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The Queen of Courts will be
crowned this Friday night at half
time of the Cheylin and Healy boy’s
basketball game in McDonald. This
year’s nominees for Queen are

Stephanie Snyder, Annie Hengen,
Hollie Lauderbaugh, Samantha
Jensen, and Kelly Garner. The King
will be either Matt Wilson, Mike
Sager, Jason Ribeau, Andy Smith, or

Zach Linen. They will be escorted by
students from the elementary school.
Student Government has organized
this event with the help of faculty
sponsor Babs Antholz.

Queen of Courts crowned on Friday

SnyderHengen LauderbaughJensenGarner

WilsonSagerRibeau SmithLinen

Prepare for the city-wide
Spring Clean up with PRIDE and
Community Club helping all resi-
dents. March 8 is set for trucks to

City-wide clean up set for March
pick up large articles. Call 734-
2722 or 734-2463 for pick ups.
Watch your newspaper for fu-
ture plans.

Casey McCormick has taken
over the position as editor of the
Bird City Times. He replaces Peggy
Horinek.

Instead of having an office down-
town, Mr. McCormick will be
working out of his home at Rich
Avenue, Apartment 10. The phone
and fax number will be 785-734-
2659.

Mr. McCormick will be trying to
cover all community and school
events but noted, he may need
people to remind him of events
coming up. He would also like to do
some feature article but, there
again, it would be nice if people
would tell him about some of the
talents, hobbies and about other
people who do or have done inter-
esting things.

“I’m new in the community and
I am always interested in leads to
articles about Bird City and the sur-
rounding area,” he said. “I like
people and have a natural curiosity
about what goes on.”

Mr. McCormick came to Bird
City about a year ago to be closer to
his son Joseph who is a second
grader in the Cheylin Elementary.
He had done some substitute teach-
ing in the schools along with pick-
ing up some “handyman” jobs.
When he took the Times editor po-
sition, he was helping remodel the
Bird City Market building. He and
Joey’s interests include golf, fish-
ing, and baseball.

Mr. McCormick graduated from
Wheat Ridge High School, Wheat
Ridge, Colo., and went on to attend

Arizona State University, South-
west Louisiana University and
Metro State in Denver where he
earned a bachelor’s degree in En-
glish.

“I like working with kids so have
especially enjoyed working in the
school system,” he said.

“We are happy to have Casey in
the Bird City office. His connection
with the school and with the towns-
people will be helpful in making the
Bird City Times more interesting
and informational,” said Karen
Krien, publisher.

If anyone has a news item, wants a
subscription or to renew a subscrip-
tion, or needs a word classified ad,
contact Mr. McCormick at 785-332-
2659 or e-mail him at
bctimes@nwkansas.com. Regular
display or box classified ads may be
directed to Claire Jeanfreau-Hilt at
The St. Francis Herald. If unable to
contact Mr. McCormick, call The St.
Francis Herald at 785-332-3162 or
e-mail sfherald@nwkansas.com.
Signing up for nwkansas internet is also
available by contacting Mr.
McCormick or The St. Francis Herald.

Bird City
has new
editor

The Cheylin School Board met
Monday evening to discuss a va-
riety of subjects. Senior Andy
Smith presented the board with a
proposed itinerary for this year’s
class trip to Denver. Plans include
seeing the U.S. Mint, Ocean Jour-

ney, The Museum of Nature and
Science, I-MAX, and sometime at
an area roller rink and shopping
mall. The board approved the
inteneary.

Next the board discussed the
addition of a breezeway and an up

grade of the existing fire alarm
system. Since there has been no
call to upgrade the fire alarm sys-
tem and the breezeway is not an
immediate need the board turned
down this proposal for now.

Agreed upon items were:

• A new 8-man football district
assignment which may alter some
traditional area matchups but
would allow two teams from the
district to advance to the play-
offs.

• The board made a decision to

pay Office Works a reduced amount
for carpeting in the high school li-
brary. The board members and
other people at the meeting toured
the library and could see where the
installation of carpeting was sub-
standard.

Other business
Other items discussed were

Northwest Kansas Educational Ser-
vice Center’s buy-in services, Title
I technical grants, and possibly
changing communications system
to a wireless provider.

School board okays senior’s itinerary

Prairie dogs discussed Friday
at commissioners’ meeting

PEGGY HORINEK, former Bird City Times editor, gave some
pointers to new editor Casey McCormick.
                                                                                                   Times staff photo by Karen Krien

Velda Wright cleans shelves as Mathew and Robert, of Service Master, sanitize the produce
case: all are preparing for the reopening of the Bird City Market.
                                                                                                                                            Times staff photo by Casey McCormick

See Prairie Dogs  on page 6

By Karen Krien
The county attorney talked about

prairie dogs when the Cheyenne
County Commissioners met Fri-
day.

Kevin Berens, county attorney,
reported that he had talked to Chris
Tymeson with the Kansas Wildlife
and Park’s general council and one
of the people who drafted the bill
being presented to the Kansas
House of Representatives. Attorney
Berens said that basically the bill
allowed farmers and ranchers want-
ing to raise prairie dogs the right to
do so as long as they presented a
control plan to the county commis-
sioners and it was approved. It
doesn’t take away the rights of the
farmer to control prairie dogs on
their land.

On the bill, the word “eradicate”
had been scratched and replaced
with manage and control.

Commissioner Tim Raile said
that some of the people in this area
had a problem with the Wildlife and

Parks being involved but Attorney
Berens pointed out that commis-
sioners do not have the expertise to
help with a plan to control or man-
age prairie dogs while the Wildlife
and Parks officials do have the ex-
pertise.

As of Friday, the prairie dog leg-
islation is still being debated and no
decisions had been made.

Hiring put on hold
Following an executive session,

the commissioners agreed to put the
matter of hiring the ambulance sec-
retary full time on hold until the
commissioners could see what their
options would be. Commissioner
Raile said he had visited the ambu-
lance office and after talking to the
secretary Janelle Bowers, and see-
ing what she did, he had a greater
appreciation for what she did.

Back taxes
Randy Sangster, appraiser, and

Deb Smith, part time help in the
appraiser’s office, had been asked
to come to the meeting to talk more

about S & S, gas well company, and
the owner Richard Stephen, who
has been asking that the county
commissioners abate the back taxes
on property he had purchased. It
was noted that Mr. Stephan had paid
the taxes for 2000 to 2002. The
county attorney had said that the
commissioners had no control to
abate the taxes so the commission-
ers were wanting to know how
much the wells and equipment
would be worth if the county were
to foreclose on the property and sell
wells and equipment.

Appraiser Sangster said that if the
equipment were to be salvaged, it
would be worth approximately
$1,040 per well depending on the
size of the well (some could be
worth $850 while another could be
worth $100), however, someone
would need to be hired to take the
wells down, pull the tubing and pile
up the equipment.

Harvest Energy has 21 wells but
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Way to Go ~
     Cheylin Academic Team!!!

ACADEMIC TEAMMATES: left to right - Rebecca Mason, John Simmonds, Michael Sager,
Andy Smith and Jacob Jensen.

ALL THE WAY TO STATE!

Bird City Bird Seed
Bird City Housing Authority
Bird City Times
Blue Bird Cafe
Bressler-Young Aviation
Clarence & Minnie Busse
Martin & Arlene Busse
Cheylin NEA
Country Trader Gun

& Pawn Shop
Downtown Repair
First National Bank - Bird City
Frontier Equity Exchange
Goff Agency
Norman & Vernetta Haack
John & Sharon Hendricks
Hot Brush
Joan Banister Agency
Royce & Darci Kehlbeck
Krien Farm Supply
Krien Pharmacy

We’re Proud Of You
Bill & Vada Leach
McDonald Grocery
McDougal-Sager Grain
Don & Canda Orten
Peoples State Bank
Prairie Land Electric
Shahan Terracing
Tri- State Antique Engine
          & Thresher Assoc.
Walden Farms
Bradley & Barbara Waters
Radean & Velda Wright

Kansas Classified Ad Network
Adoption
ADOPTION, Pregnant? Call to re-
ceive information on loving fami-
lies hoping to adopt and shower
your baby with love. Call Tammy.
800-675-3407.

Business Opportunity
$1000/WEEKLY possible mailing
brochures from home! No experi-
ence necessary! Free Info! Call 1-
800-749-5782 (24hrs).

 A GREAT BUSINESS OPPOR-
TUNITY. Start your own internet
business. Complete training.
Small investment required. Free
computer! 1-888-382-4640 ext.
2882. www.moneywise.money
wayz.com.

A+ M&M MARS/NESTLE Vend-
ing Route. PROFITABLE, ALL
CASH BUSINESS. Unique new
machines. Prime locations avail-
able now! GREAT OPPORTU-
NITY, INVESTMENT RE-
QUIRED. Toll Free 800-637-7444.

Educational
MISSOURI WELDING INSTI-
TUTE, INC. Nevada, Missouri.
Become a Certified Pipe and Struc-
tural Welder.  Earn top pay in 18
weeks.  Many companies seek our
graduates.  1-800-667-5885.

For Sale
FREE 2ROOM DIRECTV SYS-
TEM INCLUDING INSTALLA-
TION! 3 months free HBO &
Cinemax -$66value Access
225+channels! Digital-quality pic-
ture/sound. Packages $31.99/mo.
Limited offer. 800-217-4578.

HOT TUBS, BUY FROM MANU-
FACTURER, HOME SHOW SPE-
CIALS, 11 styles. $2195 - $2995,
7’ lounger, twin pumps, 35 jets:
$2995. Video, price list: 800-869-
0406. goodlifespa.com.

SWIMMING POOLS! $829! Fac-
tory Clearance Pricing. On new
2002 pools! Huge 31’x19’ pools.
Complete with sundeck, fence, fil-
ter & ladder. Only $829! 100% Fi-
nancing! Installation arranged! Call
800-852-7946 limited area.

Help Wanted
ebay Wholesalers Needed. We sup-
ply product 80% below wholesale.
No inventory. No experience req’d.
Call today for more info. 1-800-
568-1636, ext 4270.

GOVERNMENT POSTAL JOBS.
UP TO $47,578. Now hiring. Full
benefits, training, and retirement.

For application and info: 800-573-
8555 Dept P357 8am-11pm/7days.

Reach more than 1 million potential
employees through the classifieds.
Advertise in 130+ newspapers
statewide. Only $250/25 words,
$10/extra word. Contact this news-
paper or Kansas Press at 785-271-
5304 or kcan@kspress.com.

The City of Russell is accepting ap-
plications for Police Officer. Appli-
cations and job description available
at 133 W. 8th St., Russell KS 67665
(785) 483-6311  ADA/EEO.

Help Wanted/Part-Time
Kansas Army National Guard - P/
T positions available. Get skills to
put your career on track. We offer
free training, college money, steady
pay. 1-800-432-2447
www.ks.ngb.army.mil.

PART TIME  work with interna-
tional high school students and host
families. Strong community spirit
and warm heart for teens. Must help
find families. 1-888-552-9872.

Help Wanted/Truck Driver
Driver - COVENANT TRANS-
PORT — Now hiring Experienced
Teams, Solos and Trainers. Owner
Operators - Solos/Teams 83¢. No
CDL, No Problem. We school.
Give us a call to find out about our
Training Center. Authorized by the
TN Higher Education Commission.
Call 1-888-MORE-PAY (1-888-
667-3729).

Drivers - Exp’d/Inexp’d...Start se-
cure, STAY secure! Great pay, ben-
efits, lease purchase. CDL/A w/8
mos OTR req’d. Central Refriger-
ated800-727-5865.

Drivers-OWNER OPERATORS
needed for family owned & oper-
ated company. .86cpm loaded or
unloaded. First 1000 gallons of fuel
free! Call ALL FREIGHT TO-
DAY! 800-377-7575.

Drivers/OTR Singles start up to
37¢/mi. Teams Start 35¢-39¢. In-
dustry leading benefits. GAINEY
TRANSPORTATION 800-287-
0376.

Drivers/OTR-NO EXP? Low Cost
CDL Training available. Meals,
lodging & transportation provided,
Tuition Reimbursement. Ask about
$1000 Bonus! 1-800-284-8785.

Drivers/Owner Operators. Great pay,
benefits, high weekly miles and
$2500 sign on bonus. 1yr. T/T exp.

required. Call SMX 800-247-8040.

Drivers/Students Needed Immedi-
ately. CDL Training available
through USTDS in Denver, CO.
Financing transportation, housing
and tuition reimbursement avail-
able. Call Carmen at 1-866-268-
7854 for Details.

Legal
Social Security disability claims;
Saunders & Saunders Attorneys at
Law.  No recovery, No fee!  1-800-
259-8548.

Medical
MEDICARE PATIENTS USING
INHALERS Albuterol - Atrovent -
Combivent - Serevent - Azmacort
- Flovent and Others. Having Dif-
ficulty? Breathe Easy Again. Medi-
care covered liquid therapy may be
available if you qualify. MED-A-
SAVE 1-800-224-1919 ext.
KS0703.

Musical Instruments
Looking for a used piano? Why not
rent-to-own a new or like new digi-
tal piano? Low monthly payments.
www.pianos4rent.com.

Real Estate
Handicapped-accessible homes &
Extra Additions. Menke & Associ-
ates a Wardcraft Dealer specializ-
ing in custom built accessible
house. Tax Credits may be avail-
able. 800-383-9090.

Special Notice
GUN SHOW  FEB 22-23, SAT. 9-
5  SUN. 9-3:30 Hutchinson, KS -
Kansas State Fairgrounds - Sun-
flower Building BUY-SELL-
TRADE, Info: 563-927-8176.

Steel Buildings For Sale
STEEL BUILDING BLOWOUT
SPECIAL! - Check out our quality
buildings at prices that CAN’T be
beat! 1-800-973-3366.
www.premiersteel.org.

STEEL BUILDINGS Sale: 5,000+
sizes. Versatile, dependable all
steel. Looking for excellent value
and quality service? Call for free
b r o c h u r e .
www.sentinelbuildings.com, Sen-
tinel Building, 800-327-0790, Ex-
tension 79.

Steel Roofing/Building Materials.
Galvanized Steel starting @ $32
square, painted @ $42. Call for
catalog. Western Metal - Kansas,
Hays 1-800-770-2725, Louisburg
1-800-489-4100, Statewide deliv-
ery available.

By Karen Krien
Former St. Francis resident,

Robbie O’Brien-Leighton is spend-
ing four weeks at the Cheyenne
County Clinic working with Dr. Mary
Beth Miller, Patrick Delano and
Nadja Button, physician assistants,
along with the rest of the medical staff.

She arrived in St. Francis on Jan.
27 and will stay most of February.
The four-week experience is part of
the required curriculum at the KU
Medical School in Wichita. Medi-
cal students are placed in various
Kansas communities to receive ex-
posure to the practice of primary
care in a non-urban area and in-
crease their awareness of profes-
sional opportunities in these areas.

Ms. O’Brien-Leighton began
leaning toward working in the
medical field when her brother was
injured in a skiing accident which
required weeks and months of reha-
bilitation. She has been exposed to
different areas of the medical field
but is still working toward physical
medicine and rehabilitation.

“I have liked all my rotations.
This summer, I did four weeks of a
rehabilitation elective and really
enjoyed it,” she said.

She said she wants to work in the
medical field because she wants to
make a “difference and I know I will
never be bored.”

Ms. O’Brien-Leighton previ-
ously spent some time working with
Dr. Miller. Following this experi-
ence, she will have four more years
of training including one year of pre-
liminary internal medicine and three

Student
trains
at clinic

Club Clip

years in rehabilitation medicine.
She said she has enjoyed working

in St. Francis for several reasons.
“Dr. Miller is ‘cool’ and always

stops to explain and make sure I
understand everything,” she said,
noting that the rest of the staff has
also been supportive and have let
her have “hand-on experience”

whenever possible.
“It is also good to be back — I

love seeing everyone when they
come in.”

Ms. O’Brien-Leighton is the
daughter of Neal and Julie O’Brien
and attended the St. Francis schools
up to the seventh grade. In 1989,
she and her family moved to Scott
City where she graduated in 1994.
The next five years were spent in
Lawrence where she attended
Kansas University. She then went
on to medical school in Kansas
City for two years and is now at
Wichita.

Her husband Scott Leighton is an
engineer and is working with the
ADT Security Systems in Wichita.

“He is very supportive of my
work,” she added.

“We are enjoying having Robbie
working with us and having medi-
cal students come to the clinic is re-
freshing,” said Dr. Miller. She noted
that she also appreciates the coop-
eration of the patients in working
with the students.

The American Legion Auxiliary
met on February 7, 2003. There
were 13 present at the meeting.

It was decided that the Auxiliary
send two representatives from this
area to Girl’s State this year. It was
suggested that interested girls could
attend our next meeting which will
be on March 7th.

Mary Shahan and Vada Leach
presented the program. A reporter
(Vada Leach) had an interview with
Laura Bush (Mary Shahan). Mrs.

Bush gave a lot of insight into her
life as the President’s wife and
about their celebration of
Valentine’s Day as well as other
days in the White House. She em-
phasized the importance of their
faith in Gad as the source of strength
during times of stress and uncer-
tainty. This was a very enjoyable
and informative program.

Delicious refreshments were
served by Mary Dorsch and Millie
Glasco.

American Legion Auxiliary

REQUIRED CURRICULUM for medical school in Wichita,
Robbie O’Brien-Leighton, back, is spending four weeks at the
Cheyenne County Clinic learning from Dr. Mary Beth Miller,
front, along with the two physician assistants.
                                                                                Herald staff photo by Karen Krien

Continued from Page 1

Bowling News
Ladies Nite Out 1/30

Team standings: First National
Bank 12-3; Wright Carpet 12-4;
Great Plains Co-Op 9-6; Jake’s 9-
7; Troy’s Alley Cat 9-7; Chey-
enne Bowl 7-9; Jersey Maids 4-
12; Dundy Ag 1-15.

High game (scratch): Terry
Yost 219, Tammy Overlease 198,
Alberta Peterson 197

High series (scratch): Yost 531,
Marsha Kechter 503, Pat Confer
479

Monday Mixed League 1/27
Team standings: Captain

Hooks Fine Dining 18-10; Z-Tub-

ing 16.5-11.5; Hooks Auction &
Realty 14.5-13.5; Bandel Home
Center 13-15; Krien Pharmacy
13-15; Cueballs 9-19

High game (handicap): Rell
Zimbelman 234, Rick Burton 231,
Earl Hankins 221; Dot Hankins
227, Pam Hook 213, Tami Mer-
chant 208

High series (handicap): Kathy
Bexley 608, Judy Gienger 584, D.
Hankins 578; E. Hankins 633,
Zimbelman 607, Burton 606

Wednesday Coffee 1/22
Team standings: Snyder’s Hay

Gals 6-2, The 3 G’s 6-2, Cheyenne

Bowl 4-4, Krien Steel Buildings
4-4, Sam’s Electric 3-5, Windmill
Restaurant 3-5, Flower Magic 3-
5, Dairy King 3-5

High game (scratch): Marlys
Poulignot 194, Barb Cobb 194,
Barb Cobb 190

High series (scratch): Cobb
522, Cheryl Glidden 478, Janice
Krien 455

it was noted that some of the
Wheeler field wells were either go-
ing to be sold or had been sold.

Since there were so many ques-
tions, the commissioners tabled the
discussion until the appraiser could
find out if the Wheeler field wells had
sold, if the business was still in busi-
ness or if the bankruptcy was final.

Training sessions
Upcoming training’s for the road

and bridge supervisor Dave
Flemming were discussed. Com-
missioner Jane Brubaker ques-
tioned the supervisor to see if he
thought the training sessions, which
could amount to around 10
training’s, were necessary. Super-
visor Flemming did think they were
important and there was no cost for
the training’s.

Supervisor Flemming asked for
an executive session to discuss per-
sonnel and when the session ended,
there were no decisions made.

The commissioners discussed
giving extra sick leave after an em-
ployee had been with the county for
20 or more years and whether more
pay should be given when an em-
ployee moved to the next classifi-
cation. The commissioners had ear-
lier frozen the wages and it was the
consensus that until the commis-
sioners knew more about what the
state would reimburse the county,
they would not give additional pay
for classification moves. The mat-

Prairie Dogs
ter of giving extra sick leave to em-
ployees working for 20 or more
years was tabled.

Equipment leases and grader tires
were also discussed.

Overtime
Overtime in the sheriff’s office

was once again discussed. Com-
missioner Tim Raile reported that
he had visited with the sheriff and,
from the last month’s list of over-
time, he had randomly selected sev-
eral different times and all were
documented and appeared to be
ligament. He encouraged the other
two commissioners to also take
some time to question the overtime
reports. The commissioners also
instructed clerk Terry Miller to pay
the overtime on the next month’s
pay check after the commissioners
had approved the overtime.

In other business
In other business:
• Elmer Kellner, the new represen-

tative for the Western Plains Re-
source Conservation and Develop-
ment, wanted to know what the com-
missioners expected of him as a rep-
resentative. They said that if anything
brought up needed to be discussed
with them to please contact them.

• The commissioners agreed not
to sign the Fair Housing Month
proclamation.

• Commissioner Brubaker gave a
brief review of the Airport Author-
ity meeting which she had attended.

• Dan Schlittenhardt, noxious

weed supervisor, was given permis-
sion to attend a meeting.

• Prairie dog legislation which
has been introduced to the House
was discussed.

• Roxie Neitzel and Kelly Frewen
discuss the county’s insurance pre-
miums for the upcoming year.

• The commissioners agreed to
have a resolution drawn up giving
the cities a rebate for recycling in-
stead of filling up the landfill.

• Gary Rogers asked that the com-
missioners along with all other
elected officials be present for a video
at the next meeting. The video shows
what the responsibilities of elected
officials are in the case of a disaster.
The video showing was scheduled for
9 a.m. on Feb. 28 in the commission-
ers’ room in the courthouse.

• The Attorney General’s office
had written back concerning the
questions on consolidated law en-
forcement, noting that they are
working on the matter and will have
an answer in the near future.

• The commissioners agreed to
take juvenile prisoners to the Trego
County facility for $145 per day
opposed to the Southwest Regional
facility in Garden City which will
cost $165 per day.

Next meeting
The next commissioners’ meet-

ing will be held at 8 a.m. on Feb.
28 in the commissioners’ room in
the courthouse located in St.
Francis.


