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FIFTHAND SIXTH grader sracedown Bird Avenuein theSoap Box Der by held last week.
Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

McDonald Alumni Gathering

Sunday, May 24, wasavery en-
joyableday for alumni, family and
friendswho returnedto McDonal d
toattendthealumni gathering at the
gradeschool gym. Itisreportedthat
200 werein attendance.

Theclassof 1973 (30years) was
thehost class. They had therespon-
sibility of setting up tables on Fri-
day night, setting out “potluck”
dishes and, the biggest job of all,
cleaning up afterward. Bruce
Swihart wasthe Master of Ceremo-
niesand he did an exceptional job,
especially ashewastoldtodoit at
thelast minute. Hecalled for arep-
resentativeof each honored classto
introducetheir class.

Mr. Swihart, speakingfor the 30-
year class told of the good times
they had at the Frosty Mug on Sat-
urday night. Attending were
Michelle Reeh, Becky (Jenik)
Simminger and husband, Bob, Kim
Richardsonandwife, Debbie, Dave
Hubbard and wife, Sylvia, Janieee
(Sabatka) Vohland, Cheryl
(Skolout) Wilkinson and husband,
Greg, Susie(Kacirek) and husband,
R.J. Sabatka, Don Marshall and
wife, Carolyn, Dale Smith; Claudia
(Gaines) and husband, John Powell
and Bruce Swihart.

Eight of the classmemberswere
present on Sunday. Brucealsotold
of al the things that were popular
in1973, suchassongs, movies, tele-
vision, and etc....

Theclassof 1953 (50 years) was
introduced by Art Wilkens. Present
were Elsie (Anthol z) and husband,
Duane Menken of Fort Morgan,
Colo., Beverly (Antholz) and hus-
band, Duane Higgins, Carol
(Antholz) Mears and husband,

Gene, Jm Montgomery and wife,
Mary of Little Rock, Ark.; Art
Wilkens and wife, Mae, of Stock-
ton. At the Saturday night get to-
gether otherspresentwereMarlene
(Kashka) Webster of McCook,
Neb., and Merrill Bevens. Helen
(Enfield) Ritthaler, class of 1954,
joined them. Not present were Bob
Hatch and Pat Y onkey. The de-
ceased members are Richard Ban-
ister, Richard Christensen, Donna
Headrick and Phyili Reneau.

Betty (Pickett) L ewisintroduced
the 55-year class. Attending were
Bob Prideaux, Joan (Hopkins)
Tongish, JoAnn (Ritter) Wilford,
Lorene (Andrews) Jacobsen and
Betty (Pickett) and husband, Vance
Lewis.

Ron Bell was spokesman for the
class of 1958 (45 years). Present
were Charlene (Scott) Kramer and
husband, Joe, Verda (Hendrick)
Wancura and husband, Stan of
Colby, Lynn Howard and wife,
Linda of Wiley, Colo., Jane
(Reneau) Petersof Erie, Colo., Pete
Pickett of North Platte, Neb., and
Ron Bell and wife, Cherry.

Avis (Hallagin) Foster intro-
duced her classmates of 1963.
Present were Linda Smith Fuller,
Cyndi Lankas Deikert, Skip
McCain, Elden Pickett, Judy Holub
Mann and AvisHalligin Foster.

The35-year classwereguestsof
Mike and Carol Sramek on Satur-
day evening. Attending were Lee
and Dica Chipperfield, Marsha
Frisbie Tischhauser and husband,
Marvin, Janice Rummel and hus-
band, Harvey Leffler, Virginia
Haller and husband, Ron Cahoj,
May Jane Holub and Cheryl

Hatman and husband, Keith
Moreland, Diane Wilkens More
and Mikeand Carol Sramek.

Margie Hubbard was given rec-
ognition for Alumni Association
president, Ron Bell for printing the
addresses for the newsletter and
Kathy Frisbie who does a* super”
jobontheNewsletter. Travelingthe
furthestwasRob Beesonwho came
from Oregon over 1,000 miles
away!

ShaylaHubbard drew the names
for door prizes. Winnerswere Hal
Antholz, Florence Anthol z, Janice
Knapp, Becky Antholz, Brenda
Loker, RonBéll, PhyllisCass, John
Phifer, Helen Ritthaler and Lynn
Officer.

Everyone was happy to greet
Irene (Goltl) Kehlbeck, class of
1930. Sherecently movedfromher
homein Bird City to the Good Sa-
maritan Homein St. Francis.

Pastor Greg Moyer gavethemeal
prayer and theclassof 30yearsled
theway to the cafeteriato tables of
deliciousfood. Aseveryoneateand
visited they enjoyed high school
annuals of past years which had
been loaned by the McDonald Li-
brary for table decorations. The
McDonald Garden Club had deco-
rated the tables with a patriotic
themeand the old annuals.

Beforeevery onepartedfor their
homes they were entertained by
Kim Richardson, class of 1974,
who sang and played hisguitar. He
ledthegroupinsinging“ God Bless
America.”

Theclassof 1974, will haveabig
job to top, or even match, the hos-
pitality of the class of 1973. They
will bewaiting for youin 2004!!!

Bird City News

May 13 Edna Roesener, Roy,
Karen and Grant Shrader attended
the Spring Concert at theMcDonald
gymnasium in which Colleen
Shrader performed.

Saturday, May 17, Walt
Roesener and Edna Roesener at-
tended the reception honoring Bill
Linin who graduated from
Goodland High School. Therecep-
tion was held at May and Brenda
Linin’shome.

Friday, May 23, Bethany Ann
Stasser of Edgemont, S.D. gradu-
ated from the Northwest Kansas
Technical Collegeasamedical as-

Wedding
planned

Thomas and Beverly Carpenter,
Plainville, are proud to announce
the engagement and approaching
marriage of their daughter Dana
Renee Carpenter, to DennisRoyce
Wright, son of Donald and Donna
Wright, Bird City.

Theprospectivebrideisagradu-
ate of Plainville High School. She
is currently a senior at Fort Hays
State University seeking a master
degreein accounting.

The prospective groom is a
graduate of Cheylin High Schooal.
Hegraduated from Fort Hays State
University with a bachelor degree
inpolitical science. Heiscurrently
employed asasalesand servicerep-
resentativeat Alltel of Hays.

Grandparents of the bride are
Ralph and May Carpenter of
Pottsboro, Texas, the late Ethel
Hamilton, Ruby White, Sharon

sistant. Bethany is the youngest
daughter of Larry and Cathy Atkins
and granddaughter of Paul and
EdnaRoesener. Twenty-two of her
family wereinattendance. A recep-
tion was held after by her grand-
mother, Edna, and aunt, Jaylene
Shrader. A swimming party was
enjoyed later by some.

Guests at the home of Paul and
EdnaRoesener on Wednesday and
Thursday wereDanelle Stasser and
Mikeof Chicago, Ill.and Michelle
and OrionaStasser of North Platte.

May 20wastheElementary Con-
cert at theCheylinHigh School with

Wright - Car penter

Springsandthelate Virgil White.

Grandparents of the groom are
Maynard and Lucille Wright, Bird
City, Elizabeth Geyer, Marienthal,
and thelate EImer Geyer, Jr.

A June 21 wedding at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Churchin
Haysisscheduled.

Grant Shrader performing. It was
enjoyed by hisfamily.

May 17 Edna Roesener joined
ZinaNelsenand Cindy Meadowsof
Larned for breakfast and a short
visit.

Last Friday supper guests of
Maude Elliott were Dick, Gwen,
and Mike Boswell, Bill Elliott of
Amarillo, Texas and Becky
Babcock of CastlePines, Col.. Bill
and Becky were here to attend the
Bird City Alumni Banquet, Satur-
day evening, and Memorial Day.

Graduates

Colby Community College

Three hundred fifty-five degree
and certificate candidatesat Colby
Community College were eligible
to participate in the 38th annual
commencement ceremony held on
Saturday, May 17 at the Colby
Community Building.

Those students from Bird City,
McDonald and St. Francis who
wereeligibleto participateinclude:

Associate of Arts degree:
Cynthia Howard, Brandee Mears
from McDonald; Nathan Fiala,
Jody Gienger, Amy Rieger and
Michael Woltersfrom St. Francis.

Associate in Science degree:
Brian Holzwarth, JoshuaM oberly,
Jared Sowersand UriahWilliamsof
St. Francis.

Associatein General Studiesde-
gree: Luke Linin and Jordan Sow-
ersof Bird City; Niki Burmester of
McDonald and Elizabeth Gabel and
Shirley Ridensof St. Francis.

One-Year Certificates: Annie
Dulany of Bird City

Dental Hygiene: AshleeCrabtree

Alumni Gatherings

By Casey McCormick

The Alumni weekend brought a
virtual cornucopia of events and
reunions to the town of Bird City
and McDonald. Folks came from
far and near to remember being a
CheylinCougar, Bird City Cardinal
orMcDonaldTiger. Torecall every
happeningwoul d beimpossiblebut
hereareafew.

TheCardinal classof 1973 gath-
ered at the Bird City Golf Course
with their familiesto get in afew
swings and laughs on Saturday af -
ternoonwhiletheMcDonald* 73ers
celebratedtheir 30threuniononthe
beer gardenattheFrosty Muginthe

TheBird City Cardinals Alumni
Banquetwasagreat evening of fun,
fellowship and deliciousfood.

Dan Busse, the key speaker,
stepped attendeesback intime, ac-
cording to Carol Brubaker who
hel ped organized the event, speak-
ingabout earlier businessesinBird
City. Dan’s sharing comments
brought back other delightful
memories of stepping back intime
in our community.

Bird City now has a new busi-
ness, the Bird City Bird Seed on
Bird Avenue. Tabetha Ketzner, of
Bird City Bird Seed, gave compli-
mentary giftstothe Cardinal “who
flew the furthest”: Velma Penn
Wolf from Nampa, | daho (class of
1933), the" oldest Cardinal”: Doris
(Byers) Lane from Denver, Colo.,
the “Cardinal couple married the
longest”: Maynard and Lucille
Wright of Bird City who havebeen
together for 64 years, and the“ Car-
dinal whowasagraduateteacher”:
Phyllis (Loper) Clendninem from
New Palestine, Ind., whowasaBird
City rural school teacher after
graduating with the class of 1943.

CardinalsareaNorth American
song bird and they werehonored to
have Twila (Underwood) Kramer
and one of her daughters and her
friend sing. They stepped back in
time and shared George Gershwin

evening. Alsoenjoyingthelivedisc
jockey and music was the Tiger
classof 1963.

In Bird City, alittle over 150
former studentsmet at the Cardinal
Alumni Banquet held at theelemen-
tary cafeteria. Tables were set for
classesgoingback 30,40, 50and 60
years andthe4-H club helped serve
and bustables. After supper many
graduates went to Big Ed'sto re-
member years back.

In McDonald, Two Leg’s Steak
House provided an outdoor barbe-
cue and karaoke. Inside the dining
room hosted the Tigers of 1953
while the Cheylin class of ‘ 78 cel-

Bird City Cardinals

arrangementsandtimelesspatriotic
songsthat stirred the soul.

Neal Dorsch, from Mission,
Texas(classof 1943) wastheMas-
ter of Ceremonies. The co-chair-
menwereMaynard Wright (classof
1933) and Carol Brubaker (classof
1943). The treasurer was Stan
Dorsch (class of 1953), secretary
was Carol Hilty Gamblin (class of
1963) and the Creativity Commit-
tee was headed by Steve and Jan
Busse (classof 1973).

It was voted by the Cardinalsto
seek placement of Bird City Cardi-
nal picturestobehousedinthebase-
ment of the Bird City Library.

Theco-chairmenforthe2004 Car-
dinal Banquet are Freda (K etzner)
Beckinand Olga(Shields) Applegate

ebrated their 25th inthelounge.

Festivities lasted long into the
night as many memories were
shared.

Coming homeis always special
but one alumni said it best. Peggy
Pettit Ketzner (classof 1953) drove
from Kansas City and said, “ Com:-
ingfromthecity tohereall thecoun-
try getsgreener and greener thefar-
ther you get fromthecity. Y ou see
a place that has changed and that
placeusedtobe...”

After awhileshesaid youfeel at
homeand ask thequestion, “why do
peopleliveinthecity anyway?’

(class of 1934), Ned and Donng
Johnson (classof 1944) and Barbare
(Jones) Beougher (classof 1954). The
secretary will be John Hendricks
(classof 1964), treasurer Steve Car-
penter (classof 1974) andtheclassof
1974 will serve as the Creativity
Committee.

The evening came to a close
whenthehonored classeswererec-
ognized and then the Barber Shop
Quartet stepped back intimetoleac
theCardinalsintheir singing of the
school song.

With that the Cardinals “flew”
through the school system and re-
membered when. Steve Carpenter
wasawonderful host for theevent.

The Cardinalsshall returnto the
“nest” next year.

YearsAgo

15yearsago- April 1988

Bob Bressler, Rod Y oung and
Dee Thompson are participating
in ahistory-making event. These
men are dismantling the airport
beacon and tower in preparation
for the move to the new airport,
theEarnest Bressler Field, located
1 mile west on Airport Road. In
the spring of 1950 the tower and
beacon light with rotating base

arrived from southeast K ansas
and were placed at the south enc
of the high school football fielc
and have remained there ever
since.

Student Council members Ryan
Busse, Travis Scott and Sheilz
Elijah areamongthosewho hel ped
withabulletinboard display of facts
about substanceabuseduring Drug
Awareness Month.
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JILL ZUMBAHLEN
Second in
High Jump

at5’ 2”

Friday & Saturday
May 30 & 31

Brought to you by these Cougar Sponsors

Bird City Bird Seed

Bird City Housing Authority

Bird City Times
Blue Bird Cafe

Bressler-Young Aviation
Clarence & Minnie Busse
Martin & Arlene Busse

Cheylin NEA
Country Trader Gun
& Pawn Shop
Downtown Repair
First National Bank -
Bird City

Frontier Equity Exchange

Leach Agency

Norman & Vernetta Haack
John & Sharon Hendricks

Hot Brush

AMANDA POORE
First in
High Jump
at 5’4”

SARA MOORE
Fourth in
Discus
at 108’ 3”

Joan Banister Agency

Royce & Darci Kehlbeck

Krien Farm Supply

Krien Pharmacy

Bill & Vada Leach

McDonald Grocery

McDougal-Sager Grain

Don & Canda Orten

Peoples State Bank

Prairie Land Electric

Shahan Terracing

Tri- State Antique Engine
& Thresher Assoc.

Walden Farms

Bradley & Barbara Waters

Norma Wright

Radean & Velda Wright




