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Achieve organic certification
with available cost-share funds

Kansas farmers who currently
use organic production practices
or would like to pursue organic
certification are encouraged to
apply for cost share funds from
the Kansas Department of Agri-
culture.

The program, funded by the
2014 Farm Bill, is administered
through the USDA Agricultural
Marketing Service. The program
is intended to assist Kansas
farmers by offsetting costs as-
sociated with organic certifica-
tion or recertification. Under the
state’s agreement with USDA,
they are eligible for up to 75
percent of the cost of their or-
ganic certification, up to $750,
for certification occurring be-

tween Oct. 1, 2013 to Sept. 30,
2014, as long as funds remain.

“This is a great opportunity
for farmers to achieve this certi-
fication at a reduced cost,” said
Annarose Hart, marketing spe-
cialist with the Kansas Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

To receive cost share funds,
Kansas organic farmers and
handlers must complete the Or-
ganic Certification Cost Share
Program Application, and sub-
mit it along with a copy of the
organic certification document,
an invoice showing the amount
paid for that certification and a
W-9 form.

The Kansas Department of
Agriculture was allocated near-

Fire departments
receive funds to help
in case of tragedy

Kansas Insurance Commis-
sioner Sandy Praeger is cur-
rently making the annual funds
distribution to state and local
firefighter relief organizations.

Nearly $12 million will be
distributed among 569 local
Firefighters Relief Associations
across the state. That is nearly
$342,000 more than the 2013
total.

In Cheyenne County,
$20,285.48 will be distributed.
Some other local county distri-
butions include Rawlins county,
that will receive $17,670.57,
and Sherman county, that will
receive $27,899.47.

“This fund assists firefighters
and their families when an acci-
dent or death occurs in the line
of duty,” Commissioner Praeger
said. “We in the Kansas Insur-
ance Department are honored to
assist in its distribution.”

The local association funds
are used for purchasing accident
and health, disability, and life
insurance premiums to assist
firefighters and their families.

The money is generated by

a two percent tax paid by in-
surance companies on fire and
lightning insurance premiums
written in Kansas for the previ-
ous calendar year. It is collected
by the department, on behalf of
the Kansas Firefighter Relief
Act, and passed on to the Fire-
fighters Relief Associations, as
set in Kansas law.

Also, the Kansas State Fire-
fighters Association is receiving
$479,095 this year for education
and research purposes and to
help fund the state association’s
death benefit fund. These funds
also come from the insurance
company premium assessment.

Of the state association total,
$379,095 is earmarked for edu-
cational purposes and research
into fire prevention and fire-
fighting, and $100,000 is used
to replenish the death benefit
fund.

Nearly $1.26 million in ben-
efits was paid in 2013 to fire-
fighters as a result of firefight-
ing-related injuries or disability,
and nearly $237,000 went to de-
pendents of firefighters.
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SHARON SCHURICHT entertained everyoe by play-
ing the piano during the July senior birthday celebra-
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Why should you use
Northwest Kansas Hearing Services in
Colby, Ks as your Hearing Health Care Provider

1. Private practice audiologits since 1976.
2. Diagnostic audiology provided 5 days a week.
3. Quality hearing aids and accessories featuring Siemens.

s

Sandra Squibb, M.S., Rachel McArthur, Au.D., Rick Deines, M.A.CCCA

Call 785-460-2957 or
800-500-0206
for an appointment
Located at
785 W. Webster in Colby, Ks

Advanced
Partner

Siemens
Hearing
Instruments

SIEMENS

ly $73,000 in funds for the cost
share program for farms certi-
fied between Oct. 1, 2013 to
Sept. 30, 2014.

Upon receipt of cost share
documents, the department will
confirm certification and then
provide reimbursement. Based
on the receipt of the completed
application packet, reimburse-
ments will be on a first-come,
first-served basis until the limit-
ed program funds are exhausted.

The program application is
posted on the Kansas Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s website,
Organic Cost Share Program.
The site is also a great resource
for program updates.

Questions about cost-share
funds for organic certification
may be directed to Josh Roe at
(785) 564-6707 or Annarose
Hart at (785) 564-6755 or by
email to Annarose.Hart@kda.
ks.gov.

Information is also available
from the National Organic Pro-
gram website at http://www.
ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/nop.
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THRESHER COMBINE sitting out. Antique steam en
show up in preparation for the Antique Steam Engine and Thresher Show.

gines and tractors have begun to
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Cheylin summer programs
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Cheylin Swim Team (I to r): Swim Team Coac, Mary Anne Orten; Brooke Porubsky;
Briana Vandike; John Serrano; Isabelle Gabaldon; Emily Serrano.
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Mike McCarty.

Sponsored by—

2nd Beginnings Thrift Store

Bird City Century II
Development Foundation

Bird City Dairy

Bird City Times

Brubaker Farms

Channel Seed-

Cort & Meghann Antholtz
CHS-Dale Hazuka - Brewster
Cheyenne County Hospital/

Bird City Clinic

Dan & Lynn Busse
Doug & Karen Flemming

Designs by Dawn

heylin C-Team Baseball (Front ro
Serrano, Dylan Ketzner; middle row - Andrew Schields, Luis Reynoso, Miguel Gonzalez, Jake DelLaRosa, Grace
Sabatka, Colton McCarty; back row - Head coach Kale Schields, assistant coaches: Kasey Sabatka, Harvey DeLaRosa,
Photos courtesy of Darci Schields

American Implement Wheeler
Antholz Insurance Becky Antholz

Crop Production Service Rod Young

Deeds Farms - John & Darla Deeds

w - 1 to r) - Mitchell Howard, Ty S batka, Keigan

Frewen Insurance Agency

Frontier Ag Inc

Grace Flying Service

Hendricks Farms

Janicke Farms/Janicke Alfalfa

Rod & Beth Klepper

Krien Pharmacy / The Flower Shop
Leach Insurance LL.C

Taylor, Logan McCarty, John

Peoples State Bank

Hal & Judy Sager

Portraits by Darci - Darci Schields
Roger Neitzel Heating & Cooling
RM Jaqua Abstract

Silverwings Ag

Smith Farms

St. Francis Tire & Service

Laurie Leonard CPA Thadani & Thadani Law

Leonard Golden Grains The Bank

Loker Retail Liquor T-N-T Carwash, RV Park, and Storage
Hometown Market Tri-State Irrigation

Hot Brush Walden Farms -Eldon & Laura

McCook Farm & Ranch Expo
Darren & Tana Dale

Western Auction & Real Estate
Bradley & Barbara Waters

McDonald Equity Radean & Velda Wright
Milliken Law Yost Farm Supply
Neitzel Insurance Services Yost Ford
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SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOMIZED
STEEL AND Post FRAME BUILDINGS

WE WILL BEAT ANY NORTHWEST KANSAS
COMPETITOR'S PRICE ON A COMPARABLE PROJECT!!

AFFORDABLE ¢ SUSTAINABLE ® LOW-MAINTENANCE ® MULTI-PURPOSE
Vap Construction, Inc. offers numerous design styles, sizes, exterior finishes,
accessories and colors for your Commercial, Agricultural or Residential Building.
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Ful Licencsedand Insured

CONTACT US FOR A QUOTE TODAY! CALL: 866-492-1978

Serving Kansas, Nebraska, Colorado and Wyoming  Fully insured with over 25 years of experience
For more information visit: vapconstruction.com 605 North 10th Street | Atwood, KS 67730

VAP CONSTRUCTION £

Steel & Post Frame Buildings




