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PHEASANT HUNTING hasnot been asgood asin year spast in Cheyenne County.

Biologig talksabout best time
tostock pheasantsfor hunting

By Leonard Hooper, District
Wildlife Biologist

Inthemiddleagesitwasbelieved
that bloodl etting, or draining some
of your blood, could curemany ill-
ness' . If you had afever, for ex-
ample, you could go to the barber,
sometimes called barber-surgeon,
and you held on to apole as he cut
theveinsin your armsto let blood
for curing your illness. Thisis
where the red and white stripes of
thebarber poleoriginated. Welook
at thistoday and think how ridicu-
lousthat peoplecould believethat.

Y ou are probably asking what
doesthishaveto do with anything.
Well nothing, except that this an-
cient practice came to mind when
someone said to me: “We need to
stock pheasantsinthespringtimeso
they will havetimetonest and grow
beforenextfall. Thenwewill have
pheasants to hunt.” Thisisavery
common suggestionwhen pheasant
numbersarelow.

Intheearly 1900sitwasbelieved
that if you didn’'t have pheasants
and quail all you need to do isto
stock them. We have learned
through years of stocking, and
many scientific studies that if you

don’thavethehabitat for themthey
will not survive and you will only
feedthepredators. If youhavewild
birdsalready therethen putting pen-
reared birds into existing habitat
does not add to the numbersin the
fall.

It should benorevelationto any-
one that the past three years of
drought hasbeenhard oneveryone,
including pheasants, and thepheas-
ant numbershavetakenanosedive.
Weareat themercy of Mother Na-
ture. If shedoesn’t let ushaverain
to grow crops, and pheasant habi-
tat, then pheasant numberswill con-
tinuetobelow. If youwant to stock
pheasants, then immediately go
hunt them. Stocking pheasantsinto
non-existing habitat with thehopes
of improving wild numbers, well,
youwould bebetter off saving your
money.

Somepeoplesay weneedtoclose
the season. Thiswould do nothing
toimprovethe numbersinthefall.
Againstudieshaveshownthat clos-
ingtheseasonwoulddolittleif any-
thingtoimprovepheasant numbers.
Many pheasant huntersdidnot even
goout huntingthisfall becausethey
knew thereweren’ t many pheasants

Environmental
proposed program

r uleneedscomments

The proposed rule for Environ-
mental Quality IncentivesProgram
(EQIP), reauthorized in the 2002
FarmBill, waspublishedintheFed-
eral Register for comment on Feb.
10, accordingtoHarold L. Klaege,
stateconservationist for theUnited
States Department of Agriculture
Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS). Thiswill allow
farmers and ranchers to use pro-
gram funding in the coming year.

Highlights of the revised Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram proposal include:

« reducing intheamount of plan-
ning requirements needed to de-
velop acontract;

* providing up to 90 percent cost
share for limited resource and be-
ginning producers,

« providing livestock producers
with cost-shareassi stancefor waste
storagefacilitiesregardlessof size,
but must develop and implement a
comprehensive nutrient manage-
ment plan;

e allowing producers to have
more than one contract per tract at
any giventime;

« alocating 60 percent of Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram funds toward livestock re-

lated practices; and,

e delegating Environmental
Quiality Incentives Program is ad-
ministration to the Natural Re-
source Conservation Service.

“Conservation incentive pro-
gramsforworkinglands, incombi-
nation with technical assistance,
help reduce the regulatory burden
on farmers and ranchers,” State
Conservationist Klaege said. “We
hope potential Environmental
Quality IncentivesProgram partici-
pantswill taketimeto comment on
theproposedrulestoensurethey are
producer-friendly andwill achieve
the intended results of these pro-
grams.”

CommentsontheEnvironmental
Quality Incentives Program pro-
posal will be accepted for 30 days
after publicationor until March 12.
Additional information on Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram is on the Web http://
www.nrcs.usda.gov/news/
index.html then scroll down to
“http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/%20"
(Proposed Rulefor Environmental
Quality IncentivesProgram Avail-
ablefor Public Comment) and click
onthelinkslistedfor moreinforma-
tion.
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tohunt. Many whodidgo out found
they had to walk too far to shoot a
pheasant and went home. | know
thereareafew diehardsthat will be
out there many days of the season,

but thevast majority of hunterswill

giveitupearly. Pheasantsonlylive
in the wild for about a year, some
longer, many alot lessbut theaver-
ageis8-12months, sothepheasants
we havetoday will not bethe same
pheasantsthistimenextyear. They
cannot be stockpiled.

What can we do about pheasant
numbers? In the short run, pray for
rain. Inthelongrun, keepfocusedon
improving habitat, work to provide
winter cover, nestingandbroodrear-
ing cover. Planting trees and shrubs
isgood but it doesnot effect theover-
all population like large scale pro-
gramssuch asthe Conservation Re-
serve Program. | wonder what the
pheasant population would be with-
out Conservation Reserve Program.
Continue to support programs and
lobbying efforts to expand and im-
prove Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram. Support education and infor-
mation effortsto get theword out on
new researchabout farming practices
that are beneficial to the farmer and
wildlife. There are many thingsthat
canbedone. Let’ snotwastetimeand
money on practicesthat haveproven
over many yearsto beineffective.

Pheasants Forever Chaptersthat
enter intoastocking programwould
beinjeopardy of loosingtheir char-
ter or recognition as a Pheasants
Forever Chapter. Stocking to im-
provewildbird popul ation numbers
should berelegated to history with
practicesand beliefslike bloodlet-
ting, the earth is flat, and the sun
revolvesaroundtheearth. Weknow
better now.

Wool and mohair deadline
extended toend of March

Wool and mohair producers are
now eligible to apply for nonre-
course marketing assistance loans
and loan deficiency payments
(LDPs) from the Farm Service
Agency, but they must apply by
March 31 for their 2002-year crop.

“The 2002 Farm Bill puts wool
and mohair producers on par with
grain and oilseed producersin that
they now havethe option of apply-
ing for marketing assistance loans
and loan deficiency payments,”
said AngieBerens, executivedirec-
tor of the Cheyenne County Farm
Service Agency.

Producershaveuntil March31to
apply for a nine-month marketing
assistance loan or loan deficiency
payments on wool or mohair
sheared in 2002.

Producersplacingtheirwool and
mohair under loan with the Farm
Service Agency receive an estab-

lishedloanrate. National per pound
loan rates are set at $1 for graded
wool, 40 cents for ungraded wool
and $4.20 for mohair.

Mrs. Berens said producers can
forego putting their wool and mo-
hair under loan and receive aloan
deficiency payment instead.

In order to qualify for loans or
loan deficiency payments, produc-
ers must meet program eligibility
requirements. Producersmust have
ownedthesheep or goatsfor at least
30 days before shearing, and they
must retain beneficial interestfrom
thetime of shearing through either
repayment of theloanor, inthecase
of aloan deficiency payments, the
datethe payment isrequested.

A special exceptiontothebenefi-
cial interest ruleisin effect for the
2002-year crop. Eligibleproducers
who lost beneficial interest before
Oct. 11,2002, areeligibletorequest

an loan deficiency payment
gbase3donthedatebeneficial inter-
est waslost. Requestsfor this spe-
cial exceptionmust besubmitted nc
later that March 31.

Thewool or mohair must be pro-
duced and shorn from live animal s
of domestic origin in the Unitec
Statesand beof merchantablequal -
ity.

Graded wool will be convertec
fromagreasy basisto aclean basis
to determine the quantity eligible
for loanor loandeficiency payment.
The net quantity of wool will be
converted using the Schlumberger
Estimated Commercial Top and
Noil Yield obtained from the core
test.

Producerscan contact the Chey-
enneCounty Farm Service Agency
officein St. Francisfor moreinfor-
mation.

GracelLauren Wilson

| ntroducing

LorenandMalindaWilsonof ru-
ral PottawatomieCounty arehappy
toannouncethebirthof their daugh-
ter, Grace Lauren Elise Wilson on
June 21, 2002, in Manhattan. The
little miss weighed 7 pounds, 11
ouncesandwas 19 1/2incheslong.
Shewaswel comed homeby broth-
ers Garret and Stuart and sister
Madeline.

Grace is the granddaughter of
Gene and Christine Wilson of
HarperandL.A.andKay Bunjesof
St. Francis.

Bird City News

Sharon King, Marsha Batt and
Doug and Walde
HemplerwereSat- -,
urday evening #~ N
dinner
guests of
Keith and
Hilda
Dorsch.
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L ady Cougarsplay like
they’'regoingtoregionals

Cheylin 55- Healy 23

The Lady Cougars played just
like a team cruising into the
Regionals should. AmandaBanis-
ter scored a season high 18 points
as each team mate seemed to make
basketsat will.

“We had really good defense,”
said Coach Dennis Hengen. The
Healy girls had to fight for points
scoringinthedoubledigitsonly one

period. Hollie Louderbaugh led
with 14 takeaways.

Going into the Regionals this
team looks solid.

Coach Hengen said, “I’m really
pleased with how theseasoniscom-
ingtogether. Thegirlsare showing
good timing to get their act to-
gether.”
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%Uth Of M CDonald By Sandy Binning

Cheryl and Jim Banister visited
Ty and Teryn Carmichael in Bird
City Saturday afternoon.

Aaronand L acy Sramek and chil-
dren were Saturday afternoon and
supper guests of Lee and Pam
Vyzourek.

Jerry, Sandy and John Binning
traveledto L akin Saturday morning
towatch Robert participateinthehe
3-2-1A Wrestling Tournament.

John SimmondswasaSaturday
overnight guest of David Banister.

Lavern and Bethel Goltl trav-
eled to Wichitalast Saturday and
stayed until Thursday. Going and
coming, they stoppedinHaviland
to visit with the Waters family.
Lavern and Bethel had a pleasant
surprise when they arrived in
Wichita. Their sons, David and
Alanof New Y ork hadflowninfor

afamily visit. The Waters family
joined them all at the Matt Goltl
home. Davidand Alanflew back to
New Y ork Sunday.

Bowling News

LadiesNiteOut 2/13

Team standings: First National
Bank 17-6; Great Plains Co-op 16-
7; Wright Carpet 16-8; Jake' s15-8;
Troy’sAlley Cat 12-12; Cheyenne
Bowl 7-16; Jersey Maids 6-18;
Dundy Ag5-19.

High game (scratch): Nancy
Vernon 196, AlbertaPeterson 194,
Jenny Wright 192

High series (scratch): Vernon
527, TheresaLivingston 515, Jenny
Wright 513
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Casey Vandike and Connor Hazuka.

Back row, left to right: Annie Hengen, Andy Smith, Kelly Garner, Jason Williams, Queen of Courts:
Stephanie Snyder and Matt Wilson, Hollie Louderbaugh, Michael Sager, Samantha Jensen and
Zachery Linin; front row: Shayla Hubbard, Shayna Johnson, Eddie Frisbie, Jeffrey Richmeier,
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