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LadiesNiteOut 1/23

Team standings: First National
Bank 9-2; Wright Carpet 9-3; Great
PlainsCo-Op 8-3; Cheyenne Bowl
6-6; Jake' s5-7; Troy’sAlley Cat 5-
7; Jersey Maids 4-8; Dundy Ag 1-
11

High game (scratch): Jenny
Wright 214; Tammy Zimbelman
202; Jenny Wright 199

Highseries(scratch): Wright 601,
Pat Confer 518, Zimbelman 504

LadiesNiteOut /30

Team standings: First National
Bank 12-3; Wright Carpet 12-4;
Great Plains Co-Op 9-6; Jake's 9-
7; Troy’sAlley Cat 9-7; Cheyenne
Bowl 7-9; Jersey Maids 4-12;
Dundy Ag 1-15.

High game(scratch): Terry Y ost
219, Tammy Overlease 198,
AlbertaPeterson 197

High series (scratch): Yost 531,
MarshaK echter 503, Pat Confer 479

FilingdeadlineisFeb. 26
for senior legidature

The Northwest Kansas Area
Agency on Agingwould liketore-
mindall areasenior citizensthat the
deadlineforfilingasacandidatefor
tnsas Silver Haired Legislature is
Wednesday, Feb. 26. Theelection
will be held on March 18 at area
nutrition centers.

Any Kansan aged 60 and over
that isaregistered voter may file
for candidacy. Theterm of office
istwo yearsand membersmay be
re-elected for three successive
terms.

TheKansasSilver Haired Leg-
islature is an unicameral legisla-
turecomposed of 125 representa-

tives. All areover 60 and areel ected
fromtheir county residce. Thelegis-
lature providesan educational expe-
rienceinthepolitical processandpro-
vides an opportunity to identify pri-
ority concernsof Kansassenior citi-
zens. Thelegidature develops bills
and resolutionsthat are presented to
the Kansaslegidature and the Gov-
ernor as recommendations for state
policy.

Thoseinterested in being aSilver
Haired L egidator should contact the
Northwest Kansas Area Agency of
Agingat 1-800-432-7422to get can-
didate registration forms, petitions
andfilinginstructions.

The

Monday Mixed L eague 1/27

Team standings: Captain Hooks
FineDining 18-10; Z-Tubing 16.5-
11.5; Hooks Auction & Realty
14.5-13.5; Bandel HomeCenter 13-
15; Krien Pharmacy 13-15;
Cueballs9-19

High game (handicap): Rell
Zimbelman 234, Rick Burton 231,
Earl Hankins 221; Dot Hankins
227, Pam Hook 213, Tami Mer-
chant 208

High series (handicap): Kathy
Bexley 608, Judy Gienger 584, D.
Hankins 578; E. Hankins 633,
Zimbelman 607, Burton 606

Honor Roll

New and renewed Times sub-
scriptions: Sharon Kamla,
Nevade, Mo; Frank Serrano, Bird
City; David Nelsen, Bird City;
Patty Gerver, Bird City; Kent
Champman, Emporia; Roy Ba-
con, Newton Square, Pa., Charles
Coleman, Bird City;

Carl Hilty, Bird City; Lee
Amsberry, Bird City; Kent
Amsberry, Olathe; ArdisBoesma,
Colby; Richard Bursch, Bird City;
Royce Bursch, Campo, Colo.
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Wetlandsresarveprogram
recalveskFederal funding

Harold L. Klaege
State Conservationist
KansasNatural Resources
Conservation Service

OnMay 13thePresidentsignedthe
new farm bill. Under the Conserva
tion Title of the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Farm
Bill), theWetlandsReserveProgram
(WRP) was reauthorized. The 2002
Farm Bill has expanded funding
available to Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram. Congress authorized the bud-
get at $17 million for the program
over the next six years. Since 1995,
Kansaslandownersand Tribeshave
enrolled over 10,500 acres. Cur-
rently, over onemillionacresareen-
rolled nationally. Thefinal rulesfor
theprogram arenow being written.

The following questions and an-
swersareofferedtohelpexplainand
changesmadeby the2002FarmBill.

» What isthe Wetlands Reserve
Program (WRP)?

Itisavoluntary program offering
landowners financial and technical
assistancetorestoreand protect wet-
landsand associated uplandsthrough
permanent easements, 30-year ease-
ments, and long- term restoration
agreements. Theprogramisdesigned
to achieve maximum wetland func-
tionsand val ueswhile obtaining op-
timumwildlifehabitat.

» How did the Farm Security and
Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Farm
Bill) changetheprogram?

The primary changes are: Raised
the total acreage enrollment cap to
2,275,000 acres; directed the Secre-
tary of Agricultureto enroll, to the
maximum extent practicable,
250,000 acresper calendar year; and
added anexemptiontothe12-month
ownershiprequirement forlandown-
erswho exercised, their right to re-
demption after foreclosure.

»What landis€ligiblefor thepro-
gram?

Eligible land must be restorable
andbesuitablefor providingwildlife
benefits. Thisincludes: wetlands
cleared or drained for farming, pas-
ture, or timber production; certain
adjacentlandsthat contributesignifi-
cantly to wetland functionsand val -
ues, previoudly restoredwetlandsthat
need long-term protection; upland
areasneeded to provide an adequate
buffer or that contributeto creatinga
manageabl e boundary; drained
wooded wetlands; existing or restor-
able riparian habitat corridors that
connect protectedwetlands; and cer-
tain lands substantially altered by

flooding.

* What enrollment options are
available in Wetlands Reserve Pro-
gram?

The program offers three enroll-
ment options:

Permanent Easement. Easement
payments for this option equal the
lowest of threeamounts: Theagricul-
tural valueof theland, an established
payment cap, or anamount offered by
thelandowner. Inadditionto paying
for the easement, United States De-
partment of Agriculturepays100per-
cent of thecostsof restoring thewet-
land

30-Y ear Easement. Easement pay-
mentsthroughthisoptionare75 per-
cent of what would bepaid for aper-
manent easement. Thedepartment of
agriculture also pays 75 percent of
restoration costs.

Restoration Cost-Share Agree-
ment Thisisanagreement (generally
for aminimum of 10 years) to rees-
tablishdegraded or | ost wetland habi-
tat. The department pays 75 percent
of thecost of therestoration activity.
Thisenrollment optiondoesnot place
an easement on the property.

* Do you have to be alandowner
to participate?

Only landowners and Tribes can
participate in the Wetlands Reserve
Program. For easement projects, €li-
gible landowners are those who can
providecleartitletothelandand, with
some exceptions, those who have
owned the property for 12 months
priortofilinganapplication. Contact
yourlocal Natural ResourcesConser-
vation Service (NRCS) office for
more information about this provi-
sion. To participate in along-term
agreement, landowners must show
evidence of ownership since these
agreementsdo not involvethetrans-
fer of landrights.

» How does alandowner or Tribe
participate?

Applicationsareaccepted continu-
oudy. Toparticipate, landownersand
Tribes submit an application with
theirlocal Natura Resource Conser-
vation Serviceofficeor conservation
district office.

* How areapplicationsselected?

Applications are ranked and se-
lected at the statelevel. Theranking
and selection criteriaare established
atthestatelevel withinbroadnational
guidelines. Interested persons can
obtain ranking and selection criteria
throughlocal Natural ResourceCon-
servation Serviceoffices.

« What are a participantis respon-

sibilities, andrightsunder aWetlands
Reserve Program easement?

Whenalandowner or Tribeenrolls
in one of the easement options, the
landowner or Tribeissdlling area
property interesttotheUnited States.
After an easement isrecorded in the
local land records office, the land-
owner or Triberetainsownershipanc
responsibility for theland, including
any property taxes.

The landowner or Tribe: controls
accesstotheland; hastherighttohunt
and fish and pursue other undevel-
oped recreational uses; and may sell
orleaselandenrolledintheprogram.

Participating landowners anc
Tribes may request other uses, such
ashaying, grazing, or harvestingtim-
ber under certain conditions. Re-
quests are approved if Natural Re-
source Conservation Service deter-
mines that the activity further en-
hances or protects the purposes for
which the easement was acquired.
Requestsfor compatibleusesmay be
madethroughout thelifeof the ease-
ment or agreement.

* How isan easement val ue deter-
mined?

Easement vauesgenerally arede-
termined by aprofessiona appraisal
of theagricultural valueof theland,
geographica arearatecapestablishec
by Natural Resource Conservation
Serviceatthestatelevel, or anamount
offered by thelandowner.

« |stherealimit on the number of
acres alandowner may enroll in the
program?

Thereisno national limitation on
theamount of land that canbeoffereo
for the program. However, a state
may establishan acreageenrolIment
limitation. Contact thelocal Natural
Resource Conservation Service of -
ficetofindoutwhether thereareacre-
agelimitationsinyour state.

* Doesthe applicant need to hiree
closingagent, appraiser, surveyor, or
lawyer?

No. Natural Resource Conserva-
tion Servicemakesarrangementsfor
theseservices.

Information canbefound at http://
www.ks.usda.nrcs.gov or
www.ks.usda.nrcs.gov, click onthe
FarmBill logo.

Again, thebestthingfor producers
todoisvisittheir local conservation
office. Agriculturein Kansas, north
to south and east to west, isdivers-
fied. Your local conservation office
will beableto assist youin address-
ing the natural resource concernsin
your area.

Farmers and Ranchers

atyour fingertips is the current Grain
Markets and Cattle Prices.

Plus ...logonto
many farming
sites with
nwkansas.com
Bird City customers
canreceive 12 full
months of INTER-
NET for less than
the price of eight.

[1 Tech help Available
[1 Hookup Same Day as Signhup

INTERNET Access as low as $16.50/month
Recelve four
months free!

Price based on prepayment for one year. Normal monthly
rates are $24.95 per month plus one time hook-up fee.

UNLIMITED ACCESS INTERNET

features Fast Modems & Superior Service

nwkansas.com

E-mail « WorldWideWeb « Full Access .

Che Saint Francis Hevald L

P.O. Box 1050 ¢ St. Francis, Kan. 67756 « 785-332-3162 » sfher ald@nwkansas.com

$198




