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Clinicopens
for busness

By Karen Krien

The newly remodeled clinic is
open and the staff isback to seeing
patientsinthefacility.

Administrator LesLacy madethe
announcement at the Thursday
morning Cheyenne County Hospi-
tal Board meeting. Hesaid the staff
had moved back intotheremodel ed
clinicwithvery few “glitches.”

The administrator had informa-
tion on what has been paid out for
the clinic remodeling. By thetime
all payments have been made, the
total cost of the project will be
$392,844. The amount for the re-
modeling had originally been set at
around $400,000.

Tilefor theclinicbasement floor
was discussed and it was decided
that they would go ahead and order
thetileneededfor thespecifiedarea
inthebasement aswell asthe bath-
roomsupstairs. The cost of thetile
from Schultz’ sis$520for thebase-
ment and $210 for the bathrooms.
Theboard doesnot planto havethe
bathroomstiled for the time being
but when the time comes, the tile
will match the other tileupstairsin
theclinic. After discussionthepur-
chasewastabled.

Recently, there was very small
amount of water leaking in the
clinic. Theadministrator and board
discussed the situation and it was
decided that until thefinal gradeis
compl eted, thereisachance of wa-
terleakingintothefacility andthey
were encouraged that therewasno
water in the elevator pit.

* Theboard discussed the cost of
the sprinkler system for the hospi-
tal lawn. The cost is$6,097 which
includes $2,500 |abor but the mat-
ter was tabled until after the bids
comein.

o Administrator Lacy will be at-
tending the American
Telemedicine Association Annual
Convention in Orlando, Fla., as
chairman of High Plains Rural
Health Network, noting that the
Network iscovering the cost.

Administrator’sreport

Theadministrator had anumber
of items to discuss with the board
includingthat, whilethenumber of
patientsusing thehospital had been
“lagging” inmid April, thenumber
of outpatientshadleveled outinthe
last two weeks. However, the hos-
pital had needed $55,000 in board
fundsto make payroll.

For over ayear, the hospital ad-
ministrator and board have been
seekingindividual sand businesses
whowouldliketo participateinthe
Community Servicetax creditspro-
gram. Thetax creditswill fund the
$300,000 hospital project while
giving tax breaks to those who
choseto participate.

Theadministrator said that there
isonly $30,000intax creditsleftto
beused andif county residentsand
businesspeoplewishto participate,
they need to call the hospital now
and commit to the number of tax
credits they want. Administrator
L acy saidthat hewasconfident that
thetax creditswould befilled.

Also concerning the hospital
project wasthefact that the city of
St. Francisiscovering thecost of a
fireplug, transformer, primary and
secondary conductors which are
necessary in the hospital remodel-
ing. Thecity crew will alsobemak-
ing primary and secondary connec-
tions.

“Wehavehad excellent coopera-
tionfromthecity,” theadministra-
tor said.

Inother business

In other business:

e Theboardismailing out | etters
toeachindividual inthecounty ask-
ing that they support the hospital,
doctors, nurses and staff.

e The administrator and board
agreed help Crystal Murray through
the Nursing Scholarship Program.
Crystal, whoisastudentinnursing
at Colby Community College, will
come back to the county to work.

e The board treasurer, Mrs.
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sharewiththeir friends. Picturedleft torightisK elsey Miller, Devon Janicke, Der ek Vandike, Elizabeth Keltzand ElsaCraig
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DURING THE Confederate Air Forcevisit to McCook last summer, L ou Webb, World War
Il vet wasabletoview abomber similar totheoneheflew.

Alrman spendsover ayear
at famousNazi camp, Stalag17

by Casey McCormick

(Thisisthefinal installment of a
threepart story astold by L ouWebb
of McDonald. The last two seg-
mentsdescribed Mr. Webb' sexpe-
riencesleading upto World War |1
and beingamember of anArmy Air
Corpshombing crew. Attheend of
the last writing, Mr. Webb’ splane
and crew had gone down, leaving
him the only survivor and in the
hands of hisenemy.)

Soon after his capture the Ger-
mansholding Mr. Webb “calledin
the Gestapo (theGermanmilitary’ s
secret police)” whointerrogatedthe
new prisoner. Hedid not say much
at theinitial interrogation but the
next day, “1 went for adrivewitha
couple of Germans in a (motor-
cycle) sidecar,” asthey took himto
arailroad station. A train carried

him south to Hanover where he
boarded another train headed to
Frankfurt.

Mr. Webb'’ sfirst prisoner-of -war
camp was at a German “duele
lauwfte” (airfield) andwasmadeup
of mostly English prisoners. It was
here that he met a Canadian who
had been held sincethe evacuation
of Dunkirk, France, at the begin-
ning of thewar. But Mr. Webbwas
not there long as soon he was
grouped with more captured
American bombers, mostly B-17
guys, and they were loaded onto
cattle cars and carried, by rail, to-
wards Munich.

Thesecond campwasdesignated
as 7-A. It was located near
Busseberg and was filled with
mostly American bomber crews.
Thisparticular camp had areputa-
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tionfor easy escapes.
“We even had guyswalking out

the front door,” said Mr. Webb, to
try tofindtheir way acrossthe Ger-
man countryside and freedom.

Thisis probably why he and the
other prisonerswere moved to one
of themostinfamouscampsinNazi
history: Stalag 17.

Itwasthefall of 1943. Mr. Webb
would beheldinthecamp that was
remembered by Hollywood in a
movie by the same name, “ Stalag
17.” Thiscampwasknownfor cruel
treatment of prisoners and a pride
for allowing few escapes. Under
unimaginableconditionshestayed
from*“ October ‘43to April ‘45.”

Thisiswhere Mr. Webb wit-
nessed an event that “still leaves
chillsonmy spine.” Oneof thepris-

SeeNazi Camp on Page 6

Athleteplacesfirst in high
jump at Triplainsinvitational

TheCheylingirlstrack teamfin-
ished fifth at the Triplains Invita-
tional Track MeetheldinOakley on
April 15.

“They really did well comingin
fifth because thiswas avery large
meet with 15 teams participating,”
Coach Mary Moore, said

One of the highlights of the day
was Amanda Poore winning the
high jJump event with ajump of 5-
6. Cristi Antholz qualified in the
prelims of the 100-meter dash and
was ableto runinthefinalswith a
fourth placefinish.

“I"'mreally proud of all thegirls
for their hardwork,” CoachMoore
said. “Amanda Poore, Cristi
Antholz, Sara Moore and Jill
Zumbahlen all came home with
medalsfor placing in their events.
Kelly Garner, Amanda Poore, Jill
Zumbahlen, Stephanie Snyder,

Cristi Antholz and Hayley Y oung
improved previousjumps/timesto
receive new personal bests.”

“It was great to have the seniors
back,” said Coach Moore, includ-
ing Jill Zumbahlen who returned
after along absenceduetosurgery.
Jill ranthe 800 and high jump.

“Everyonetried very hard to do
their best, in spite of high winds
which made some events more
difficult to perform in,” Coach
Mooresaid.“1’mreally hopingto
see even more improvements in
their times and distances as the
season progresses. Thegirlshave
talent and potential to do great

things.”

The next meet will be in Scott
City with 20 teams from 1A to 4A
programs.

Individual results:
Cristi Antholz: longjump, 3-9.5;

nate date has been set for May 3.

moreinformation.

Burnday sat
for Saturday

To spruce up our village by cleaning out and
burningall thethistles, PRIDE hasclearedit with
the mayor to have afree burning day for thistles.
Saturday istheday, if itisnot toowindy or damp.
If theelementsdo not allow theburnand analter-

Watchthe“BirdieBoard” at theintersectionfor
“Please help aneighbor or get agroup together

todoavacant lot and hel p clear out theunwanted
tumbleweeds.” DonnaJohnson, of PRIDE, said.

p.m.onMay 1.

and Extension.

100 meter-dash, fourth place, 13.9;
200-meter dash, 29.5.

Tiffany Antholz: shot put, 22-3,
discus, 62-3; javelin, 56-10.5.

Kelly Garner: long jump, 14-3,
triplejump, 28-4

SaraMoore: shot put, fifth place,
33-1.5; discus, fifth place, 94-0,
javelin, 87-0.

AmandaPoore: longjump, third,
16-1; highjump, first, 5-6.

Stephanie Snyder: triple jump,
sixth, 31-7; 400-meter dash
1:10.95; javelin 63-8

Hayley Y oung: 1600 relay, fifth
place.

Jill Zumbahlen: highjump, third
place, 5-0, 800-meter, fifth,
2:51.52.

Relay results:

1600 relay: Cristi Antholz,
Hayley Y oung, Stephanie Snyder,
Amanda Poore, fifth, 4:38.82.

Wholegrains
factspresented

A program on whole grain foods will be presentec
at the Cheyenne County Extension Officefrom 1to 2

Kansas has the honor of being called “ The Wheat
State,” and northwest Kansas produces a bounty of
healthy grainsfor al to enjoy. A block exchange pro-
gram presented by L ori Sporer, Logan County Family
and Community Service, has great information about
“Healthful WholeGrains’ from Kansas State Research

Doyouknow whichfoodsare*wholegrain” foods?
Are100 percent whole wheat foodsa sowholegrain®

If eating afood product would help reduce the risk
of heart disease, cancer, stroke, obesity, type 2 diabe-
tesaswell asaid in bowel disorders...would you eat
more of that food? Good news! Whole Grain foods
helpwithall of those conditionsaswell asbeing anu-
tritiousway of satisfying our hunger...longer!

Learn what “Whole Grain Foods” are, and how to
identify and check food | abel s, alongwithwaysto ado
deliciouswholegrainfoodsto your diet everyday!

Please call the Cheyenne County Extension Office
(785-332-3171) by April 30if planning to attend. There
must beat | east six peopl eattendinato holdtheproaram.
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EVEN THOUGH THEWEATHER wasnasty Saturday, the Easter bunny showed up Satur -
day for excited children togreat.

Magical Easter bunny makes
appear anceat Bird City Park

By Casey McCormick

TheEaster bunny sharesmany of
the same qualities asthe post man:
“whetheritberain, sleet, snow ... he
will keep his appointed rounds!”
Andsoitwasfor themagical bunny
on Saturday at the Bird City Park.
It did not matter that thefiercewind
blew andthecoldrainfell ascount-
less brightly colored eggs covered
the ground, hid behind rocks or
perchedintrees.

Excited children from near and
far,including Salinaand Ord, Neb.,
did not seemtomindtheconditions
asthey and many family members
gathered for the spring tradition.

Two groups of kids were desig-
nated. The younger ones searched
the open grass areato the west and
the older boys and girls raced
around the old stone building and
thefirsttreeline.

After eachchildhad collectedthe
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right amount of eggswith the gen-
erousonesshared withthelessfor-
tunate, theparticipantsgatheredfor
a prize drawing. Cute candy dis-
playsweregiventothelucky ones.

McDonald NEWSBy Verak acirek

Easter EggHunt

Itwasacold morning but 35kids
and parents came out for the
McDonald Easter Egg Hunt. 300
eggs had been hidden and all were
claimed. Attheend of thehunt each
child received alarge candy-filled
egg as a prize for coming out on
suchacold morning. After thehunt
the kids enjoyed playing on the
merry-go-roundwhiletheir parents
visited with friends.

Palm Sunday News

Tunney and Leila Loker enter-
tained with adinner on Palm Sun-
day. Guests were Gary and Penny
Loker, Dennis, Lilaand Debral ee
Howard, J.B. and Brenda L oker,
Brian, Traci, Logan and Emily

Loker, and Lesand Tish Loker.
Easter Sunday News

Dale and Ratha L ee L oker were
guests of Dwight and Priscilla
BrowninVernon, Co.

Kenny and Phyllis Wilkinson
were dinner guests of the Larry
Fahrenbruch family in Atwood.

Ray and Becky Nelsonof Denver
were weekend guests of Fred and
LavinaWaters.

Rick and Kathy Frishie enter-
tainedwithan Easter dinner for Ray
and Becky Nelson, Fred and
LaVinaWaters, RobandBetty Bin-
ning, and Beth Binning.

Bird City News

Easter Sunday dinner guests of
Paul and EdnaRoesener wereWalt
Roesener, Roy, Karen Shrader and
Colleen and Grant, and Jaylene
Shrader.

Tom Sawyer, Walde Hempler,
andAlvinandLattieHempler were

Easter dinner guests of Keith and
HuldaDorsch.
(notefromtheeditor: If you sub-
mitted aBird City Newsitemandit
is not seen here please contact me
sol cangetitinnext week’ spaper.
Casey McCormick, 734-2659.)

Customer Appreciation
Barbecue!

For Members of Prairie Land Electric

year of success.

soon as possible to let us know you
are coming. We don’t want to run
out of food! Please call us at:

1-800-577-3323

Prairie Land Electric Cooperative, Inc.

1101 West Hwy

\((\ Thursday, April 24
6:00 p.m. at the

American Legion
In Bird City, KS

Help us celebrate another great

Norton, Kansas 67654

Please RSVP as

36, PO Box 360

Nazi Camp

Continued from Page 1
oners attempted an escape.

“He didn’t even make it to the
fencebeforethe Germansgot him.”

Themanwasriddled by machine
gunfireand“hekept screamingand
screaming until they were done.”
That isthe only escape attempt he
remembersfrom Stalag 17.

Mr. Webb recalls the prison
population to be about 3,600 men
and, again, mostly B-17 guys. As
for what would becomea“ normal”
routine, as prisoner of war, he re-
membersdelousingall thetimes, as
the guardswould shout, “L ouses,”
and herded the men into shower
buildingsto be sprayed withinsec-
ticide.

But there were some bright mo-
mentswhen the prisonersreceived
Red Crossparcels.

“We'd get chocolate bars and
somebulk foods (mainly rice),” he
said, andthetroopswould pool their
food items to get the most of it.
Sometimes they would get bread
and potatoeswheninseason, butthe
primary diet was cabbage.

Mr. Webb’ sactual campwasdes-
ignated as 17-A and was patrolled
by “rough (German) infantry guys
and dogs.” The camp was not re-
stricted to Americans, although
they madeup thelargest number of
inmates. Heal so saw Arabs, French
and someltalians.

As for breaking out he said, “I
thought about escapebut waited for
theright time.”

Therulesin Stalag 17 werestrict
and absol utebut theprisonersnever
lost their fighting spiritand cameup
with creative ways to contact the
outsideworld.

“Guyswould steal radio parts,”
said Mr. Webb, who had plenty of
talentand skillstoassembleanopera-
tional unit that could get news from
London and Berlin. OnceaGerman
guard amost discovered the forbid-
denjunkradiowhenheraisedhisarm,
intraditional fashion, tosa uteapass-
ingofficer.“Hedamnnear hitthewire
that served asan antenna.”

Theprisonersof thiscamp knew
that the war to the east was closing
in, both by radio and the changing
of theguard.

“The Germans sent guys we
knew to the Eastern Front,” Mr.
Webb said.

Thiswasnot agoodtransfer from
prisoners of war watch to combat
with the Russians. In the spring of
1945, the war was within 50 miles
inall directionsof Stalag 17.

The German army choose to
movethe prisoners. Mr. Webb and

hiscomrades, wereforcedtomarch
towards Switzerland. Asif he had
not seen enough, thenextleg of his
journey would be on foot and for
100 miles.

Astheprisonerswalkedtheonly
thing that was certain was that the
allies were getting closer. They
made the long treck to Braunhour,
Austria, and another camp.

“It was funny that our camp was
very closetoHitler’ shirthplace,” he
said.

Now that theprisonerswereat the
location that they would see their
part of the war end, they all won-
dered how their captors would re-
actwhenthealliesshowed up. They
were still surrounded by heavily
armed Germans.

But luck was once again on Mr.
Webb' ssideasthe Germanssimply
surrendered their camp when the
American Army met them.

“They sure didn’t want to get
caught by theRussians,” Mr. Webb
said. “Thoseguysdidn’t recognize
the Geneva Convention.”

L ou remembers his liberation
whenthreeguysshowedupinajeep
with aworried ook on all of them.
Only onewasarmed with a45 cali-
ber handgun but the Germans still
surrendered.

The next day the main group
showed up, and they were mad
about having to race up and deal
withthemessof Germansand pris-
onersof war. Y earslater Mr. Webb
talked to a fellow captive named
Chuck McFilley of San Francisco,
Cadlif., who remembered how “ our
guys got the camp leader, along-
legged German, who they walked

him out to thewoodsand ‘bang.””

It would take about two months
for Mr. Webb tomakeittoNancie,
France. On June 5 he boarded the
troop ship, the* General George S.
Squire”, that zig-zagged it' s way,
dodging enemy subs, for 11 days
acrosstheAtlantic. Eatingal hecoul o
alongtheway, heenjoyed afreedom
hehad not knownfor twoyears.

From New Y ork hewas hurrieg
toFort Dix andthenworked hisway
home on train by way of Chicago.
HearrivedinLosAngelesand hired
ataxi to take himto San Diego.

Mr. Webb got homelate and his
father joked, “you could havegot ¢
bus.” After theinitial excitement his
dad produced apaper dated March
1945 that had a headline that said
Hitler had givenanorder; “al pris-
onersof war to be executed.”

Mr. Webb’s story does not enc
here. He received about $5,000 in
military back pay and wasawarded
theDistinguished Flying Cross. He
left the service and has been very
busy since, but thatisanother story.

Mr. Webbisnot onelooking for
pat on the back or personal recogni-
tion. Heis, though, amanwhoknows
what anincrediblejourney hehashad
inanimportant period of our history.

Editor’ snote: Whilel intervieweo
Mr. Webb for this story | was im-
pressed by theamazing events of his
life. Butwhat | appreciated mostwas
hissenseof humor. At onepoint of our
time together he spoke of a letter he
received from his father while Lou
wasbeing heldin Salag 17. It said,
“haven’t heard fromyou in awhile,
figuredyouwereinjail somewhere.”
Humor can behereditary.

Clinic

Continued from Page 1
Neitzel reported she had put hospi-
tal building funds into certificates
of deposit. Thecertificatesarewith
time limitswhich will alow with-
drawals without penalties but will
till be earning someinterest.
Areadirector’sreport
Jackie John, Great PlainsHealth
Alliance area director, went over
the financials with the board and
reported on Health I nsurance Port-
ability and Accountability Act regu-
lations which are dealing primarily
with“privacy” of patients. Mrs. John
noted that people will notice a defi-
nitechangeinhow patients' privacy
ishandled... basically, unlessthepa
tient designates certain peopletore-
ceive information, the hospital will
not releaseany.

Special hospital board meeting
The Cheyenne County Hospital
Board will meet in special session
at 2 p.m. on May 1 in the boarc
meeting room in the clinic base-
ment acrossthestreet fromthehos-
pital in St. Francis. Themeeting has
been called to open the bidsfor the
hospital project. The meeting was
originally scheduled for April 22
but the administrator said that the
bid datehad been extendedin order
toget morebids. At 1:30 that same
day, former board members L eon
Brethower and Kelly Gienger will
berecognized.
Next regular meeting
The next regular meeting of the
boardhasbeensetfor 7p.m.onMay
15 in the board room in the base-
ment of theclinic.

Makethe Right
Connection . . .

and get on linefor less.

Recelve four
months free!

$198

[] TechlheIpAvaiIabIe
[1 Hookup Same Day as Signup

INTERNET Access as low as $16.50/month

Price based on prepayment for one year. Normal monthly
rates are $19.95 per month plus one time hook-up fee.

UNLIMITED ACCESS INTERNET

features Fast Modems & Superior Service

nwkansas.com gms:

E-mail « WorldWideWeb ¢ Full Access \

Che Saint Srancis ﬁeralh

P.O. Box 1050 « St. Francis, Kan. 67756  785-332-3162 « sfher ald@nwkansas.com




