violent video games out of
homeswherethey may beobserved
or played by young children

We do know that children’s
time on the computer, watching
television and playing video
gamescaninterferewith complet-
ing homework, aswell asreduce

theamount of timespentinsocial
activities with peers. And chil-
dren are certainly influenced by
the content of the media, a great
deal of which is unrealistically
portrayed. Parents need to help
children understand the differ-
ences between media games and
real life. Being a positive role
model and teaching children the
basic valuesof caring and respect
for humanlifewill help offset the
negative messages they receive
through video games and other
such media

Contributed by KarenD. Beery,
LCPC, Consultation and Educa-
tion Department

have been declared primary disas-
ter areas.

Owner and livestock eligibility
requirements remain unchanged.
To be eligible for assistance a
producer’s livestock operation
headquartersmust bephysically lo-
cated in acounty with aqualifying
disaster designation. Eligiblelive-
stock are cattle, sheep, goats, and
buffalo, aswell as catfish.

The livestock must have been
owned or subject to acashleaseon
Junel, 2002, and havebeen owned
or leased for aminimum of 90 days.
TheJuneldatemust fall sometime
withinthe90-day period. Animals
located in a commercial feedlot
are eligible provided they are
farmer owned and the owner
meets all eligibility require-
ments. Animals that were sold
or died on or after June 1, 2002,
and that meet all other eligibil-
ity requirementsmay beeligible
for payment. Livestock Com-
pensation Program-11 payments
will be based on a predeter-
mined rate per head for thelive-
stock categories.

Director Berens said payments
have not yet been authorized, but
would be made aas soon aas pos-
sible after an eligible produce has
signed up and the application has
been processed. Producers partici-
pating in Livestock Compensation
Program-11 aresubjecttoa$2.5mil-
lion grossrevenue limitation. Pay-
ments are limited to $40,000 per
person. Livestock covered on a
Livestock Compensation Program-
| application are not eligible for
Livestock Compensation Program-
I,

If youmissedthefirst Livestock
Compensation Program-| signup
and have livestock that meet the
requirementsof theprogram, con-
tact the Farm Service Agency to
signup.
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Posmader givestips
for prompt delivery

Sonja Weeden, Bird City Post-
master, has released the following
information to help letters reach
their destination asquickly as pos-
sible.

Doesyour mail have acomplete
address? Even though the Postal
Serviceautomation system hasun-
matched speed and accuracy inhan-
dling your mail, completeaddress-
ing is now more important than
ever.

The optical scanners and sorter
machines speed letters through
faster than the eye can see. Incom-
pleteaddressinformationonthelet-
ter slows down the processing of
that letter, or it could even causeit
to be misdelivered.

Common errorsfound on letters
are:

» Missingthestreet suffixes, such
as Avenue, Court, Street, Road or

Way.

*Missingthedirectionals, suchas
North, East, South or West.

* Missing secondary street indi-
cators, such as Apartment, Build-
ing, Floor, Suite, Room or Depart-
ment

» Abbreviation of the city name.
A good exampleisLA. Onethinks
of Los Angeles, but it could alsc
meanLosAlamitosor LosAlamos.

« Missingthetwo-character state
abbreviation. Didyouknow thecity
of Cleveland belongsto 19 differ-
ent states?

« Incorrect or no ZIP code. This
isavery important ending to any
addressto helpitfind thefinal des-
tination.

Tokeepyour mail movingandta
help prevent it from getting lost or
misdelivered, check to make sure
you have acomplete address.

Twolocal girlschosen
toattend GirlsState

Amanda Banister and Cristi
Antholz of McDonald have been
chosen by Unit 352 of the Everett
L. Nelson Post, Bird City, to attend
the 61st annual session of Sun-
flower GirlsStateontheUniversity
of Kansas L awrence campus. Sun-
flower Girls State is sponsored by
the American Legion Auxiliary,
June 8 through 13. Banister isthe
daughter of Georgeand K athy Ban-
ister and Antholzisthedaughter of
Hal and Becky Antholz.

Joining approximately 575 other
young women who have just com-
pleted their Junior year of high
school, they will “ Learnby Doing”
the political system in the govern-
ment of Kansas.

Beginning at the city level, ad-
vancingto county and state, thegirls
will register tovote, filenomination
papers, conduct political cam-
paigns and make speeches.

Jaci Wilkening, Ulysses, isthe
2002 Governor of Sunflower Girls
State and will preside at the ses-

sions. Toby Brown, L ouisburg, the
2002 Lt. Governor, will be assist-
ing. The girls will be housed in
McCollum Hall and the Inaugura-
tion will be held in the Lied Per-
forming Arts Center.

During the week speakers on
government, at variouslevels, will
sharetheir expertisewith thegirls.
They will have an opportunity tc
ask questionsabout theseindividu-
als responsibilitiesingovernment.
Speakers will include: Kathleen
Sebelius, Governor of Kansas, Ron
Thornburgh, Secretary of State,
Laura Christensen, department
president of the American Legion
Auxiliary and other state, county
and city officials.

Becky Keller, Hunter, isthe2003
director of Sunflower Girls State
and Heidi Blair, Wathena, will
serveasassistant director. A staff of
60 American Legion Auxiliary
memberswill volunteer in service
tothisprogram.

Newspaper asksfor
Ser vicemen names

The Saint Francis Herald and
Bird City Timeswill be publishing
a"“Freedom” special sectionandare
looking for namesand addressesof
thosewho haveserved thiscountry
in any of the armed services. The
staff will need thisinformation by
June18.

“Weareaskingthat peopleplease
call theofficesat 785-332-3162 or
785-734-2659 with names,” said
Karen Krien, publisher. “If we do
not havethenames, they will bel eft
out of thespecial sectionandwedo

not want thisto happen.”

Businesses and individuals will
have the opportunity to help spon-
sor this section. Those not receiv-
ing a call but would like to help
should contact Claireat TheHeralc
office.

“Thisisaspecial timewhenwe
have had asuccessful campaignin
the Middle East and it is atime
when all of our military personnel
should be remembered and hon-
ored. We need your help,” Mrs.
Kriensaid.

Queen and Princess
contest held in Colby

The Thomas County Rodeo
Queenand Princess Contest isnow
taking entriesfor the event on Fri-
day, July 25. Queensages17-23and
princesses ages 10-16 by Jan. 1,
2003 aredligible. Contestantsmust
alsobearesident of northwest Kan-
sas, said Marie Skolout, one of the
coordinators.

Contestants will be judged in
horsemanship, interview, speech
andmodeling. A trophy saddlewill
beawardedtothequeenalongwith

belt bucklesfor thequeenand prin-
cess. Prizeswill alsobeawardedfor
horsemanship, ticket sales and
people’ schoiceaward.

The2004 ThomasCounty Rodea
Queen and Princess will be
crowned on July 29 at the PRCA
Rodeo during the Thomas County
Fair.

Thedeadlinefor entriesisFriday,
July 18. For questions or to get an
entry form, call Skolout, (785) 586-
2228 or e-mail: june@st-tel.net

Quotes

* Alittleboy wasoverheard pray-
ing: “Lord,if Youcan'tmakemea
better boy, don’tworry aboutit.1'm
having areal goodtimelikel am!”

* Threeboysareintheschool yard
bragging about their fathers. The
first boy says: “My Dad scribblesa
few words on a piece of paper, he
calls' IT * apoem, they give him

$50.” Thesecondboy says. “ That' s
nothing. My Dad scribbles a few
words on apiece of paper, he calls
itasong, they givehim $100.” The
thirdboy says: “1 got you both beat.
“My Dad scribblesafew wordson
apiece of paper, hecalsita‘ Ser-
mon'’ ....Andittakeseight people
tocollect all theMoney!”

insurance covered it.

| found a quick and painless cure.

When | developed hemorrhoids, my doctor recommended Hemcure...the
painless, non-surgical treatment method performed by M.D.s. It took only a
few short visits to the doctor’s office. And since no recuperation was needed, |
could resume my normal activities right away.

With Hemcure, curing my hemorrhoid problem was simple. Any cost, my

Hemorrhoids aren’t the easiest thing to talk about. But listen, if you've got
hemorrhoids, why suffer? Do as | did and call to find out more.

The Teller Room

A Unigue Restaurant at the Historic Bank of Oberlin

Father’s Day Brunch Buffet

+ ,——,_-:_- Sun., June 15,11 a.m. -2 p.m.
All American Buffet

Tues., June 24,6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Toll Free Reservations;

H NEXT VISIT _
e&ﬁ]@“‘ Wednwdgy, June 25 :,,.l

Dr. John D. Ferris, M.D. '
]gugington, Eolorado Saturday’ . \

1-800-593-0009 June 28

% 1-888-639-0003

, B@bMA_R_K

IN[N[ Dinner: Thurs.-Sat. 6:30-8:30 p.m.

at the Historic Bank of Oberlin

www.landmarkinn.com
189 S. Penn Ave,, Oberlin, Kan.

Lunch: Mon.-Sat. 11:30 am.- 1:30 p.m.

St. Francis Chamber of Commerce Presents:

AMELIA EARHART

at the Bandshell

Sat., 8:00 p.m.
If you would like to attend the 7:00

p.m. BBQ prior to the free program:
You may purchase our BBQ tickets
at the Chamber table at the
Stearman Fly-In - $6.00 each.




