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City maintenancediscussed M onday

TheBirdCity Council metMarch
3to discussand act on avariety of
subjects including city mainte-
nance, building and business per-
mitsand animal control.

City maintenanceconcernsabout
snow removal, summer parks up-
keep and property appearancewere
addressed. Two citizens were
present wanted to have moreeffort
giventotheremoval of snowandice
inthe gutter in front of the post of -

Screening
scheduled

Cheylin School District, in con-
junction with Early Childhood Ser-
vices Staff, will be sponsoring hear-
ing, vision and Developmental
Screeningsfor al childrenfrombirth
toschool age, onWednesday, March
19. These screenings are free of
charge, andthoughchildrenentering
kindergarten next fall must partici-
pate, parentsareencouragedtobring
al children not already in school.

Parents are the primary and most
influential teacherstheir childrenwill
ever have. Thesescreeningswill help
parents discover their child’ sdevel-
opmental stage and how best to en-
courage their ever changing skills.
Thesescreeningsal sohel ptheschool
district planandpreparefor futurestu-
dentsinordertotry and offer thebest
educational experience.

Parentsareencouraged toaccom-
pany their children through the
screening process so that parents
and staff can shareobservationsand

fice. The council members are
aware of the problem and the city
has dealt with what all agreeisa
poor design of the building’ sloca-
tion. The main defects are that the
post officehasanorthern exposure,
which does not allow for enough
sunshineand heat totakecareof the
frozen ground, and water from
other areas naturally collectsin
what is alow spot in this part of
town.

discusstheresultsof thescreening.
If thereisanindicationthat further
evaluationisneeded, an assessment
isavailableat nocost totheparents.

Screenings will take approxi-
mately 30 minutes for infants 0-6
months, one hour for those 6
monthsthrough2yearsand 90 min-
utesfor children 3to 5yearsold If
bringingtwoor morechildren, you
may go through the screening first
withonechild andthentheother, or
youmay bring another adult sothat
thechildren can be screened at one
time. Another optionisto schedule
onechildinthemorningandonein
theafternoon, bringingthemoneat
atime.

Thescreeningswill beheldatthe
Methodist Church in Bird City on
Wednesday, March 19. They are
free but appointments are needed
and can be made by calling the
Cheylin Elementary School secre-
tary at (785) 734-2351.

Attendanceawards
dropped at 2003fair

ByLezieHilt

Afteryearsof having Attendance
Awards at the fair, the fair board
members voted to no longer have
the drawing. In past years, the fair
board has given away $2,000.

Art Krueger had approached a
board member and said the people
from the Senior Center would still
sell theticketsat fair however they
wanted the fair board to set up the
tables and then be in charge of the
money after itistaken.

Inthelastfew yearsthefair board
had madelittlemoney off the Atten-
dance Awards and last year, the
drawingonly cleared around $100.
After much discussion, the board
decided that it wastimeto quit that
promotion. Mr. Krueger said that
the senior citizenswould still help
with taking money at the gatesand
helpwherever they couldat thefair.

Insurance

Last year theinsurancefor thefair
was $2,400; this year the bill was
$3,124.

Photography

Casey Johnson, county agent,
waspresent representing the Exten-
sion Council. Some 4-H’ ers had
asked if there could be a class for
panoramic and contact printsin
photography. This way they
wouldn’t have to increase the size
toan8by 10. They felt likeif these
two divisions were added, the
project would increasein size.

Inother business

Cheylin
sudents
enjoyrally

CheylinHigh Schoal’ sFutureCommunity
and Career Leaders of Americamembers
participatedinaRoad Rally Thursday night.
Eight teams of studentswere given cluesin
riddles which directed them to locations in
Bird City. Fightingtheexcitement of compe-
tition, thedriverswere awarethat they must

observestop signsandtrafficrules.

After apre-race pizzasupper, the anxious
teamsdroveintothe night. Faculty sponsors
Babs Antholz and Melanie Hill remained at
the school in case students became stumped
by theriddles. Thewinning team, headed by
Hayley Y oung, did not need help, returning
tothehigh school after about an hour.

Althoughsomeres dentswonderedwhythere . - - — — =
wasunusual activity ontheirstregtsthatevening DRIVING INTO THENIGHT, Cheylin studentshunted throughout Bird City for certainlocationsgiventothem
theclub membershad assfeand funtime.

* The Jack Ford family had asked
about planting atree in memory of
Jack. Themembersaskedif thefam-
ily knewthat they wouldhavetocare
forthetreesafter plantingit. Thefam-
ilywasawareof thisandthemembers
thought when they went down to
work ontheroofing perhapsthefam-
ilywouldliketocomedownandthey
could decideonaspot for atree..

e Mr. Bursch had spoke to a
printer in Goodland about printing
thefair books. Mr. Burschfelt like
it would cost too much. Agent
Johnson said shewould get aquote
from Kansas State.

* Member Jared Douthit said that
Douthit Brothers would possibly
plant the corn for thefair barbecue
thisyear aslong as the board sup-
pliedtheseedandwhenitcametime
to pick thecornthey would need to
have peopleto help.

e Mark Mills was approached by
Steve Orth, who had read the gas
meter at thefairgrounds. Hesaid that
apparently after the Safety Day was
held at the fairgrounds Jan. 18, the
furnace had never been shut off. The
board hasabill of $800. After much
discussion as to who was negligent
and who would pay, the board read
that the contract statesthat it isthe
renter’s responsibility to leave the
buildingintheconditionitwasfound
(and that included the temperature),
they decided that the hospital or the
state office that held the Safety Day

wouldberesponsiblefor payingthehill.

Mayor David Hickert offered
two solutions, in addition to the
city’s maintenance crew giving
more time to snow removal and
sand application: 1) he suggested
that postal patrons park afew feet
totheeastinfront of theMemorial
Park wherethe sun shinesmore of -
tenandthegutterisgenerally clear;
and 2) that thecity consider closing
off that block of the city and create
a non-traffic mall area “perhaps

similar tothe Sixteenth Street Mall
inDenver,” hesaid. This, of course,
wouldbeopentofurther discussion.

No decision was made for sum-
mer helpand park upkeep but appli-
cations are being accepted. The
northwall of the old movietheater
buildingisclosetocollapseandthe
owners have been contacted to
makethesituation safer.

A building permit wasapproved
to Chris Cisneros for a privacy

fenceintown. Jerry Toler wasgiven
permission to operate a popcorn
vending trailer along U.S. 36 this
summer andtheHometown Market
wasgrantedaCerea Malt Beverage
License.

Police chief Stan Harp offered
proposalsfor ananimal cagetohold
stray dogs and be used to transfer
themtothenearest areapoundsince
Bird City does not have the facili-
tiestokennel dogs. Chief Harpalso

requestedvacationtimeinApril. The
council approvedtherequest contin-
gent that it did not conflict with the
Cheylin High School prom and that
theCheyenneCounty Sheriff’ soffice
would be able to cover Bird City in
Chief Harp’ sabsence.

Other items Mayor Hickert’s
proclamationthat April will beFair
Housing Month and the council
moved forward in effortsfor anew
tornado siren.

By Casey McCormick

The wait is over for Bird City
households as the Hometown
Market on 112 W. Bressler
opened its doors on Wednesday.
Brenda Johnson and staff have
worked hard to put the final
touches on the long awaited re-
opening of the grocery store.
Shelves are fully stocked, cases
packed and servicesareready and
SO are areashoppers.

“1" vebeen putting of f going out
of town to shop,” said local resi-
dent Carol Black. “| sureneedalot
of things.”

The windows of the building
havebeen covered withwhite pa-
per for monthsasthetransforma-
tion within took place. So most
peoplein this small town do not
know what to expect or how much
hasgoneonbehindthestorefront.
Thankstothevisionof Century I,
plansfor thisremodel began sev-
eral months back and the group
madeit happen.

With the community in mind,
the majority of this project was
performed by local people. Elec-
trical, plumbing, painting, clean-

New market opened
doorsWednesday

ing, haul off and many other needed
services were done by either local
volunteersorlocal contractlabor. If
ajob could not bedone by someone
in Bird City who had the skillsand
resourcesCentury | foundworkers
from nearby towns.

Therewasoneexception. Perfor-
mance Refrigeration Systemshadto
be brought infrom Denver Ernieto
assist with the complete replace-
ment of the cooling and freezer sys-
tem. John Swenson and Miguel
Perez spent many hoursaway from
their familiesworking hard onwhat
could becalled thebackboneof this
store. Bird City residents became
very familiar withthesetwo gentle-
men asthey spent time here.

Mr. Swenson, the project man-
ager, saidthisisa“very, very pleas-
ant town to work in ... with alaid
back atmosphere and friendly
people.” Mr. Perez liked that there
was “no traffic and no problems.”
Bird City hopesthey will visitagain.

The Hometown Market will be
open Monday through Saturday, 8
am. to 6 p.m. The store’s phone
number is 785-734-5020.

HOMETOWNMARKET signsisraisedtotheroof at 112W. Bressler. Hangingthesignsar evolunteer s Andrew Johnson,

Don Wright and ErnieK etzner. Times staff photos by Casey McCormick

THE SHEL VESof theHometown M ar ket arestockedwith
amplesuppliesof groceries.

throughriddles.

Times staff photo by Casey McCormick
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Cold temps
£ finally turn
tothe60s

Temperatures went from avery cold 8
degreeson March 4 to abalmy 66 degrees
onMarch 6.

Theweekend was supposed to be warm
but Cheyenne County wason theedgeand
the weekend was spent cold and blustery
withwind chills dropping below zero.

Decision Westher reportsthat the spring
equinox is right around the corner. By
March 17, thelength of day wil beupto 12
hoursand the temperatureswill go up too.

Thislast week of coldtemperaturesmay
bethelast spell thiswinter. However, there
may be some snow as this has happened
many timesin the past.

Just keep in mind -- spring isjust afew
weeksaway.



