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Board addsfivedaystosch

By Casey McCormick

The Cheylin School Board met
for their monthly meeting on
March 10. Some of the major sub-
jects addressed were the school
calendar, commendations and
board’ sgoals.

The calendar for the 2003-04

TheBird House Cafereceived a
new sign compliments of Cheylin
Schools. Art director Virginia
Crawford with the help of three of
her high school painting students,
created abeautiful signthat hastwo
bird houses on each side with the
restaurant’ sname.

Co-owners Annette Lewis and
daughter L acieRussell acceptedthe
sign from Principle David
Zumbahlen, Miss. Crawford and
artists Holly Lauderbaugh, Kathy
Turner and Andrew Marshall. But
beforetakingthesignMrs. Lewis
made sure each student
autographedit. “ To get thesekids
involved is great,” she said,
“years from now they can be
proud” of their artwork. Thesign
will behungalongU.S. 36infront
of the cafe.

Local girl
heads
for gate

Jenny Weems, the 2003 Chey-
enne County Junior Miss, will be
headed to Belleville for the state
Junior MissProgramwhichwill be
heldonMarch23. Uponher arrival,
shewill meether host family, Mikel
and Janell Hadachek, Erica and
Gary.

Thisisthe42ndyear for thestate
program and this year’s themeis
“RacingtoExcellence.” Thetheme
is racing and the color schemeis
black and white.

Throughout theweek, Jenny will
beinvolvedinrehearsalswhereshe
will learn routines for the opening
number and Poi seand Fitness. She
will also enjoy radio interviews,
visiting many of the sites of
Belleville, pizzaparty, bowlingand
alunch sponsored by the local Li-
onsClub.

Jenny is contestant number 13
and will be performing Poise and
Fitnesson Friday night, March 28.
Her talent number on Saturday will
beaclarinet solo, “ Beauty and Joy”
by Chenette.

The interview segment will be
held on Thursday and thiswill also
be day she can get autographs of
other contestants.

This year it was mandatory for
every contestant to submit ascrap-
book onthe“BeY our Best Self Pro-

school year will be changed to add
five more days to the Christmas
break. Thiswas done by changing
two Fridays, Dec. 19 and Jan. 9, to
school days. Christmas break will
befrom Dec. 22to Jan. 2.
Commendations were approved
to honor student excellence for

State Scholar Bowl qualifiers and
the Cheyenne County Spelling Bee
champion. The Scholar Bowl par-
ticipantshonored are Jacob Jensen,
Rebecca Mason, Michael Sager,
John Simmonds and Andy Smith.
Vanessa Antholz was Cheylin’s
Spelling Bee champion.

Goalsfor the school board were
looked at. The goals set the stan-
dards that the board wants for stu-
dents, teachers and themsel ves.
Thereare seven pointsonthe USD
103 goals, most of which were not
changedfromlast year. Item seven
was revised to state “ The Board of

0Ol

Education will expect staff, stu-
dents, administrationandtheBoard
of Education give proper attention
tomaintaining classroomfacilities
inkeeping thecommunity expecta-
tions.”

Other subjects touched on were
the approval of purchasing a new

65 Cents

year

ice-making machine and the board
tabled adiscussionto purchasenew
football and basketball uniforms
due to budget concerns. Payment
for monthly expenses were ap-
proved for in the amount of
$158,494.72, with the majority of
thisgoing to payroll.

Principal David Zumbahlen, art teacher VlrglnaCranord and studentsKathyurner Holly Lauderbaugh andAndrewMarshaII givenewsigntoAnnette

Lewisand LacieRussell, ownersof theBird House Cafe. Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

Weems

gram,” “Let's Have a party,” and
“Community Service.” These
scrapbooks will be on display Fri-
day and Saturday evenings. The
winnersof thesecategorieswill also
be announced on Saturday during
the awards ceremony and the win-
ner will receive a scholarship in
each category.

The contestant chosen as the
2003 Kansas Junior Misswill have
the opportunity to compete in
America s Junior Miss this Junior
inMobile, Ala

Jenny makesCheyenneCounty’s
24threpresentativeat thestatecom-
petition. Thosewantingto sentwell
wishes and good luck may be sent
toJenny incareof Mikel and Janell
Hadachek, 1905 Country Club
Drive, Belleville, KS66935.

Anyone needing ticket, motel or
floral information should contact
Vicki Cressor Tim Weemsor Jodi
at 785-527-2363.

Cheylinstudents
enjoy an extra day
for oringbreak

By Casey McCormick

No one seemed to mind that
Cheylin students, teachers and
staff only got oneextraday to cel-
ebrate Spring Break since many
werebusy both at homeand away
last week. Everybody had some-
thing to do.

Beautiful weather covered most
of the region so travel was easy.
Many area families escaped to
other states, mainly Colorado,
Nebraska and lowa, while others
travelled to towns in Kansas.
Places like Kansas City for
Carmichaels, Goodland for quick
shopping sprees, Haysand Gerard
tovisit family membersor outings
in the country were observed by
Rird Citv residents

Those who left state went to the
Rocky Mountainstoski, Denver for
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, or
Ames, lowa, toseelovedones. Va
cationerswent to Chuckee Cheese,
aNascar race track, a hotel swim-
ming pool, an auction, bowling,
Prom dress shopping, a Baptism,
roller skating, and many other ac-
tivities.

The folks who stayed close to
home were not bored either.
Lance Churchwell made $19.25
working for his dad, Jacob Diers
and family had his father home
from his truck driving job, and
Naomi Reeh watered chickens
and collected eggs. Everyone
used the time off and began to
look forward to snrina

Wor d received concer ninglaw plan

By Karen Krien

Thepossibility of having consoli-
dated law enforcement in the
county wasdiscussed twiceduring
theFriday meeting of theCheyenne
County Commissioners. With the
information gained, JaneBrubaker,
commissioner, will approach both
the St. Francis and Bird City city
councilsto seeif they will beinter-
ested.

Several months ago, Kevin
Berens, county attorney, submitted
aletter totheattorney general’ sof -
fice asking if it would be possible
toaddtomorepeopletoformacon-
solidated |aw enforcement board as
the present statutes stated that only
five peoplewould be ableto serve
on the board which included: the
commissioner chairman, county
attorney, mayor of thelargest city
(inthiscase, it would bethemayor
of St. Francis) and two elected
members. The commissioners
agreedthat themayor of Bird City
should be included on this board
but this was not what the statute
stated.

At the Friday meeting, Attorney
Berens said that he had received a
reply for theattorney general which
would allow for the above board
membersbutwoulda soincludethe
Bird City mayor and another ap-
pointed member.

However, the consolidated law
enforcement board whichthecom-
missionersand attorney have been
looking at wouldrequiregettingan

affirmative vote of the public to
eliminatetheposition of sheriff and
accept the consolidated law en-
forcement proposition.

Sheriff Eddie Dankenbring in-
formed the commissioners that
Dundy County, Neb., just north of
Cheyenne County, has a different
form of consolidated law enforce-
ment where the sheriff, who is
€l ected, headsthe department with
a staff of five and four vehicles.
There is an officer who covers
Haigler andthat areaand theother
officers cover Benkelman and
county. Sheriff Dankenbring said
that the Dundy County Sheriff had
offered to cometo acommission-
ers’ meeting and explain the sys-
tem. He also noted that Phillips
County, about 130 miles east of
St. Francis, also hasasimilar sys-
tem.

Tim Raile, commissioner, when
talking about thefirst proposal with
an elected consolidated law en-
forcement board, that consolidating
isbound to save money because of
the duplication of servicesin the
threelaw enforcement offices.

The matter will continued to be
discussed at the commissioners’
meetingsuntil thereisadefinitere-
sponse of “no” in one of the city
council meetings.

Inother business

In other business:

» The commissioners granted
Mike Antholz, county road and
bridgeemployee, disability leaveto

Bill R. Fuller, state executive
director of the Kansas Farm Ser-
viceagency, announcedrecently
that the deadline for farmersto
make base and yield selections
will not beextended past the April
1deadline.

Becauseof theheavy workload
involved in this signup, Direc-
tor Fuller and other Farm Ser-
vice Agency state directorsre-
guested the national office pro-
vide additional time to ensure
all landowners have the oppor-
tunity to make these important
baseandyield decisionsprior to
the deadline.

Farm Service Agency county
offices have been authorized to
usearegister for landownersthat
contact the office by April 1, to
make their base and yield selec-
tions, but the office is unable to
schedulean appointment withthe
producer because of the heavy

L andowners must
contact office

workload. Persons that are
placed on the register prior to
April 1will be scheduled an ap-
pointment at the earliest practi-
cal datethat workload allows.

Persons who have not made
their base and yield selection,
and do not contact the Farm Ser-
vice Agency county officeprior
toApril Lwill notbeprovidedan
opportunity tomaketheseselec-
tions after the deadline. These
persons will have to accept the
default base option.

Director Fuller encourages
landownersthat have not made
their baseandyield selectionsto
contact thecounty officenolater
than April 1. Phonecontactisac-
ceptableto beplaced onthereg-
ister.

Asof March 11, the base and
yield selectionshavebeen made
on 65.89 percent of Kansas
farms.

takecareof kneesurgery. After the
sick leaveisused, hewill beondis-
ability.

« Larry Gabel, emergency medi-
cal service director, had the com-
missioners sign permits and li-
censesfor ambulances, noting that
in 2002, there 243 emergency re-
sponsesmadeby emergency medi-
cal technicians; 19 runs were con-
sidered“ non-emergency;” and 251
runsweretransporting patients. He
noted that when technicians bring
the ambulance to football games,
rodeos and other such events, they
arenot paidfor beingthere. Healso
delivered ajob description of the
ambulance bookkeeper.

March 16-22

 The sheriff and undersheriff
went into executive sessionto dis-
cuss personnel. No decision was
made coming out.

e Dave Flemming, road and
bridge supervisor, reported that he
plannedto purchasea1995 scraper
for $98,000, delivered. Hegavethe
yearly report onthedepartment and
then heandthecommissionersdis-
cussed, at length, whether or not tc
purchase or lease tractors used for
mowing.

Next meeting

Thenext meeting of thecommis-
sioners has been set for 8 am. on
March 31 in the commissioners’
roomin the courthouse.

mar ksAgWeek :

March 16 through 22 marks Na-
tional Agriculture Week.

Established in 1973, Ag Week
has been an opportunity for the
American peopleto say “thanks’ to
those hard-working men and
women of agriculture. Check Page
7inthisissueto seeall of thosebusi-
nesses sal uting these hard working
people.

Despite the dwindling rural
population, thebusinessof farming
and ranching remains an integral
function of the Kansas economy.
Twenty-five percent of the state’s
economicactivity canbeconnected
with agriculture, while as much as
42 percent of the state's total ex-
portsare agriculture-rel ated.

The population in the state of
Kansasisgrowingbut theurbanand
suburban communities are gain-
ing peoplewhiletherural farming
communities are losing ground.
There are fewer peoplein theru-
ral areas but the demand for agri-
cultural commodities is greater
than ever. Americanfarmerspro-
duce 16 percent of the world’'s

food on 7 percent of the world’ s
land. Kansas has 47.5 million
acres in agriculture which ranks
third in the United States.

Despite the shiftsin population,
nearly two million people farm or
ranch in the United States. Indi-
vidualsor familiesoperate al most
90 percent of U.S. farms. Addi-
tionally, morethan 15 percent of
the U.S. population is employed
in farm or farm-related jobs, in-
cluding production agriculture,
farminputs, processing and mar-
keting, and wholesale and retail
sales.

The average size of a Kansas
farmis742 acresandtheaverage
age of a Kansas farmer is 55
years. Kansasranksinthetoptwo
inwheat production, wheat flour
milled, grain sorghum, cattle pro-
cessed, sorghum silage, prime
farmland, cattle and calves and
the farms have miles of ter-
races.

Just think what the world woul o
not haveif itwerenot for theefforts
of theKansasfarmer!
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