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Store
tobe
like
new

By Peggy Horinek

Somebody will be
taking over thegrocery
store - but who?? That
question has still not
beenfinalizedbutthere
isprogressinthat direc-
tion. Theremodelingis
progressing at a fast
pace. The condenser
has been installed on
theroof asshowninthe
abovepicture. Thereis
a new meat case and
dairy case already in-
stalled and theofficeis
framed and the el ectri-
calisin.

There will not only
be a new business
owner butalmostanew
store. Thewindowsare
covered and thereisa
sign asking people to
please stay out for
safety concerns. So -
we will just have to
keep guessing for the
present time!
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A CONDENSER wasplaced on ther oof of thegrocery storeasthremodeling isprogr

ng at asteady pace.
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Kegpingtreesand
shrub seedlings
cool and moist

As many are well aware, the
KansasForest Serviceofferslow-
cost tree and shrub seedlings for
conservation plantings. Many of
you have purchased seedlingsand
areexpectingtoreceivethemthis
spring. Most areawarethat proper
handling of the seedlings, once
they arrive, will makeor break the
success of the planting; however,
some of the landowners are not
quitesurewhat “ proper handling”
actually consistsof. Let’ slook at
some suggestions.

Once the landowner receives
their order, thefirst thing that they
should do is open the box and in-
spect the quality of the stock.
Look for obvious signs of prob-
lems: mold on the plants, ex-
tremely dry roots, opened or town
boxes, etc. If these problems are
noticed, call Kansas Forest Ser-
vice as soon as possible to report
the problem. The boxes should
have been well sealed, the plants
should have a well moistened
mulch over the roots, and be
wrapped in plastic to keep the
plants from drying out.

Containerized stock should be
inspected as well. Carefully re-
moved the seedling fromthe tube
and check thewater content of the
soil plug. It should bemoisttothe
touch as well. If not, remove the
seedlings from the box and water
them adequately enough to
moistenthesoil plug. Itisnot nec-
essary to remove the seedlings
from the tubes, however. Simply
water from thetop asyouwould a
house plant. If everything looks
satisfactory, rewrap the plants
likeyou found them and placethe
box in the cool est, moistest place
you can find. The plants should
not bekept wherethey will freeze,
however.

When itstimeto gotothefield
with your plants, don’t forget to
baby the seedlings at the planting
site as well. Keep the plants
wrappedinaplasticandinthebox
until itstimeto actually put them
into the ground. K eep the box out
of the sun and wind as much as
possible. Both of these recom-
mendations are madewith thein-
tent being to discouragetheplants
from drying out. Desiccation of
the plant will kill the plant before
it even has a chance to begin

growing.

When planting the trees, take
the minimum number required to
completeagiven part of theplant-
ing and leave the rest in the box
until needed. In other words, take
only enough out of the box to
completetherow. Keeptheplants
coveredasmuchaspossible, even
when planting them, by putting
the plants in a planting bag, or a
bucket, and continue to keep the
rootsmoist aspossibleby keeping
them covered in the mulch that
camewith the plantsor keeping a
wet rag over theroots. Do not keep
the plants in a bucket of water,
however. This can suffocate the
roots and do as much damage as
having them dry out. The roots
only need to be moist, not wet.

Once the seedlings have been
planted, thefinal stepisto“water-
in” the seedlings by applying a
gallonor so of water immediately
around, and on, theseedling. This
does several things. For one, it
givestherootsadrink inits new
surroundings; but it also does
morethanthis. Oftentimes, when
aseedling is planted, a small air
pocket iscreated in the bottom of
the hole. By soaking the area
around theplant, theair pocket is
sealed up and therootsremainin
constant contact with the soil.
Whenrootshitanair space, they
die. Therefore, by removing the
airspace in the bottom of the
hole, the plant can continue to
send roots deeper into the
ground where moisture is more
likely to be found throughout
theyear.

If the ground seems to have
enough moisture in it, isit still
necessary to “water-in” the
plants? | say yes. Of that air
pocket isinthebottom of thehole,
soil moisturealonewill not seal it
up. The seedling may still grow
just finewithout beingwateredin,
butitwill takelonger to establish
itself. Many mistakesaremadeby
well intended peopleasthey plant
simply fromalittlelack of care of
the seedlings. Often times, it is
possible to neglect thesetips and
everything is okay, but when
times are tough and every little
advantage the plant gets makes a
difference, these tips can save
your planting.

Wednesday.

Congressman Jerry Moran visited with peoplein Bird City on
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Congressmanvigts
Bird Cityresdents

By Peggy Horinek

Theday wascold and snowy and
the highways slick but Congress-
man Jerry Moran started his meet-
ing at the posted time of 11 a.m. at
The First National Bank in Bird
City. Theweather alsodid not keep
thearearesidentsfromattending as
there were 26 peoplerepresented.

The Congressman spoke on sev-
eral interesting subjects and an-
swered many questions ranging

from various farming questionsto
the possibleforthcoming attack on
Irag. He was very knowledgeable
and up-to-date and on a couple of
questions he was quick to say that
he did not know the answers.
TheBirdCity Timeseditor wentto
take pictures but became interested
andstayedtolisten. Afterleaving, she
said shefelt moreinformed and now
wantsto stay ontop of several of the
subjectsdiscussed.

Growerspush for
disaster assstance

TheKansasCorn GrowersAsso-
ciation is encouraging quick pas-
sage of the Omnibus Appropria-
tions Bill by the House of Repre-
sentativesto ensuretimely disas-
ter assistance for growers.

TheU.S. Senatepassed Thursday
theomnibusappropriationshill that
included a disaster assistance
amendment. The assistance pack-
age would provide emergency re-
lief funding to farmersin desig-
nated disaster countiesor thosewho
hada35 percent croploss. All Kan-
sascountiesweredesignated disas-
ter countiesin 2002 and would be
eligible for the assistance. Pay-
mentswould beequal to 42 percent
of afarmer’ sfixed paymentsunder
the 2002 Farm Bill. Producers
could use their historical base and
yield for direct paymentsunder ei-
ther the 1996 or 2002 Farm Bills.

“Thisisn't aperfect solutionto
our problems, but it doesoffer re-
lief to growers who were hurt by
thedrought,” Kansas Corn Grow-
ers Association President Alan
Peter of Tribunesaid. “ Oneof the
best things about this disaster as-
sistanceprogramisthat it could be
enacted and implemented
quickly.”

The House is expected to con-
sider the appropriations bill next
week. If it passes quickly, some
|eadershave estimated assistance
could comein four to six weeks.

TheKansasCorn GrowersA sso-
ciationisencouraging producerstc
contact their Congressmen and en-
couragethemtowork toward quick
passage of the appropriations bill
withthedisaster assi stanceamend-
ment. Peter and K ansasCorn Grow-
ersAssociation ExecutiveDirector
Jere White were in Washington,
D.C., last week, and visited the of -
fices of the Kansas Congressional
delegation shortly before the Sen-
atedisaster assi stance packagewas
unveiled.

“We know from our meetings
that our Kansas Congressmen are
working for disaster assistance for
our growers,” Peter said. “ By pass-
ingtheappropriationsbill quickly,
assistancecan beinthehandsof our
Kansas growers who have truly
been hurt by the drought. At the
sametime, weneedtolook at long-
rangesol utionsthat would do abet-
ter jobinaddressingtheseproblems
inthefuture.”

Senator Pat Roberts and Sena-
tor Sam Brownback bothvoted in
favor of the disaster assistance
amendment and the appropria-
tionshill.

“Qur Senators' |eadership was
important in shaping thisdisaster
assistance amendment to make it
morefocused toward the needs of
growers who suffered | osses due
to drought and other disasters,”
Peter said.

Year sAgo

15yearsago - 1988

“ReturntoLiveliness’ astyle
revue sponsored by McDonald
Centennial will feature vintage
clothing from 1820 to 1950.
Some of the clothing isfrom a
collection which belonged to
AnnaDove Wolfram, ateacher
inKansasCity, wholater moved
toEstesPark tohomestead. This
wasafundraiser for the Centen-
nial fund.

St. John Lutheran Church is
holding a farewell potluck sup-
per for Pastor Larry and Nancy
May, Stacy, Stephanieand Sarah
onJan. 18.

The Cheylin Lady Cougars
movedtheir recordto8-0for the
season with victories over two
state-ranked teams, the Atwood
Buffs and Wheatland. In the
Atwood game Sheila Elijah led
the scoring with 21 points.

DeniseNelsenledthescoringinthe
Wheatland game with 11 points.

Cheyenne County will soon be
abletouse911foremergency calls.
With someupgrading of theequip-
mentintheBird City and St. Francis
phoneofficesresidentswill beable
to pick up thephone and dial 911.

The theme for the Kansas Day
CelebrationinBird City thisyearis
“Look to the Future.” Larry
Stecklinewill bespeakingon “Ag-
riculture - The Next 10 Years.”
Kansas Day activities at Bird City
will be honoring May Trickett
Clark, daughter of AnnieClark, the
originator of KansasDay festivities
inBird City in 1930.

An estimated 15 inches of snow
fell last week.
Syearsago - 1998

At the school board meeting it
was decided to keep the old high
school in McDonald. The City of

McDonald is interested in the
McDonald Elementary building.
They are thinking of placing their
city library in the two west rooms.
The board also is planning on an
evaluation form on the four-day
school week to be sent to parents,
studentsandteachers. Thetwoyear
trial periodwill beendingandinput
isneeded for adecision asto con-
tinue with the present four-day
school week or returnto afive-day
week.
25yearsago- 1978

A 40-x-40-foot metal building
with blanket insulation is nearing
compl etionat theantiqueshow site
inBird City. Thebuilding erection,
as all others on the ground, was
done with volunteer labor. This
building will be used to repair and
paint antique equipment, and will
beavailablefor usetoanyonewant-
ing to repair antiques to be dis-

played at the show.

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Waters
drove to the Denver airport to
meet L. Fernando Zevallos, a16-
year old, from Arequipa, Peru,
South America. Fernando plans
toamakehishomewiththeWa-
ters family until April 16. He
studied English for ayear at a
British Institute.

The Bird City City Council
held aspecial meetingto_ /]
discuss the library. 1
wasdecidedtoremodel
theold library and ex- -2
tenditfurther backin @
thecity hall building”,
as the cost of fixing

building would be
too much.




