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be served at noon.

The142nd KansasDay celebrationin
Bird City will be held on Jan. 29 at the
American Legion Hall. The hall will
openat 9am. andacarry-in dinner will

Thescheduleof theday afterthe9a.m.
showsthat opening andregistrationwill
take place at 10 am. and table grace,
meal and special dinner music by the

Swingin’ Seniorswill start at 11:30 a.m.
Following dinner, the national anthem
will be sung by Chad Miller. “Kansas -
My State” written by thelateL eland Neal
Hill, will beread by Connie Miller. The
business meeting will be held and offic-

erswill be elected.

The program will be presented by the
Cheylinfourth graders, elementary vocal
classesand students, Michael Sager, Matt

TemaTrumbo, Heartland Harmony trio,
will entertain with special music.
Thisyear’ sthemeis“Beauty IsWhere
Y ouLook For It.” Everyoneincludingin-
dividuals, families and/or organizations
are asked to bring displays showing the
beauty of anything they would like to
share. This can include various things
such asold recipebooks, oldtools, old or
new dolls, photographs, family albums,

Happy 142nd Birthday Kansas

Wilson, Andy Smith and John Simmonds
along with the St. Francis third graders
and the high school speech class.

Tobe Zweygardt, Wayne Deeds,
Norman Dorsch, Robert Brubaker along
with master of ceremonies J.D. Eggers
will share special memories.

Marsha Magley will have special rec-
ognitionsand amemorial tribute will he
held. Natalie Knodel, TwilaKramer and

scrapbooks, quilts, clothes, hats,
trunks or anything else people may
come up with.

“It is a great way to share beauty
from the past as well as the present,”
president Connie Miller said.

Everyoneisurgedto attend thisspe-
cial celebration, enjoy thedisplaysand
the entertainment.

Officer reports
candidatesin
April 1dection

Thelast day tofilewasat noonon
Tuesday andthereisapositionthat
doesnot haveacandidate. TheBird
City Council neededthreepositions
filled and only Frank Serrano and
Troy Burr filed with the county
election officer.

There will be aracein the St.
FrancisCity Council andasothe St.
FrancisBoard of Educationelection.

OnApril 1, St. Francisresidents
will beel ecting only two peopleout
of the three people filing. Those
candidates are incumbants Roger
Jensen and Dale Weeks; new is
Robert “Bud” Erskin.

Filingfor aseat onthe St. Francis

Board of Education for District 1,
position 1, are incumbant Cliff
Raileand PeteKinen.

Thefull lineup of candidatesin-
clude:

St. Francis City Council: Roger
Jensen, Dale Weeks and Bud
Erskin; mayor - Scott Schultz.

Bird City Council: Frank Serrano
and Troy Burr.

St. Francis Board of Education:
BonnieZweygardt, Sherry Weeks,
Cliff Raile, John Knodel and Pete
Kinen.

Cheylin Board of Education:
David Frishie, Wade Carmichael
and Kerby Krien.

New hospital board
membersingalled:
officersaredected

By Karen Krien

New board membersweresworn
inat the Wednesday meeting of the
Cheyenne County Hospital Board.

Terry Miller, Cheyenne County
Clerk, sworein Traci Neitzel and
Joy Anderegg. They will take the
seats of former board members,
Leon Brethower and Kelly
Gienger. Mr. Brethower was not
present at the January meeting but
Mr. Gienger commended Mr.
Brethower onhisyearsof serviceto
the board, noting that he had been
instrumental inimplementing fund-
ing depreciation. Mr. Brethower
had al so worked in getting astrate-
gicplanin placefor the board.

Mr. Gienger, who has used his
constructionknowledgeintheplan-
ning of the remodeling of both the
hospital and clinic in St. Francis,

First baby
of theyear
arrives

By Karen Krien

Thefirst baby bornto parentsliv-
ingin CheyenneCounty arrived on
Jan. 13 to Jim and Tanya Melton
who live in Wheeler. Joseph Lee
Melton weighed in at 7 pounds, 2
ouncesandwas18 3/4-incheslong.
He was born at Hays Regional
Medical Center in Hays at 12:43
a.m. He was welcomed home by
sister Danielle and brother Dalton.

Joseph and his parents will re-
ceive a number of gifts from St.
Francisbusinessesincluding: A full
car wash from the St. Francis Eg-
uity, $50 savings bond from
Bankwest, $50 savings bond from
First National Bank, atoy fromVan
Allen Inc., $15 gift certificate for
baby food or formulaand new born
diapers from Sainty Super Foods,
$15gift certificatefromKM Cloth-
ier,andayear’ ssubscriptionto The
St. Francis Herald or Bird City
Times.

“We really appreciate al of the
giftsbut most of all, we appreciate
thefact that Joseph arrived safeand
healthy,” Mrs. Melton said.

Last year' sfirst baby of theyear
was K orbon Clay Russell who was
bornonJan. 8to | acie Russeal| .

saidthat hewouldbewillingtocon-
tinue working with the board until
theseprojectswerecompleted. Mr.
Gienger will benotified when meet-
ings involving these projects are
caled.

At the end of the Wednesday
meeting, officerswereelectedwith
Rueben Schultz taking the of fice of
president; Mrs. Anderegg, vice
chairman/secretary; and Mrs.
Neitzel, treasurer.

The board agreed that the meet-
ing times be set for 7 p.m. on the
third Thursday of each month. It
was noted that there will be an oc-
casional change in the meeting
times and dates but there will be
notificationif thereischange. There
will also be special meetings until
the clinic and hospital renovations
arecompleted.
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Cost-sharefund programsnow available

The Cheyenne County Conser-
vation District’s sign up for the
Water Resources Cost-Share Pro-
gram and the Non-Point Source
Pollution Cost-Share Program ap-
plicationswill betaken at the Con-
servation officeJan. 21through 31.

The following practices are eli-
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NTY welcomesthefirst baby tobebornin

the county for the year 2003. Joseph L ee M elton entered the
world on Jan. 13 and was greeted by family members: Jim,

Tonya, Danielleand Dalton.

Times staff photo by Karen Krien

giblefor cost-share assistance: di-
versions, cross-fencing, field and
feedlot windbreaks, irrigation wa-
ter conveyance pipeline, livestock
pipelines, wells and tanks, spring
developments, terraces, range seed-
ing, sprinkler irrigation systems
upgrades, livestock waste control

facilities, abandonedwell plugging
and septic system upgrades.
Cost-share assistancerate is 50-
70percent. All applicationswill be
reviewed and ranked by thedistrict
board of supervisors and funded
according to priorities recom-
mended by the KansasWater Plan.

Work may not bestarted until noti-
fied by the conservation district
board. Deadline to complete work
isMay 31.

Thoseinterested can contact the
officeonWestU.S.36in St. Francis
or call 785-332-2341.

Ingructor explainsteachingcogs

By KarenKrien

Inrecent weeks, there have been
articlestakenfromthecounty com-
missioners' meetings concerning
the cost to teach emergency medi-
cal technician classes which said
that theinstructor original ly wanted
$18,000 to teach the technician
class but had agreed to teach it for
just what Colby Community Col-
legewould pay.

Beth Gabel, St. Francis, instruc-
tor for theclassesheldinthecounty
forthelast 12 years, said that teach-
ing thetechnician classeshad never
been about money — “it’s about
helping people,” she said. “I just
want to get therecord straight.”

Last year, the service took in
$96,281.54. Of that money,
$57,248.25 was spent for equip-
ment, supplies, salaries and other
miscellaneous expenses and
$30,000 was put in the Equipment
Reserve Fundwhichisbeing saved
for anew ambulance when it is
needed. (At thistime, the Fund has
$90,000 — just about enough to
purchase a new ambulance for the
county.) After all expenses have
been taken out, the $9,039.29 sur-
plusisputintothe General Fundto
help fund other departments and
county expenses.

Mrs. Gabel sees the money
broughtinnot astaxpayer’ smoney

but money earned by theemergency
medical technicians. Each year,
technicians need to update their
hours and some of this money is
spent for providing classes for re-
certification. The county isnow in
need of technicians, especialy in
the Bird City area and there have
been eight to 10 people wanting to
taketheclass.

“If | would have taught the class
for $18,000, Colby Community
Collegewouldhavepaidfor $3,50C
t0$4,000 depending onthenumber
of studentsenrolled and the number
of semesters the instructor hac
taught for Colby Community Col-

See Costson Page¢

Boar ddiscussesX-ray equipment

Thedateforinstallingthenew X-
ray equipment placement isstill in
the future awaiting for the remod-
eling of the old part of the hospital
in St. Francis but board members
discussedthepurchaseof theequip-
ment whenthey met Wednesday in
the hospital basement.

Administrator LesLacy and Deb
Jensen, labtechnician, hadtraveled
totwo different locationstolook at
X-ray equipment. Thehospital had
received bids on X-ray equipment
fromthreecompaniesbut they were
considering just two of the compa-
nies. ThePhilipsequipment priced

at $90,840 and the company was
reported to give good service. The
Del ispriced at $81,335.

The hospital will not beready to
have the new X-ray equipment in-
stalled until thenew additiononthe
west end of the hospital has been
completed and remodeling of the
old facility begins but the prices at
thistimeareexceptionally good—
below the budgeted amount of
$100,000.

Dr. Miller wasasked how shefelt
about X-ray equipment compared
to CAT scans or MRI equipment.
Dr. Miller said that X-rayswill al-

waysbeneeded and, inmany cases,
the other equipment is used for
more information following X-
rays.

Theadministrator and staff will
continue to look into the equip-
ment, getting thebest pricefor the
best equipment which will fit the
needs of the hospital. They dis-
cussed the digital X-ray equip-
ment compared to the original
equipment and the board was in-
formed that either of the X-ray
equipment being considered can
easily be converted to digital in

SeeX-ray onPage6
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lege,” she said. “The actual cost
would have been around $14,000
and it would have come out of the
Ambulance' sBudget.

“If another county would send
studentsto the classand additional
$800 would have been deducted
from the $14,000.”

Mrs. Gabel and her husband
moved to St. Francis 29 years ago
and have been emergency medical
technicians for 20 years. Through
those years, they have seen and
helped the service grow in good
emergency medical technicians
with good equi pment and adequate
supplies. All the time the techni-
cians were working, they were
bringinginambulancerunrevenue
paidfor by privateinsurances, Blue
Cross, Blue Shield, Medicare and
private pay. For years, the county
was under the going ratefor ambu-
lance runs and still are under that
amount in many other countiesbut
Mr. Gabel, emergency medical ser-
vicedirector, and the commission-
ers have tried to keep it a place
where insurances would pay but
private pay people would not find
itimpossibleto pay thebill.

“Therearewrite-offseachmonth
but wecannot judgewhat Medicare
and BlueCrossBlueShieldwill pay
or will not pay,” Mr. Gabel said.

Before teaching, Mrs. Gabel
went to school in Great Bend and
the county paid the $200 for the
training. She came back ready to
teach. Not knowingwhat tocharge,
she contacted Jerry Cunningham,
an instructor in Phillipsburg and a
region | coordinator at that time, to
seewhat thegoing chargefor teach-
ing a class would be. He reported
that he would not come to St.
Francis for less than $7,000 and

$23,571

2002 HD2500 4X4
8100 Big Block V-8

$12, 500

mileage from Phillipsburg would
betacked onto that amount.

Mrs. Gabel reasoned that there
wouldbenomileagesinceshelived
here and she wanted to give some-
thing back to the people who had
been so good to her. Besides, there
wasagreat need for technicians, so
sheagreedtoteachtheclassfor half
the price of Mr. Cunningham’s
charge— $3,500.

Eachyear that shetaught theclass
(and that was not every year), she
was given a cost-of -living rai se of
$100. Colby Community College
also reimbursed her for part of the
amount, depending on the number
of years shetaught. Thefirst year,
shereceived about $1,200fromthe
college bringing her cost for in-
structing to around $2,300.

Today, many of the countiesin
northwest Kansas are paying
around $18,000 to have a class
taught.

Jerry Chaput, emergency medi-
cal service director in Oakley, re-
ported that he had paid $18,000 to
haveanemergency medical techni-
ciantrainingclass. Hereported that
itisdifficulttoget qualifiedinstruc-
torsto cometeach aclasstwo eve-
ningsaweek and weekendsfor six

months. If theL ogan County would
have paid mileage to go to the
classesinanotherlocation, itwould
have been extremely expensive.

He also said that he had gone
through Colby Community Col-
lege to have the class taught be-
cause the college would take li-
ability responsibility if an acci-
dent were to happen. Otherwise,
the appointed agency would take
onthisliability.

State rules and regulations
changed through the years and it
used to be that 10 college credit
hourswererequiredintheclassbut
today, 12 hours are needed. The
classtakes 6 months of instruction
and testing at the end.

Emergency medical technicians
are always needed and accredited
instructorsarenot alwaysavailable
and when they are, there may be a
wait for the peoplewanting to take
theclassesandit couldbealot more
expensivethan expected.

“l love my work and teaching
classes but more than that, | love
being able to help people and
that’s what it's all about!” said
Mrs. Gabel, who isnow compl et-
ing her schooling to be aregis-
tered nurse.

X-ray
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the future but, right now, digital
X-ray equipment isextremely ex-
pensive. The board will makethe
final approval and the specific
equipment needswill bebuiltinto
the hospital remodeling plans.
“Purchasing X-ray equipment
will beahugestep upfor thehospi-
tal,” Administrator Lacy said.

Thehospital remodelingisbeing
fundedwithstatetax creditsthrough
the Community Service Project.
These credits can be gathered until
December 2003. Asof theend of the
year, theadministrator reported that
$115,060 had been collected or
pledged. The next targeted amount
collected is $300,000 by this time
next year.

THURSDAY MORNING brought residentstoatown full of tumbleweeds. Peoplewor ked longintothe
weekend helping clean up themess.

Windandtumbleweedsgotogether

On Wednesday night thewind
blew and the tumbleweeds
tumbled into town, particularly
on the west side. People awoke
on Thursday morning to find
their yards and houses piled
with tumbleweeds. It is hard to

CHECK OUT THE GREAT GMAC 0.0
ON A GREAT SELECTION 0F 2003 CHEVY'S, BUICK'S AND PONTIAC'S!!!

$13,500

. 831,831

%,
W@@ .

2002 BUICK PARK AVENUE
MSRP $37,447, L oaded with it All!

$II,700

97 CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE 2001 PONTIAC GRAND AM SE€

Northstar V-8, Excellent Shape

58, 500 |

3400 V-6, Loaded

$7, 500

2000 FORD FOCUS SE SPORT

_o

All the good stuff!

$5,500

a..,_.

2000 CHEVY CA VAI.IER 224
L oaded, Sunroof

$3,995

‘91 CHEVY $-10 BLAZER
Vortec V-6

4X4 SPORT

$1,500 _

‘93 CHEVY HD 3/4 TON 4X4

FI 350 V-8

$5,250

‘94 FORD F150 4X4
FI 302 V-8, Loaded XLT

$3,500
o O

———

‘92 OLDS ACHIEVA SL

‘94 PONTIAC GRAND AM SE

Auto, 80k

WAUNETA, NEB.

$16,500

‘98 FORD F150 SUPERCAB
L oaded XLT,Great

4X4

believe that there are people on
the internet who actually make
money selling thesethings. I'm
sure anyone on the west side of
town would gladly volunteer to
givethemtheirs, probably even
be willing to pay them to come

FINANCING

Shape & Only 42k

$9 850_L

Times staff photo by Peggy Horinek

and get them.

There are so many good
people in Bird City and you
could see them over the week-
end out helping their fellow
neighbors and townspeople
cleaning up the mess.

2000 CHEVY IMPALA LS
3800 V-6, Super Sharp

$9,500

’94 CHEVY 1/2 TON 4X4
FI 350 V-8, Loaded, Very Nice

$6,750

‘97 FORD RANGER FLARESIDE
XLT Trim, Only 52,000 Miles

$4,8§00

96 TOYOTA CAMRY
All the Goodies, Sunroof

$2,950

99 CHEVY MONTE L‘ARLO Ls
3100 V-6, Loaded

$5,850

‘95 FORD F150 4X4
Good Straight 4x4

$4,500
P T

95 OLDS CUTLASS SUPREME
V-6,

Nice & Loaded

$2, 700

‘91 NISSAN SENTRA

Nice Car!

(308) 394-5555

‘86 JEEP CHEROKEE 4X4

V-6



